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Courtesy of the Project on Government Oversight 


Officials from the Project on Government Oversight sent a letter this week to Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
demanding action in light of testimony and photos showing misconduct by security contractors for the U.S. Embassy in Kabul. 


Embassy embarrassment 


state Department looking into reports of misconduct at U.S. site in Kabul 


By RICHARD LARDNER 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — A wide-ranging 
State Department inquiry into allega- 
tions of misconduct and mismanagement 
by a private security firm guarding the 
U.S. Embassy in Afghanistan could lead 
to the termination of the company’s $189 
million contract, a department spokes- 
man said Wednesday. 

“We expect to see prompt and effective 
action taken as a result of these investiga- 
tions,” the spokesman, Ian C. Kelly, told 
reporters. Other possible actions include 
rebidding the contract or replacing indi- 
vidual guards and supervisors employed 
by the contractor, ArmorGroup North 


America, he said. 

The State Department inspector 
general is leading the investigation of 
ArmorGroup. U.S. officials in Kabul 
also are conducting a review, Kelly said. 
And a team from the State Department’s 
diplomatic security, management and 
contracting offices will go to Kabul to ex- 
amine the situation. 

In a 10-page letter to Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton, the inde- 
pendent Project on Government Over- 
sight contended the situation has led to a 
breakdown in morale and leadership that 
compromises security at the embassy in 
Kabul, where nearly 1,000 U.S. diplo- 
mats, staff and Afghan nationals work. 

The nonprofit group’s findings are 


based on interviews with ArmorGroup 
guards, documents, photographs and e- 
mails that it says depict “Lord of the Flies” 
conditions. The reference is to the 1954 
novel by William Golding about a group 
of British schoolboys who are stranded on 
a desert island and try, but fail, to govern 
themselves in a chaotic setting. 

Photographs show guards and supervi- 
sors in various stages of nudity at parties 
that took place near the housing of other 
supervisors. 

One e-mail from a guard describes 
lurid conditions at Camp Sullivan, the 
guards’ quarters a few miles from the 
embassy. 


SEE EMBASSY ON PAGE 4 
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DOD talks 
openness, 
but shows 
little action 


By Leo SHANE III 


Stars and Stripes 


WASHINGTON 
edia critics for years have 
blasted the military for its 
heavy-handed efforts to 
control the flow of infor- 

mation coming out of the Pentagon. 
And now the Joint Chiefs Chairman 
has agreed with them. 

“There has been acertain arrogance 
in our ‘strat comm’ efforts,’ Adm. 
Mike Mullen wrote in a recent essay 
in the Pentagon’s Joint Force Quarter- 
ly magazine. “We need to worry a lot 
less about how to communicate our ac- 
tions and much more about what our 
actions communicate. 

“What we need more than anything 
is credibility,” 
Mullen added. 
“And we can’t 
get that in a 
talking point.” 

But the Pentagon has yet to embrace 
Mullen’s beliefs, military watchdogs 
assert, noting that few meaningful 
changes have been made since Presi- 
dent Barack Obama promised an 
“unprecedented level of openness in 
government” earlier this year. 

“Those remarks by Adm. Mullen 
were refreshingly frank, but I can’t 
point to anything that shows there’s 
been a real change,” said Diane Far- 
setta, senior researcher at the Center 
for Media and Democracy. “Iraq and 
Afghanistan are handled exactly the 
same as they were a year ago.” 

This week, the Pentagon abruptly 
canceled its $1.5 million media-man- 
agement contract with The Rendon 
Group, a controversial public relations 
firm, after Stars and Stripes revealed 
how the company was profiling and 
rating journalists seeking to accom- 
pany military units in Afghanistan 
— and advising the military how best 
to steer reporters toward “positive” 
coverage and “neutralize” any nega- 
tive stories. 

Since then, reporters from numer- 
ous media outlets have obtained cop- 
ies of their own Rendon profiles and 
learned details of how they were 
blacklisted or secretly managed by 
public affairs officers. 





Analysis 





SEE OPENNESS ON PAGE 2 
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QUOTE 


OF THE DAY 


“No one ever gave these 
insurance companies the 
right to decide who should 
live and who should die.” 

— Dr. Michael Sedrish, 
coordinator of HMO payments 
for a health network that runs three 


hospitals in New York, on the 
failings of Medicare Advantage 


See story on Page 12 


TOP CLICKS 


ON STRIPES.COM 


The most popular stories 
on our Web site: 





1. Probe centers on Task Force’s top 
enlisted 

2. Sailor dies in crash after alleged as- 
sault leaves 12-year-old son dead 

3. Friends, family say goodbye to Sch- 
weinfurt soldier killed in lraq attack 

4. Japanese lawmakers may challenge 
U.S. realignment deal 

5. ‘Warthog’ squad revamped with 
digital upgrades 


COMING 


TOMORROW 





Faith 


How 

bad-boy Korn 
guitarist 
transformed 
his life 
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Retired Rear Adm. 
Wayne E. Meyer dies 


Retired Rear Adm. Wayne E. 
Meyer, who was known as the 
“Father of Aegis,” the Navy’s pri- 
mary air-defense weapon system 
that revolutionized how the Navy 
performed air defense, has died. 
He was 83. 

Meyer, who managed the de- 
velopment and early building of 
the Aegis system and later had an 
Aegis-equipped destroyer named 
after him, died Tuesday of heart 
failure in a hospital in Washing- 
ton, said his son, James. 

Meyer was promoted to rear 
admiral in 1975, the same year 
he became the founding project 
manager of Aegis shipbuilding. 

The shipboard missile-guid- 
ance system — the first engi- 
neering model was installed in a 
test ship in 1973 — uses sophisti- 
cated computers and a powerful 
phased-array radar to track more 
than 100 targets and launch mis- 
siles to destroy them. 


Former Tuskegee 
Airman dies at 88 


BILOXI, Miss. — Former 
Tuskegee Airman Robert De- 
catur, who went on to become a 
judge and civil rights lawyer, has 
died. He was 88. 

Decatur died at his home in 
Titusville, Fla., on Aug. 19, ac- 
cording to officials with the New- 
comer Funeral Home there. He 
will be buried at Biloxi National 
Cemetery on Thursday with full 
military honors. 

He was one of the original 
Tuskegee Airmen, the country’s 
first black military pilots and 
crew, who fought overseas during 
World War II but faced discrimi- 
nation when they returned home. 





From wire services 


Correction 


On Sept. 2, Stars and 
Stripes published a Let- 
ter to the Editor regard- 
ing personal relationships 


between servicemembers 
while on a deployment. The 
letter was falsely attributed 
to Chief Warrant Officer 
2 Randy Grady, and Stars 
and Stripes did not proper- 
ly verify the identity of the 
writer. We regret the error. 
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Openness: Mullen essay critical of 
Pentagon communication efforts 


OPENNESS, FROM PAGE 1 


Freelancer Nir Rosen, who has 
reported downrange for Time 
and Rolling Stone, said military 
officials overseas nearly blocked 
his embed requests because pro- 
files labeled him as an opponent 
of the Iraq war and warned that 
he might “circumvent security 
and administrative restrictions 
in order to pursue other story an- 
gles” — charges he vehemently 
denied. 

Last week Ron Martz, presi- 
dent of the Military Reporters 
and Editors Association, called 
the entire episode “alarming.” 

“Tt speaks to this whole issue of 
trying to shape the message and 
that’s not something the military 
should be involved with,” he said. 

Farsetta said she won’t believe 
the Pentagon has undergone a 
real culture change until she 
hears an acknowledgement from 
defense officials that sometimes 
“bad news” happens. 

“War inherently isn’t popular, 
for obvious reasons,” she said. 
“There are parts of it that you 
can’t spin away, no matter how 
hard you try.” 


Promise of openness 


Shortly after his inaugura- 
tion in January, Obama issued a 
governmentwide memo on open 
government policies, noting that 
“transparency promotes account- 
ability” and reminding agen- 
cies that citizens have a right to 
know “what their government is 
doing.” 

But beyond changes to the re- 
lease of some public records and 
the granting of permission to use 
social media services such as 
Twitter and Facebook to interact 
with citizens, the White House 
has not offered any specific di- 
rectives to the Pentagon regard- 
ing how it handles its interactions 
with the media or the public. 

And despite the publication of 
his critical essay, Mullen him- 
self is not recommending any 
changes to the public affairs or 
strategic communications efforts 
— and defense officials said they 
have not planned any immediate 


This newspaper is authorized by the Department of Defense for members of the military services overseas. However, the con- 
tents of Stars and Stripes are unofficial, and are not to be considered as the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government. 
As a DOD newspaper, Stars and Stripes may be distributed through official channels and use appropriated funds for distribution to 


remote locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. 


modifications in reaction to the 
chairman’s remarks. 

Capt. John Kirby, spokesman 
for Mullen, said the article was 
designed to spur conversation 
among defense officials in ad- 
vance of the Quadrennial De- 
fense Review. He added that the 
issue of message management 
within the ranks “has bothered 
the chairman for some time.” 


the nature of military missions 
doesn’t lend itself to the same 
openness as a Fortune 500 com- 
pany or even other government 
agencies. 

“You can’t have the wife of a 
soldier finding out he was killed 
from a Twitter post,” he said. 
“You can’t have openness com- 
promise a mission. So in a lot of 
ways they’re going through infor- 
mation issues that the business 


Pentagon ie al 
i a “Overall, the sc nptisuel. 
Se sel administration seems mee ae 
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for openness, 
making more 
files available 
through Free- 
dom of Infor- 
mation Act 
requests and using new media to 
disseminate military news. 

But earlier this summer, both 
the House and Senate Armed 
Services Committees raised con- 
cerns over the amount of money 
being spent on military strategic 
communications. The Depart- 
ment of Defense budgeted nearly 
$5 billion for recruiting, advertis- 
ing and public relations this year, 
according to The Associated 
Press, and that doesn’t include 
some media contracts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

Meredith Fuchs, general coun- 
sel for the National Security 
Archive, a nongovernmental re- 
search institute at George Wash- 
ington University in Washington, 
said so far her impression of the 
new, more open Pentagon is “a 
mixed bag.” 

The decision earlier this year 
to reverse the ban on photogra- 
phers observing the return of 
troops killed in combat overseas 
was a positive step, but little else 
has followed, she said. 

“Overall, the administration 
seems more open, but it will prob- 
ably take a while,” she said. 


Losing the message 


Geoff Livingstone, a fellow at 
the Society for New Communi- 
cations Research, a media and 
public relations think tank, said 


probably take a while. i 


general counsel, National Security Archive 


ingstone said 
the overman- 
agement of 
information 
by any group 
— in the Pen- 
tagon’s case, carefully scrub- 
bing news releases, discouraging 
troops from speaking to report- 
ers without supervision, selecting 
and rejecting journalists based 
on their past coverage — dam- 
ages the overall message. 

“Everything gets so buttoned 
up, you get a vanilla press re- 
lease that says nothing,” he said. 
“If you have an overemphasis on 
controlling the message, you can 
lose its impact.” 

Mullen acknowledged as much 
in his essay. 

“We shouldn’t care if people 
like us,” Mullen wrote. “That isn’t 
the goal. The goal is credibility. 
And we earn that over time.” 

Livingstone echoed othermedia 
experts’ assessments that the 
tough talk is a positive first step 
for the department, but it only 
hints at the possibility of a more 
open Pentagon. Patrice McDer- 
mott, director of OpenTheGov- 
ernment.org, said she’d welcome 
any such change in attitude. 

“T think it is a positive step if 
the Defense Department spends 
less time involved in the sorts 
of things that were done by the 
Bush administration: planting 
stories, engaging in psy-ops via 
the media,” she said. “We need to 
trust that our government is tell- 
ing the truth, to us and to others.” 


Meredith Fuchs 
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2nd lieutenant in Japan organizes amateur boxing matches 


base boredom nit 


By T.D. FLAck 


Stars and Stripes 


MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan — It was 
standing room only in the Misawa Collo- 
cated Club as 24 amateur boxers pounded 
their way through the base’s first Friday 
Night Fight Night. 

The big winner, 
however, was not in 
the ring. It was orga- 
nizer 2nd Lt. Megan 
McDonough, whose 
fight was to defeat 
boredom for service- 
members on base. 

The club quickly 
filled to its 850-per- 
son capacity, with 
a wildly cheering 
crowd piled around 
the ring where airmen and civilians, Jap- 
anese and Americans, officers and en- 
listed battled. And more than two hours 
after the first punch was thrown, a line 


McDonough 


still snaked out the door, 
with people hoping to 
gain entrance. 

McDonough, with 
the 35th Maintenance 
Group, — brainstormed 
the event. She fell in love 
with the sport and earned three national 
amateur boxing titles before joining the 
Air Force a year ago. 

“The whole reason that we started all 
this was to keep airmen on base, to give 
airmen something to do on base,” she 
said. “Yeah, it’s for the fighters, but it’s 
mainly for spectators. 

“T think that people are bored and 
they just want something to do here, 
something different,” she said. “It brings 
something new to the table besides going 
to bars every night.” 

The first match of the night pitted 35th 
Air Wing commander Col. David Stilwell 
against his executive officer, Capt. Har- 
old Tongson. 


For video of the Friday Night Fight 
Night bouts, go to 


stripes.com/go/boxing h 


Base officials said 
Tongson’s original op- 
ponent had to drop out 
at the last minute. Stil- 
well — who boxed intra- 
murals at the Air Force 
Academy for a year 
— volunteered to fight in his place. 

The panel of three judges awarded the 
decision to Stilwell after he and the cap- 
tain went toe-to-toe for three rounds. 

Stilwell gave high marks for the event 
and for McDonough’s “passion for the 
ring.” 

“The athletes who competed Friday 
night showed just what kind of condition- 
ing is required to box,” Stilwell said in an 
e-mail to Stars and Stripes. “It’s an out- 
standing test of endurance and stamina 
as well as good clean fun when conduct- 
ed safely.” 

McDonough said safety was a huge 
factor in planning the event. 

The fighters were medically screened 
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A contestant lands 
a right cross during 
a heavyweight bout 
at Misawa Air Base, 

Japan’s first Friday 

Night Fight Night. 


Jama D. SuTTER 
Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 
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and attended one of her boxing sessions 
so she could assess their skill level. They 
wore the bigger, and somewhat softer, 18- 
ounce gloves and full-coverage head pro- 
tection was required. They fought three, 
two-minute rounds with a one-minute 
break between each round. 

She said while a few who fought Fri- 
day night had some experience, “most of 
them have never had an amateur fight.” 
McDonough wants to hold the event on a 
regular basis. 

“Amateur boxing is a safe sport,” she 
said. “There’s not a whole lot of people 
who get hurt in amateur boxing and that’s 
fighting with 10- and 12-ounce gloves.” 

When you add full-coverage head gear, 
and “big, padded gloves, you reduce the 
risk factor by a lot,” she said. 

Anyone interested in future fights can 
call McDonough at DSN 226-3090 or e- 
mail her at megan.mcdonough@misawa. 
af.mil. 





E-mail T.D. Flack at: flackt@pstripes.osd.mil 
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Admiral doesn't expect changes in U.S. alliance with Japanese 


The Associated Press 


WELLINGTON, New Zealand — The 
United States’ top military officer in the 
Pacific said Wednesday he doesn’t expect 
major changes to his country’s defense re- 
lationship with Japan despite the election 
of a new government that has vowed to re- 
evaluate its ties with Washington. 

Adm. Timothy Keating also said the U.S. 
had resumed talks with China’s military 
for the first time in 10 months, while not- 
ing that Washington is concerned about 
some of the weapons systems Beijing is 
developing. 


“T don’t think there will be any significant 
reworking” of the defense partnership with 
Japan, Keating told The Associated Press 
during a visit to New Zealand. He said he 
was “very confident” that U.S. force levels 
in Japan would remain near their current 
numbers. 

The U.S. stations some 50,000 troops in 
Japan under a post-World War II mutual 
security treaty. The U.S. 7th Fleet is based 
in Yokosuka, just south of Tokyo, and the 
USS George Washington aircraft carrier 
has its home port there — the only Ameri- 
can aircraft carrier with a home port out- 
side of the United States. 


Japanese voters flocked to the polls last 
weekend to elect the opposition Democrat- 
ic Party of Japan — which included in its 
campaign a pledge to seek a more equal 
relationship with the U.S. on issues such as 
defense. 

But Keating said he did not see big chang- 
es in the two allies’ military relationship. 

“We will enjoy free and unfettered access 
to Japanese ports — we have a large battle 
group stationed close to Japan, including a 
nuclear powered aircraft carrier,’ Keating 
said. 

Keating also confirmed that top-level 
talks between the U.S. and China’s military 


started up over the weekend for the “first 
time since October 2008 we have been able 
to engage in official military-to-military 
dialogue with China.” 

He said some of their weapons and mili- 
tary capabilities “don’t appear to us to 
support their notion of peaceful rise and 
harmonious integration, so we will watch 
carefully with many others to see how that 
development unfolds.” 

Asked if he was referring to China’s 
ballistic missile and submarine fleet pro- 
grams, Keating said, “those and others. I 
can’t get into specific intelligence.” 
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Raumat Gut/AP 


A U.S. soldier stands guard Wednesday near the site of a suicide attack in Mehterlam, Afghanistan. A 
Taliban suicide bomber detonated his explosives as Afghanistan’s deputy chief of intelligence visited a 
mosque east of Kabul on Wednesday, killing the Afghan official and 23 others. 


Afghan intel official killed 


By RosBert H. REID 
The Associated Press 


KABUL — A Taliban suicide 
bomber attacked officials leav- 
ing a mosque east of the capital 
Wednesday, killing the country’s 
deputy intelligence chief and 23 
other people in a major blow to 
Afghanistan’s security forces. 

The brazen assault occurred as 
tensions are running high after 
last month’s divisive presidential 
election and a sharp rise in U.S. 
casualties — events that have al- 
ready raised alarm in Washing- 
ton over the future of President 
Barack Obama’s strategy to turn 
the tide of the war. 

A Taliban spokesman claimed 
responsibility for the bombing, 
which happened as Afghan dig- 
nitaries were leaving the main 
mosque in Mehterlam, 60 miles 
east of Kabul, after ceremonies 
marking the Islamic holy month 
of Ramadan. 

The bomber approached the 
crowd on foot and detonated an 
explosive belt, killing 23 people, 
including Abdullah Laghmani, 
deputy chief of Afghanistan’s Na- 
tional Directorate for Security 
and the target of the attack, ac- 
cording to provincial spokesman 
Sayed Ahmad Safi. 

The chairman of the local pro- 
vincial council and the executive 


Blast kills 
Afghanistan’s deputy 
chief of intelligence 
Abdullah Laghmani 
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director of the local governor’s 
office also died in the blast, Safi 
said. 

Laghmani, a close ally of Presi- 
dent Hamid Karzai, was a major 
figure in Afghanistan’s security 
and intelligence apparatus and 
his death was a setback to Afghan 
efforts to curb Taliban and other 
extremist activity. 

Laghmani formerly served as 
intelligence chief for Kandahar, 
the former Taliban spiritual capi- 
tal in southern Afghanistan, and 
fought with a Tajik-dominated 
alliance that helped oust the Is- 
lamist movement from power 
during the U.S.-led invasion of 


2001. 

In his most recent post, Lagh- 
mani directed intelligence op- 
erations especially in eastern 
Afghanistan and appointed local 
security officials throughout the 
area. 

The attack occurred in a rela- 
tively safe city, serving as a dead- 
ly reminder that the militants 
are capable of striking even in 
areas where their influence is not 
strong. 

U.S. troops cordoned off the 
blast site, filled with blood-spat- 
tered hulks of burned-out vehi- 
cles set on fire by the explosion. 
The local hospital was jammed 
with more than 50 wounded. 

“Tt is indefensible that such an 
attack was carried out at amosque 
during the holy month of Rama- 
dan,” said Peter W. Galbraith, the 
deputy U.N. chief here. “The con- 
trast between the vast majority 
of Afghans who yearn for peace 
during this holy month and those 
who conducted this attack could 
not be more stark.” 

Karzai said in a statement that 
the “enemy” tried to kill “brave 
and hardworking” officials, but 
others would take their place. 

The assassination of such a 
senior figure was a shock to the 
Karzai administration, already 
under fire for alleged fraud dur- 
ing the Aug. 20 presidential vote. 
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Taliban tactics 





By KAREN DEYOUNG 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — The Taliban 
has become a much more potent 
adversary in Afghanistan by im- 
proving its own tactics and finding 
gaps in the U.S. military playbook, 
according to senior U.S. military 
officials who acknowledged that 
the enemy’s resurgence this year 
has taken them by surprise. 

U.S. rules of engagement re- 
stricting the use of airpower and 
aggressive action against civil- 
ians have also opened new space 
for the insurgents, officials said. 
Western development projects, 
such as new roads, schools and 
police stations, have provided 
fresh targets for Taliban road- 
side bombs and suicide attacks. 
The inability of rising numbers 
of American troops to protect 
Afghan citizens has increased re- 
sentment of the Western presence 
and the corrupt Afghan govern- 
ment that cooperates with it. 

As President Barack Obama 
faces crucial decisions on his war 
strategy and declining public sup- 
port at home, administration and 
defense officials are studying the 
reasons why the Taliban appears, 
for the moment at least, to be 
winning. 

In the spring, Obama outlined 
a broad new direction for the 
war that he said his predecessor 
had starved of attention and re- 
sources. He changed the military 
leadership on the ground, asked 
Congress for additional money 
and authorized more manpower. 

But many U.S. officials and 
their allies feel that they are in 
a race against time and the de- 
termination of a battle-hardened 
enemy that has learned from its 
own mistakes and those of U.S. 
and NATO forces over nearly 
eight years of combat. Gen. Stan- 
ley McChrystal, the new U.S. 
commander in Afghanistan, gave 
Obama an assessment this week 
of what he described as a “seri- 
ous” situation. 

“The point is that the Taliban, 


spring surprise 
on U.S. forces 








who have had avery clear aim and 
means from the very beginning, 
have been able slowly and steadi- 
ly to get better at what they’re 
doing,” said a European official 
whose country’s troops are fight- 
ing alongside U.S. forces. More 
U.S. and NATO troops have been 
killed in 2009 than in any year 
since the war began in late 2001; 
U.S. deaths in August reached an 
all-time monthly high of 47. 

Although McChrystal’s report 
has not been publicly released, 
officials said it calls for further 
significant strategic revisions. In 
the coming weeks, Obama will 
weigh the merits of McChrystal’s 
recommendations and _ decide 
whether to provide whatever ad- 
ditional troops are necessary to 
implement them. 

U.S. military officials differ 
on the extent of Taliban success 
and the reasons for it. Senior U.S. 
commanders in eastern Afghani- 
stan, where insurgent leader 
Jalaluddin Haqqani’s network is 
dominant, said that the sophisti- 
cation of the insurgents’ attacks 
had increased markedly, begin- 
ning with bloody battles along the 
Pakistan border last summer. 

To many of the Americans, 
it appeared as if the insurgents 
had attended something akin to 
the U.S. Army’s Ranger school, 
which teaches soldiers how to 
fight in small groups in austere 
environments. 

The insurgents have largely 
abandoned the large-unit attacks 
of several years ago. “In 2005, Ma- 
rines and Army units were hav- 
ing pretty decisive engagements” 
against massed Taliban fighters, 
another senior officer said, add- 
ing that “every time, we killed 
them in very large numbers.” 

Small bases and checkpoints 
manned by Afghan national secu- 
rity forces have become preferred 
targets for the Taliban, he said, 
because they are “isolated and 
easy to kill,” and the Afghan units 
are relatively easy to infiltrate for 
intelligence. 


Embassy: Hazing, nude parties said to be compromising security 


EMBASSY, FROM PAGE 1 


The message described scenes 
of abuse including guards and 
supervisors urinating on people 
and “threats and intimidation 
from those leaders participating 
in this activity.” 

Multiple guards say these con- 
ditions have created a “climate of 
fear and coercion.” Those who re- 
fuse to participate are often ridi- 
culed, humiliated or even fired, 
they contended. 

ArmorGroup’s management 
is aware of the conditions but 
has not stopped it or disciplined 


those responsible, the letter says. 
Two supervisors alleged to be 
the worst offenders have been al- 
lowed to resign and may now be 
working on other U.S. contracts, 
the group said. 

Wackenhut Services, Armor- 
Group North America’s _par- 
ent company, did not respond to 
a request for comment on the 
allegations. 

“These are very serious alle- 
gations,” Kelly said, adding that 
the State Department has been 
talking to the contractor about 
“addressing deficiencies in their 
performance.” 


The group’s investigation found 
sleep-deprived guards regularly 
logging 14-hour days, language 
barriers that impair critical com- 
munications, and a failure by the 
State Department to hold the con- 
tractor accountable. 

The State Department has 
been aware of ArmorGroup’s 
shortcomings, the letter says, but 
hasn’t done enough to correct 
the problems. It cites a July 2007 
warning from the department to 
ArmorGroup that detailed more 
than a dozen performance defi- 
ciencies, including too few guards 
and armored vehicles. Another 


Two supervisors 
alleged to be the worst 
offenders have been 
allowed to resign and 
may now be 
working on other 
U.S. contracts. 


“cure notice” was sent less than a 
year later, raising other problems 
and criticizing the contractor for 


failing to fix the prior ones. 

In July 2008, however, the de- 
partment extended the contract for 
another year, according to the no- 
tice. More problems surfaced and 
more warning notices followed. 
Yet during a congressional hear- 
ing on the contract in June, State 
Department officials said the prior 
shortcomings had been remedied 
and security at the embassy is 
effective. 

The contract was renewed 
again through 2010. 

Nearly two-thirds of the guards 
are from Nepal and northern India 
and don’t speak adequate English. 
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4 lragis sentenced to hang 


By SAMEER N. YACOUB 
The Associated Press 


BAGHDAD — A Baghdad 
court convicted four members of 
Iraq’s security forces Wednesday 
of involvement in a bank robbery 
in the Iraqi capital that left eight 
bank guards dead and sentenced 
them to death. 

A three-judge panel gave the 
men a month to appeal the swift 
sentence in a case that has the 
potential for political fallout after 
at least one of the suspects was 
linked to an Iraqi vice president. 

Gunmen broke into the state- 
run Rafidain Bank at about 4 
a.m. on July 28, killing three on- 
duty guards and five others on 
the premises who were either on 
a break or asleep, according to 
police investigators. About 5.6 
billion Iraqi dinars — or $4.8 
million — was stolen. 

Most of the money was later 
recovered in the office of a news- 
paper owned by Vice President 
Adel Abdul-Mahdi, a_ senior 
member of Iraq’s largest Shiite 
party, investigators said. 

Abdul-Mahdi has denied any 
involvement but said one of those 
charged in the robbery worked 
as part of his security detail. 

He has said any suggestion 
of wrongdoing on his part was 
a politically motivated attempt 
to sabotage his re-election ef- 
forts in next January’s national 
elections. 

A fifth defendant, who worked 
at the newspaper, was acquitted 
for lack of evidence. 

The head of Iraq’s Bar Associa- 
tion was critical of what he called 
a hasty trial with clear political 
dimensions. 

Diaa al-Saadi, who is not in- 
volved in the proceedings, said 
he believed the government was 


Gulf Air resumes flights 
to Iraq; first since 1990 


MANAMA, Bahrain — Bah- 
rain’s state carrier Gulf Air 
says it has resumed commercial 
flights to Baghdad for the first 
time since Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in 1990. 

The airline is the first in the 
Gulfto resume commercial flights 
to Iraq following the invasion. 

Tuesday’s statement says the 
airline plans to fly to Iraq’s capi- 
tal five times per week. 

It says Gulf Air will add flights 
to the northern city of Irbil and 
the southern holy city of Najaf by 
the end of the month. 


DOD announces general 
officer assignments 


A pair of Army generals who 
recently served in Iraq have been 
nominated by President Barack 
Obama for new assignments, 
with one receiving a promotion 
to lieutenant general, according 
to a Defense Department news 
release. 

In the case of Lt. Gen. Frank G. 
Helmick, the president nominat- 
ed him for reappointment to his 
current rank and tapped him for 
anew job: commander of the 18th 
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Iraqi policemen stand guard outside Rafidain Bank in central Baghdad on Wednesday. The bank was the 
site of a robbery in July in which eight guards were killed. Four men received death sentences in the case. 


trying to wrap up the case quick- 
ly to avert political damage to the 
vice president. 

He also said that among those 
still at large were two members 
of the presidential guards linked 
to Abdul-Mahdi who had a key 
role in planning and carrying out 
the robbery. 

“The investigation should be 
thorough in order to hold all the 
people involved accountable for 
this crime,” he said. 


Airborne Corps, headquartered 
at Fort Bragg, N.C. 

Helmick had been in charge 
of the Multi-National Security 
Transition Command-Iraq since 
July 2008. As head of MNSTC-I, 
Helmick oversaw the organizing, 
training and equipping of Iraqi 
forces. 

Prior to that, Helmick com- 
manded the U.S. Army Southern 
European Task Force in Vicenza, 
Italy. 

The Defense Department also 
announced that Maj. Gen. Mark 
P. Hertling has been nominated 
for a third star. 

Hertling was in charge of 
Multi-National Division-North 
from October 2007 to Decem- 
ber 2008, while also serving as 
commander of the 1st Armored 
Division, headquartered in Wies- 
baden, Germany. 

Hertling left Europe in mid- 
May for Fort Monroe, Va. For 
the past three months, Hertling 
has served as a special assistant 
to Gen. Martin E. Dempsey, who 
heads the Army’s Training and 
Doctrine Command. Hertling 
has focused on_initial-entry 
training. A TRADOC spokesman 
identified Hertling as a deputy 
commander. 





From staff and wire reports 


The sentencing Wednesday 
took just two minutes, as one of 
the judges read the decision and 
then ordered the men to be taken 
out of the courtroom. 

They were convicted of mur- 
der and robbery under Iraq’s 
anti-terrorism law. 

An Interior Ministry official 
said investigators found that the 
robbery was a criminal act and 
had nothing to do with financing 
insurgents or any other groups. 


He spoke on condition of ano- 
nymity because he was not per- 
mitted to talk to news media. 

The chief judge, who refused 
to be identified for personal se- 
curity reasons, said shortly after 
the sentencing that the four sus- 
pects at large would be tried in 
absentia. 

He did not set a trial date. 

The proceedings in the case 
were emotionally charged, with 
a judge briefly adjourning hear- 
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ings after relatives of those killed 
in the heist beat and spat on the 
defendants. 

The relatives were banned 
from entering the court for the 
sentencing. Outside the court- 
room, Ali Hussein Ali said he 
was Satisfied with the sentencing 
of the men who killed his brother 
but that the feeling will not be 
“complete until the others who 
are still at-large are arrested and 
brought to justice.” 

Sabah Hamid, a relative of one 
of the other victims, demanded 
immediate justice and said the 
families want an “execution 
of these criminals as soon as 
possible.” 

He also said Iraq’s security 
forces should do more to capture 
the suspects still at large. 

A day earlier, Amnesty Inter- 
national pressed Iraq to put a halt 
to executions, saying many death 
sentences were being handed 
down in court proceedings that 
do not meet international stan- 
dards for fair trials. 

The human rights group said 
Iraq was believed to have at least 
1,000 people on death row, includ- 
ing 150 people who had exhaust- 
ed all legal means to stop their 
executions and faced hanging. 

In a report, the group said the 
Iraqi government lacked trans- 
parency about the executions it 
has carried out. 

Iraq has never released total 
figures on executions. Amnesty 
said it had counted 194 execu- 
tions since the death penalty was 
reinstated in August 2004. 

In Iraq’s_ volatile northern 
city of Kirkuk on Wednesday, 
a roadside bomb hit an Iraqi 
army patrol, killing one soldier 
and wounding two others, said 
military spokesman Col. Khalil 
al-Zubaei. 


U.S. extends air transport contract 
for Blackwater subsidiary in Iraq 


By MATTHEW LEE 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — State De- 
partment officials said Wednes- 
day they have extended acontract 
with a subsidiary of the security 
firm once known as Blackwater 
USA despite the fact the compa- 
ny is not allowed to work in the 
country. 

Three officials said the con- 
tract with Presidential Airways 
to provide air support for U.S. 
diplomats was temporarily ex- 
tended because the firm chosen 
to replace it is not yet ready to 
take over. 

The contract was due to expire 
on Sept. 3 and be taken over a day 
later by Dyncorp International. 

Presidential is the air wing of 
Xe Services, which used to be 
known as Blackwater. 

The Iraqi government refused 
to grant the company an operat- 
ing license earlier this year amid 
continued outrage over a 2007 
lethal firefight involving some of 


its employees in Baghdad. 

One official said that providing 
helicopter air support for Ameri- 
can diplomats in Iraq — trans- 
porting them and overflying 
their convoys — is a “complex 
challenge” and that “a slower 
transition to DynCorp taking 
over the task order is in the best 
interest of the government.” 

“We unilaterally extended the 
current task order ... to ensure 
the continued security and safety 
of U.S. personnel in Iraq,” the of- 
ficial said. 

All three officials said Iraqi 
authorities had been informed of 
the extension, which was first re- 
ported by ABC News on its Web 
site. 

“They understand the need for 
additional time to get this right,” 
said one. 

The officials spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity because they 
were not authorized to discuss 
the contract publicly. 

They said they did not expect 
the extension to last beyond six 


months. 

The State Department had 
informed Blackwater in Janu- 
ary that it would not renew its 
contracts to provide security for 
U.S. diplomats in Iraq because of 
the Iraqi government’s refusal to 
grant it an operating license. 

The Presidential Airways 
contract was the last of those 
contracts to expire. Blackwa- 
ter guards stopped protecting 
American diplomats in al Hillah, 
Najaf and Karbala, all south of 
Baghdad, in August. 

Iraqis had long complained 
about incidents involving Black- 
water’s ground operations. 

Then a shooting by Blackwa- 
ter guards in Baghdad’s Nisoor 
Square in September 2007 left 17 
civilians dead, further strained 
relations between Baghdad and 
Washington and led U.S. pros- 
ecutors to bring charges against 
the Blackwater contractors 
involved. 
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Petty Officer 1st 
Class Ben “Doc” 
Taylor, center, a 
hospital corpsman 
from Naval Air 
Station Sigonella, 
Sicily, talks 
Romanian airmen 
through the 
process of using a 
tourniquet. Taylor is 
serving at FOB 
Lagman as the 
medic assigned 

to Platoon 821 of 
Explosive Ordnance | 
Disposal Mobile 
Unit 8. 
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Gear needs hamper 
Romanian EOD unit on 
missions in Afghanistan 


By SANDRA JONTZ 
Stars and Stripes 


FORWARD OPERATING BASE LAGMAN, Af- 
ghanistan — The hardest thing for Romanian air 
force Staff Sgt. Marius Turenschi, an explosive 
ordnance technician, to do is watch his battlefield 
brothers roll out of the base while a lack of proper 
equipment keeps him from joining the mission. 

Airmen with the explosive ordnance disposal 
branch of Romania’s 70th Aviation Engineers Regi- 
ment arrived in early July, but their training doesn’t 
approach American standards and their equipment 
is not suited to operating among rocks, dust and 
ditches. 

“We are air force EOD,” said Turenschi, 26. “We 
are used to operating on an air base, searching 
planes.” 

Their lone robot can climb steps, search a plane 
and even open overhead airplane compartments, 
but it is not designed for the Afghan battlefield, Tu- 
renschi said. 

“No robot. That is our problem. But we are work- 
ing to change that,” Turenschi said, noting that the 
Romanians are buying equipment similar to that 
used by U.S. forces. 

U.S. sailors from Platoon 821 of EOD Mobile Unit 
8, based in Sigonella, Sicily, were asked by Roma- 
nian leaders to assess the ability of the country’s 
troops and equipment to operate in Afghanistan, 
said trainer Petty Officer 1st Class Michael Murray, 
30. 

“We run them through drills to assess them, the 
same drills we run ourselves,” said Murray. 

At home, the Romanians receive just four months 
of EOD schooling, compared to the 13 months for 
U.S. Navy techs. The training the Romanians get at 
Lagman includes classes in tactical combat casualty 
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Staff Set. Traian Necsesou, 28, with the EOD 
branch of Romania’s 70th Aviation Engineers Regi- 
ment, practices placing a tourniquet on himself 
using one hand. U.S. military personnel carry 
“blow out” medical kits that contain personal 
medical supplies in the event they are wounded. 


care, far superior to the basic life support training 
they received at home. 

That training, in part, has enabled the Romanians 
to go out on the more rudimentary unexploded ord- 
nance calls, for “only the munitions, with no wires 
and nothing suspicious,” said Turenschi. 

While their capabilities are limited, their willing- 
ness is not, Murray said. 

He added: “They’re using what they have and 
making it work.” 
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U.N.: Afghan poppy 
production declined 
steeply in last year 


By Douc.Las BircH 
The Associated Press 


KABUL — _ Afghanistan’s 
opium production fell 10 percent 
last year and prices are at their 
lowest in a decade, meaning “the 
bottom is starting to fall out” of 
the world’s largest opium market, 
the U.N. said Wednesday. 

A key finding of the 2009 Af- 
ghan Opium Survey, released 
Wednesday, was that cultivation 
in Helmand province, a Taliban 
stronghold where U.S. and British 
troops have launched major op- 
erations this summer, dropped by 
about a third from 2007 to 2008. 
Helmand produces almost 70 per- 
cent of Afghanistan’s opium. 

“At a time of pessimism about 
the situation in Afghanistan, 
these results are a welcome piece 
of good news and demonstrate 
that progress is possible,” Antonio 
Maria Costa, executive director 
of the U.N.’s office on drugs and 
crime, said in a statement. 

Afghanistan produces 90 per- 
cent of the world’s supply of opium, 
the raw ingredient used to make 
heroin, and the multibillion-dol- 
lar crop has helped finance insur- 
gents and criminal groups, fueled 
official corruption and weakened 
the country’s central government. 

The U.N. said that a “mar- 
riage of convenience” between 
insurgents and criminal groups 
is Spawning narco-cartels in Af- 
ghanistan. Because of that link, 
U.S. and NATO troops began ac- 
tively targeting drug warehouses 
for the first time this year. The 
U.N. reported that in the first half 
of 2009, military operations de- 
stroyed 50 tons of opium, 7 tons of 
morphine, 1.5 tons of heroin, and 
27 laboratories for turning opium 
into heroin. 

British officials, who are lead- 
ing counter-narcotics work in 
Afghanistan, estimate that the in- 
surgents finance their operations 
with the help of annual opium 
profits that range anywhere from 
$100 million to $400 million. 

The U.N.’s Costa and U.K. of- 
ficials attributed the declines in 
cultivation and production to the 
work of local governors, eradi- 
cation efforts, drug seizures by 
Afghan forces and programs to 
replace poppies with legal crops. 

However, some analysts say the 
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An Afghan youth walks under an 
anti-poppy billboard Wednesday 
in Kabul. Afghanistan’s opium 
production fell 10 percent last 
year and prices are at their 
lowest in a decade, the U.N. 
said Wednesday. 


production decline is due to lower 
world prices for the drug. 

Opium cultivation in Afghani- 
stan peaked in 2007 and has now 
fallen two consecutive years. The 
amount of Afghan cropland de- 
voted to opium poppy cultivation 
fell from about 478,000 acres in 
2007 to 304,000 acres this year. 

“The bottom is starting to fall 
out of the Afghan opium market,” 
the U.N. said. 

Opium production in Afghani- 
stan has not fallen as fast as the 
decline in acreage devoted to 
poppy plants, because farmers 
are using improved strains and 
agricultural practices to extract 
more opium paste out of each 
bulb. 

The survey reported that Af- 
ghanistan is still producing 6,900 
tons of opium a year, 1,900 tons 
more than the world consumes. 

That overproduction, experts 
say, has saturated the market, 
driven down prices and made the 
crop less profitable — and may 
be behind the drop in cultivation. 
Farm prices for opium this year 
dropped by about a quarter, ac- 
cording to U.N. figures. 
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IN THE WORLD 


/.0-magnitude quake kills 33 in Indonesia 


By ANTHONY DEUTSCH 
The Associated Press 


JAKARTA, Indonesia— A pow- 
erful earthquake rattled southern 
Indonesia on Wednesday, killing 
at least 33 people crushed by fall- 
ing rock or collapsed buildings 
and sending thousands fleeing 
outdoors for safety in the middle 
of the workday. 

Hospitals quickly filled with 
scores of injured people after the 
magnitude 7.0 quake struck off 
the southern coast of the main 
island of Java, where most of 
Indonesia’s 235 million people 
live. The death toll was expected 
to rise. 

“The earthquake was_ shak- 
ing everything in my house very 
strongly for almost a minute,” 
said Heni Maryani, a resident in 
the town of Sukabumi. “I grabbed 
my children and ran out, I saw 
people were in panic, women 
were screaming and children 
were crying.” 

Disaster officials said hundreds 
of homes and buildings had col- 
lapsed or were severely damaged 
in three districts in densely popu- 
lated West Java. The worst report 
of fatalities was from a village in 
Cianjur district, where about 30 
people were still believed trapped 
under rocks and dirt, the official 
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People stand outside a house damaged by an earthquake in the town of Garut, West Java, Indonesia, on 
Wednesday. A powerful 7.0-magnitude earthquake rattled southern Indonesia, killing at least 33 people. 


Antara news agency reported. 

A tsunami warning was issued 
after the quake struck at 2:55 
p.m., but revoked an hour later. 

Muharaham Ardan, a univer- 
sity lecturer in the town of Tasik- 
malaya, about 70 miles from the 
epicenter, said it was the biggest 
quake he had ever felt. 

“We all ran out in panic, we 
didn’t even put our sandals on,” 


he said. “The neighbors were 
shouting: ‘Get out of the house! 
Get out of the house!” 

A Social Affairs Ministry of- 
ficial said more than 700 houses 
and buildings were badly dam- 
aged and at least 33 people had 
died. The disaster management 
agency reported deaths in the 
districts of Cianjur, Tasikmalaya 
and Sukabumi in West Java. 


Antara reported that 12 fami- 
lies, or about 30 people, were 
trapped in houses buried by the 
landslide in Rawa Hideung vil- 
lage, Cianjur district. Six bodies 
had been recovered and the fate 
of many others was unknown, 
a resident, Agus Sobandi, was 
quoted as saying. 

Fifi, who like many Indone- 
sians goes by one name, said he 


Iran signals interest in nuke negotiations 


By BriAN MurpPuHy 
The Associated Press 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— There is no shortage 
of warnings that Sep- 
tember could be a very 
bumpy month for Iran. 

What is still miss- 
ing, however, are clear 
signals from the U.S. 
and its European allies 
on what specific new 
sanctions they could 
seek if Iran snubs 
their deadline to begin 
talks over its nuclear 
program. 

Iran’s top nuclear negotiator 
on Tuesday offered some room 
for possible compromise. Saeed 
Jalili told reporters the Islamic 
regime was open to internation- 
al dialogue, but gave no further 
details. 

The comments were noted 
Wednesday during a six-nation 
meeting in Germany with en- 
voys from the permanent U.N. 





Jalili 


Security Council nations — the 
U.S., France, Britain, Russia and 
China — to discuss Iran’s nuclear 
ambitions and possible strategies 

to make Tehran commit 
| to talks. 

But there will likely be 
no serious back-pedaling 
from sanction threats 
until it is clearer wheth- 
er Iran is genuinely open 
for talks or just stalling 
as it struggles with deep 
internal upheaval after 
the disputed presidential 
elections in June. 

German Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman Jens 
Ploetner said Iran had not made 
any formal gestures to back up 
the nuclear negotiator’s openings 
for dialogue. 

“Consequently ... from our point 
of view nothing has changed,” 
Ploetner said. 

He added that the meeting near 
Frankfurt was not expected to 
produce concrete strategies, but 
offered a chance to review “pos- 


Graphic British safety video is an Internet hit 


LONDON — A graphic British public service announcement about 
the dangers of sending text messages while driving has become an 
Internet hit and sparked debate around the world. 

The Gwent police force in Wales said Wednesday that an extract 
from a video it made for use in schools has been viewed more than 
6 million times on YouTube and other Web sites since it was posted 
last month. The 30-minute film shows a bubbly teenager named Cassie 
who triggers a pileup that kills four people when she tries to send a text 
message while driving. 





From The Associated Press 


sible negotiating options in the 
coming months.” 

Experts say there are several 
points where the West could par- 
ticularly sting Tehran, including 
expanding the travel bans on of- 
ficials, cutting off exports of gas 
station-ready fuel and targeting 
more of the overseas links to 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard. 

It is still too early for any clear 
plans to emerge. 

President Barack Obama and 
key European allies have given 
Iran until this month to open ne- 
gotiations on its uranium enrich- 
ment program and other aspects 
of the nuclear program. Wash- 
ington has not set any specific 
deadlines beyond the end of the 
month, and has not clarified what 
it would consider an appropriate 
overture by Iran. 

Western nations and others 
worry Iran could move toward de- 
velopment of nuclear arms. Iran’s 
leaders, however, insist they seek 
only energy-producing reactors. 

Germany and France — both 
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important trade partners with 
Iran — have recently become far 
more forceful in their threats of 
possible sanctions. 

In Berlin, German Chancel- 
lor Angela Merkel stood along- 
side French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy on Monday in a show of 
unity with Washington that was 
clearly aimed at getting Iran’s 
attention. 

“Germany and France will be 
united in calling for a strengthen- 
ing of sanctions” if Iran stonewalls 
the West, said Sarkozy. Added 
Merkel: “Iran should know that 
we mean this very seriously.” 

The only hints about the direc- 
tion of possible new measures has 
come from Merkel, who spoke of 
stiffer restrictions in the “energy, 
financial and other important 
sectors.” 

Sarkozy said Monday there 
were “many ideas” on poten- 
tial sanctions, but stressed the 
“whole international commu- 
nity” should back any further 
crackdowns on Iran. 
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saw at least 20 houses collapse in 
his village of Pameungpek. Some 
villagers were slightly injured, 
but all his family members were 
safe. 

“Residents here are still stay- 
ing outside. We are afraid of af- 
tershocks,” he said. 

The quake was felt over roughly 
half of Java island. In the capital, 
Jakarta, 120 miles from the epi- 
center, panicked office workers 
ran onto the streets. 

Health Ministry Crisis Center 
chief Rustam Pakaya said at least 
27 people were admitted to hospi- 
tal in Jakarta and the number of 
injured was rising. 

The U.S. Geological Survey 
said the underwater quake was 
magnitude 7.0 and had a depth of 
about 30 miles. 


Official: Ties 
between China, 
U.S. to be tested 


The Associated Press 


BEIJING — Wrangling over 
the troubled global economy, cli- 
mate change and security hot 
spots will test sometimes unsteady 
U.S.-China relations the rest of 
this year, the new U.S. ambassa- 
dor to Beijing said Wednesday. 

A week and a half into his post, 
Ambassador Jon Hunstman said 
global, “big-picture issues” were 
coming to define relations be- 
tween Washington and Beijing. 

At the top of President Barack 
Obama’s instructions to him, he 
said, are shoring up the world 
economy, dealing with regional 
security troubles like Iran and 
Pakistan and securing an agree- 
ment on reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

“We'll put to the test the dura- 
bility of the U.S.-China relation- 
ship over the coming months,” 
Hunstman said, in his first inter- 
view with the American media 
since taking up his post. 
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IN THE STATES 


‘Violently dra 


Reporters say they 
had crossed back to 
China when detained 


By Lisa LEFF AND HyunG-JIN Kim 
The Associated Press 


SAN FRANCISCO — Two American 
television reporters imprisoned in North 
Korea for months say communist soldiers 
“violently dragged” them back when they 
returned to Chinese soil after briefly cross- 
ing into the reclusive country. 

In an article posted Tuesday on Current 
TV’s Web site, Laura Ling and Euna Lee 
said they hesitantly followed their guide 
when he beckoned them across a frozen 
river into the North and were “firmly 
back” on the Chinese side when North 
Korean border guards grabbed them on 
March 17. 

“We tried with all our might to cling to 
bushes, ground, anything that would keep 
us on Chinese soil, but we were no match 
for the determined soldiers,” the journal- 
ists wrote in their most thorough account 
of the circumstances of their arrest. 

“They violently dragged us back across 
the ice to North Korea and marched us 
to a nearby army base, where we were 
detained.” 

At the time of their arrest, the two were 


Weather helps 
combat huge 
fires in Calif. 


By JACOB ADELMAN AND 
RAQUEL MARIA DILLON 
The Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — Firefighters made 
more progress Wednesday against a giant 
wildfire that has ravaged a national forest 
north of Los Angeles as investigators said 
the blaze was human-caused and officials 
began letting more people back into their 
homes. 

Officials are still trying to figure out 
what set off the blaze in the Angeles Na- 
tional Forest that had burned nearly 219 
square miles by early Wednesday. 

Deputy incident commander Carlton 
Joseph would only say that the fire was 
human-caused, but it’s not known specifi- 
cally how it was started or whether it was 
accidental or arson. 

Joseph said a human cause could include 
a range of things from a dropped cigarette 
to a spark from a lawn mower. Joseph says 
investigators have several leads and notes 
that lightning has been ruled out as a pos- 
sible cause. 

Investigators huddled beneath a par- 
tially burnt oak tree Wednesday near the 
spot where fire started — signs that the 
probe is actively under way. Pink and yel- 
low tape roped off part of a ravine next 
to the tree where small red flags were 
planted. 

Firefighters have created a perimeter 
around 22 percent of the blaze, largely 
by removing brush with bulldozers and 
setting controlled burns. Bulldozers still 
have 95 miles of fire line to build, mostly 
on the blaze’s eastern front near the San 
Gabriel Wilderness Area. 

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger visited the 
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Jae C. Hone/AP 


Euna Lee, front, and Laura Ling arrive 
in California on Aug. 5 following their 
release from North Korea. 


reporting a story for San Francisco-based 
Current TV about North Korean women 
who were forced into the sex trade or ar- 
ranged marriages when they defected to 
China. 

After their capture, Lee and Ling were 





ged to N. Korea 


sentenced to 12 years of hard labor for 
trespassing and “hostile acts” against 
North Korea. 

The women were held until the North 
pardoned them in early August after a 
landmark trip to Pyongyang by former 
President Bill Clinton. 

The journalists said they “didn’t spend 
more than a minute on North Korean soil 
before turning back” to the Chinese side, 
and recalled there were no signs marking 
the international border at the area. 

“To this day, we still don’t know if we 
were lured into a trap,” the two wrote. 

“In retrospect, the guide behaved oddly, 
changing our starting point on the river at 
the last moment and donning a Chinese po- 
lice overcoat for the crossing, measures we 
assumed were security precautions.” 

The journalists acknowledged it was 
“ultimately our decision” to follow their 
guide. 

The guide and Current TV producer 
Mitch Koss were able to escape at the time 
of arrest. 

Ling and Lee said while they were in de- 
tention, they swallowed their notes, dam- 
aged videotapes and made other efforts to 
protect the identities of their sources. 

The two said some parts of their captiv- 
ity were too painful to revisit publicly, but 
their experiences “pale when compared to 
the hardship facing so many people living 
in North Korea or as illegal immigrants 
in China.” 





Jae C. Hone/AP 


Firefighters watch a fire burn Tuesday near homes in La Crescenta, Calif. 


fire area Wednesday morning and served 
breakfast to firefighters, scooping cereal 
into paper bowls and giving them plenty of 
protein so “they get all pumped up for the 
next fight out there with those fires.” 

“The crews are making excellent prog- 
ress based on the improved weather con- 
ditions,’ U.S. Forest Service incident 
commander Mike Dietrich said. 

Since erupting Aug. 26, the blaze has 
destroyed more than five dozen homes, 
killed two firefighters and forced thou- 
sands of people from their homes. 

Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee Baca 
said only 50 homes in his jurisdiction 
remained under mandatory evacuation 
Wednesday, down from 4,000 on Tuesday. 
He said that about 2,000 homes in the city 
jurisdiction were under mandatory evacu- 
ation orders. 

Officials also were keeping a close eye 
on the wind, which had been calm over- 
night but could pick up Wednesday after- 
noon and move flames closer to homes and 
a historic observatory on Mount Wilson. 

In a hillside neighborhood of Glendale, 


Frank Virgallito stood in a group anxious- 
ly watching a controlled burn edge toward 
their neighborhood. 

Virgallito said he and his neighbors had 
been on high alert since Friday but ig- 
nored a voluntary evacuation. 

“You don’t sleep well,” Virgallito said. “I 
get up every hour and a half or two hours 
to get a good view of where the fire is. For 
four days we’ve been a little sleep-de- 
prived. It’s unnerving.” 

The flames crossed the Angeles Crest 
Highway into the San Gabriel Wilderness 
to the east on Tuesday, Lowenthal said. 

Firefighters and longtime residents 
know it could be so much worse. Autumn 
is the season for the ferocious Santa Ana 
winds to sweep in from the northeastern 
deserts. 

“If we had Santa Anas [winds], we still 
have all this open land here on the west- 
ern flank and islands of vegetation would 
throw embers into the air, which would 
blow down to the homes,” Fire spokesman 
Henry Martinez said. “Let’s hope that 
doesn’t happen.” 
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White House hosts 
dinner to celebrate 
month of Ramadan 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President Barack 
Obama on Tuesday praised American 
Muslims for enriching the nation’s culture 
at a dinner to celebrate the Islamic holy 
month of Ramadan. 

“The contribution of Muslims to the 
United States are too long to catalog be- 
cause Muslims are so interwoven into the 
fabric of our communities and our coun- 
try,’ Obama said at the iftar, the dinner 
that breaks the holiday’s daily fast. 

The president joined Cabinet secretar- 
ies, members of the diplomatic corps and 
lawmakers to pay tribute to what he called 
“a great religion and its commitment to 
justice and progress.” 

Attendees included Congress’ two Mus- 
lim members — Reps. Keith Ellison and 
Andre Carson as well as ambassadors 
from Islamic nations and Israel’s ambas- 
sador to the United States, Michael Oren. 

Obama shared the story of Bilqis Abdul- 
Qaadir, another invited guest, who broke 
a state record for most career points as a 
Massachusetts high school student. 

“As an honor student, as an athlete on 
her way to Memphis, Bilgis is an inspira- 
tion not simply to Muslim girls — she’s an 
inspiration to all of us,” he said. 

Obama also noted the contributions of 
Muhammad Ali, who was not in atten- 
dance, though the president borrowed 
a quote from famous boxer, explaining 
religion. 

“A few years ago,” Obama said, “he 
explained this view — and this is part of 
why he’s The Greatest — saying, ‘Riv- 
ers, ponds, lakes and streams — they all 
have different names, but they all contain 
water. Just as religions do — they all con- 
tain truths.’” 


ABC News: Gibson retiring 


NEW YORK — ABC News says 
Charles Gibson is retiring and Diane 
Sawyer will replace him as the an- 
chor of “World News.” 

Sawyer’s elevation means that, 
with Katie Couric, two of the three 
leading anchors for the broadcast 
networks will be women. 

Gibson said he had been plan- 
ning to retire at the end of 2007 but 
events compelled him to stay. He 
was named anchor following the 
death of Peter Jennings and the 
wartime injury of Bob Woodruff. 
He’s been at ABC News for 35 years 
and says he plans to continue as a 
contributor. 


Crash victim to be exhumed 


WHITE PLAINS, N.Y. — A law- 
yer says the body of a woman who 
killed herself and seven other people 
by driving a minivan the wrong way 
on a New York parkway and crash- 
ing into an SUV will be exhumed for 
testing in an attempt to counter find- 
ings that she was drunk. 

The woman’s July 26 crash on the 
Taconic State Parkway just north of 
New York City killed her, her daugh- 
ter, her three nieces and three men. 
Toxicology tests found she had been 
drinking and smoking marijuana. 

Her husband, Daniel Schuler, in- 
sists she wasn’t drunk. He says he 
believes she suffered a stroke. 





The Associated Press 
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stan Lee sizes up 


Disney-Marvel deal 


he phone 
rang at about 
6 a.m. It’s not 
every morn- 
ing that the chair- 
man of Walt Disney 
Studios calls you so 
close to dawn, even if 
you're Stan Lee. 

The executive, 
Richard Cook, Mon- 
day wanted Lee — the 
Marvel Comics mas- 
termind — to hear 
the news direct from 
Disney: The Mouse 
House was buying 
Marvel Entertain- 
ment for $4billion. 
“He told me at the 
same time that it was 
officially announced,” 
Lee said. “I was very 
happy to hear it. I was 
flattered to hear it.” 

That says it all. Lee, the man who helped birth 
Spider-Man and Iron Man and Thor and X-Men 
and so many of Marvel’s thousands of charac- 
ters, was “happy to hear it.” Papa was proud. 

We asked Lee — now chairman emeritus at 
Marvel and head of POW! Entertainment — to 
size up the financial adoption of so many of his 
Marvel-born “children.” 


So what was your initial reaction to the news, 
Stan? 

Stan Lee: It was exciting. I think it’s the best 
thing for the two companies. The synchronicity 
is perfect. Disney makes great movies, but you 
need a subject to make the movies out of. Marvel 
has a library of (more than 5,000) characters. 
Certainly half of them would make great movies. 

So have you long been an admirer of Disney’s, 
then? 

Lee: Being associated with Disney is the 
dream of a lifetime. The things Disney did just 
knocked me out (when I was young) — Mickey 
Mouse to Bambi and Pinocchio and Snow White. 
And then there were the nature movies and now 
movies like ‘Pirates of the Caribbean.’ I think 
they’re wonderful movie marketers — they’re 
the best marketers you can find anywhere. And 
to combine them with Marvel — the two compa- 


New House 


magine the pitch meetings at Disney-Mar- 
vel studios, though some might not go over 
too well: 
m@ “The Hulk IV: 
Nightmare at Pooh 
Corner.” (Finally 
Eeyore’s got 
something 
to REALLY 
whine about.) 
m@ Beauty 
gets anew 
Beast. His name 
is Thor, and his 
hammer is huge. 
@ Captain America, 
sensing that Hannah 
Montana’s virtue may 
again be at risk, bars her 
from a photo shoot with 
the Jonas Brothers. 
@ Belle, Ariel and Jasmine 
form the Princess Justice 
League for land, sea, air smack- 
down with Mystique and Enchant- 





iz 





AP file 


Marvel Comics mastermind Stan Lee admires some of his drawings, the 
rights to which are now the property of Disney. 


nies I’m in love with the most. 

Iron Man, Spider-Man, Thor, Captain Ameri- 
ca, X-Men — these are like your children. 

Lee: Ahh. You’re warming the cockles of my 
heart. 

So are your children in safe hands now? 

Lee: Oh, the best possible hands. I have tre- 
mendous respect for the Disney people, having 
been associated with them for the past three 
years. 

They’re talented and knowledgeable and ratio- 
nal — and are all nice guys. 

So as a creator or co-creator of so many of 
these Marvel characters, are there any you’d 
like to see developed that we haven’t seen yet or 
aren’t in development? 

Lee: Marvel has a dozen others written down 
that (they’re considering). Ant-Man is on that 
list, believe it or not. And they have others. 

It might be like picking your favorite child, 
but is there one of your characters you’d es- 
pecially like to see be developed into a feature 
film. 

Lee: They’re all my favorites, but if I were 
picking them, I’d say Doctor Strange. The Mas- 
ter of the Mystic Arts. You can get some great 
special effects. 


— Michael Cavna/The Washington Post 


oF MouseE 
ress. 

Naturally, as the Marvel and Disney cul- 
tures mix, some clash of content awaits: 


@ The Thing will have 
to put on some real 
pants! 


@ Pluto and 
Wolverine will 
now have to share 
the same kennel. 

Guess who wins 
the battle for table 
scraps? 


™@ No more bra-less 
scenes in the rain for 
Spider-Man’s on-screen 
squeeze, Kirsten Dunst. 


m@ In the “X-Men” films, 
Storm will now be played by 
.. Minnie Mouse. (Sorry, Halle 
— the ol’ girl still has studio 
pull.) 
— The Washington Post 
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Duggars expecting No. 19 


ichelle Duggar’s 
19th caught her by 
surprise. 

The 42-year-old 
mom of 18 noticed that she 
wasn’t losing weight — even 
though she and husband Jim Bob 
were on Weight Watchers — and 
her youngest child, 8-month-old 
Jordyn-Grace, was fussing while 
nursing. In the past, she found 
a fussy infant meant a change 
in breast milk that came with 
pregnancy. 

So she took a 
pregnancy test. 
“And lo and behold, 
I was just pleas- 
antly surprised 
that this was 
positive,” Duggar 
said Tuesday. “I 
was just jump- 
ing up and down 
going, “Thank you, 
Lord. Here am 
I — 42, thinking 
my baby days are 
over — and you’ve 
blessed us with 
another one.’” 

Michelle and Jim 
Bob Duggar live 
in Tontitown, Ark., 
and are featured 
with their family 
on TLC’s “18 Kids 
and Counting.” 

The announce- 
ment of the Dug- 
gars’ 19th child 
comes as their 
oldest, 21-year-old 
Josh, is about to become a father 
himself. Married last year, Josh 
and Anna Duggar are expecting 
their first child, a girl, on Oct. 18. 


Abdul returns to TV 


Paula Abdul is back in the 
judge’s seat — but not on the 
“American Idol” stage. 

Abdul cameos in Lifetime’s 
“Drop Dead Diva” as a gavel- 
banging, glammed-up version 
of herself in a dream sequence 
set in a Los Angeles courtroom. 





Sony Pictures Television/AP 


Paula Abdul makes a 

special guest appearance 
in the upcoming Lifetime 
series “Drop Dead Diva.” 


In the over-the-top scene, the 
former “Idol” judge dispenses 
oh-so-fabulous justice in the form 
of a vocal and fashion critique. 

At one point in her scene from 
the Sept. 13 episode, “Judge 
Paula” rises from the bench to 
reveal her “belted and bedaz- 
Zled” ensemble — a chunky belt 
and glittery skirt below a flowing 
top crafted from a black judge’s 
robe. Abdul appears in Jane’s 
dream to motivate her to contin- 
ue suing a clothing retailer that 
only sells small 
dresses. Abdul’s 
final verdict: “It’s 
nice being the only 
judge.” 


Nude video 


‘nightmare’ 


ESPN sports- 
caster Erin 
Andrews said in 
an interview with 
Oprah Winfrey that 
having secretly 
videotaped nude 
footage of her 
distributed on the 
Internet was a 
“nightmare.” 

Andrews also 
tells Winfrey she 
“opened up the 
computer (and) 
could feel my heart 
pounding.” 

Andrews’ at- 
torney has said the 
blurry five-minute 
video was shot at a hotel without 
her knowledge and she plans to 
seek criminal charges and file 
lawsuits against whoever shot the 
video and anyone who publishes 
it. 

The reporter also says she’s 
excited to get back to work this 
fall, adding “‘it’s really going to 
help me heal my wounds.” 

Andrews was to return to the 
air Thursday night for the first 
time since the video became 
widespread news. 

— The Associated Press 


Twain returning 
to spotlight 


ountry music singer Shania 

Twain is slowly stepping 
back into the spotlight after the 
break up of her marriage to Rob- 
ert “Mutt” Lange in May 2008. 

Twain has been Keeping a low 
profile, aside from a brief ap- 
pearance at the Country Music 
Association awards last Novem- 
ber. But this week she will be a 
guest judge on “American Idol” 
during the Chicago auditions, 
and she has reached out to fans 
by posting a personal letter and 
video travelogue on her Web site. 

Reba McEntire hopes this will 
mark Twain’s re-emergence onto 
the scene. 

“The country music industry is 
ready for Shania Twain to come 
back, definitely,” said McEntire. 

Twain posted the letter and 
video on her Web site Friday, her 
44th birthday, to show what she 
and her son have been up to in 
the past year. 





AP file 


Singer Shania Twain appears at 
the CMA Awards in November. 


“T hit a very big bump in the 
road,” she wrote. “But Eja and 
I are doing well and with all 
the concern you, my fans, have 
shown over this difficult period, I 
want you to see for yourself that 
we are doing fine, by sharing 
these personal images with you.” 


— The Associated Press 
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SHIFTING GEARS 


sister's excuse: 
Cover story or 
real coneern? 


Dear Tom and Ray: 

My sister and I recently had an argument. She drives 
only short distances, rarely more than five miles. She 
wants her ’98 Buick Regal with 40,000 miles to last as 
long as possible. Therefore, she refused to drive the 
350 miles to visit for the holidays. I believe that an oc- 
casional long drive actually extends the life of the car. 
Which one of us is correct, and why? — Bill 

RAY: Well, I think she just didn’t want to visit you, 
Bill. Do you have a houseful of bratty kids or a neglect- 
ed cat box or something? 

TOM: She cer- 


tainly wouldn’t 
ruin the car by 
putting another 


700 miles (round 
trip) on it. After 
all, that’s what cars 
are designed to do: 
Drive places. But 
is it GOOD for the 
car? Not really. 

RAY: In the old 
days, when cars had 
carburetors, and 
excess fuel poured 
into the cylinders, 
taking a long, high- 
speed ride could 
help burn off some 
of the carbon de- 
posits that tended to build up on the pistons. But fuel 
injection meters the fuel so precisely on modern cars 
that carbon deposits rarely are a problem. 

TOM: The only problem with repeated short drives 
now is moisture. When the engine runs, one of the by- 
products of combustion is water. That water is sent out 
the tailpipe. But if you drive only a few miles, the ex- 
haust system and muffler never get hot enough to va- 
porize that water. That makes the exhaust system rust 
prematurely. 

RAY: So your sister may drive up to the pumps 
and say, “Fill her up, check the oil and change the 
muffler!” 

TOM: But you don’t need to drive 350 miles to heat up 
your exhaust system. Five or 10 miles will do it, depend- 
ing on the weather. And, in any case, a long trip once a 
year is not going to help keep your muffler from rusting 
anyway, if it’s staying moist the other 364 days. 

RAY: So there’s no real advantage for her car in 
making this trip. In fact, the opposite is true. There’s a 
pretty direct correlation between the number of miles 
driven and the end of a car’s life. So in general, the 
fewer miles a car is driven, the longer it lasts. 

TOM: So forget about the car, Bill. Send your sister 
a plane ticket for Christmas next year. But if she starts 
chirping about all the potential wear and tear on the 
airplane, give up. 





Click and Clack 


Tom and Ray Magliozzi 





Got a question about cars? E-mail Click and Clack by visiting the 
Car Talk Web site at www.cartalk.com. 
King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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While the Hyundai Equus will be new to America when it arrives in late 2010, the car is well established in Asia, 


the Middle East and Europe. 


Hyundai unveils a new horse 


By RICHARD WILLIAMSON 
Scripps Howard News Service 


With the U.S. introduction of the 
luxurious 2009 Genesis, Hyundai 
began moving up-market with a 
vengeance. 

That trajectory will continue in 
2010 as the Korean carmaker launch- 
es an even more ambitious flagship, 
currently known as the Equus. 

Designed to challenge some of the 
best models from BMW, Mercedes- 
BenzandtheJapaneseluxury brands, 
the Equus is a rear-drive sedan that 
is larger than the Genesis. 

Hyundai execs believe that Gen- 
esis made its case for a move against 
the luxury brands by winning “Car 
of the Year” honors at the 2009 North 
American International Auto Show 
in Detroit and converts among the 
well-heeled motorcar enthusiasts. 

While the Genesis was designed 
to challenge the BMW 5-Series, the 
Equus might be a contender against 
the BMW flagship 7-Series, the au- 
tomaker believes. Introduced at 
this year’s New York Auto Show, the 
Equus has been making appearances 
at dealerships around the country. 

While the Equus would be new to 
America when it arrives in late 2010, 
the car is well established in Asia, the 





2011 Hyundai Equus 


TYPE: Rear-drive, five-passenger, full-size sedan 
PRICE: TBA, estimated to start under $60,000 


KEY RIVALS: BMW 7-Series, Audi A8, Lexus LX 460 


POWER: 3.8-liter, 290-horsepower Lambda V6 or a 4.6-liter, 375- 
horsepower Tau V8; six-speed auto transmission 


FUEL ECONOMY: TBA 


Middle East and Europe. In South 
Korea, Hyundai builds a limousine 
version of the car. 

Unlike the first generation of the 
Equus introduced in 1999 as a front- 
drive sedan, the second-generation 
model that has been making the U.S. 
rounds will be rear-drive. The new 
model was introduced to the Chinese 
market in June. 

The first generation Equus was 
actually designed by Mitsubishi Mo- 
tors, which sold its version of the car 
overseas as the Dignity. The second- 
generation is designed and built en- 
tirely by Hyundai. 

While some versions of the Equus 
sell for as much as $96,000 in South 
Korea, the U.S. version is expected 
to begin at less than $60,000. 

The Equus is available with a 
choice of engines: a 3.8-liter, 290- 
horsepower Lambda V6 or a 4.6- 


VOLVO CARS MILITARY SALES. PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU. 


Find additional benefits on military.volvocars.com 





liter, 375-horsepower Tau V8, both 
mated with a six-speed automatic 
transmission. 

While the Genesis and Equus sup- 
posedly share Hyundai’s new rear- 
drive platform, the Equus wheelbase 
is about 4 inches longer. The back 
seat is designed to be roomy and well 
equipped. 

While Genesis is remarkably 
well matched against other luxury 
brands, the name Hyundai still 
lacks the cachet of the German and 
Japanese brands. Hyundai once con- 
sidered creating a separate luxury 
brand akin to that of Infiniti, Lexus 
or Acura but forsook the idea due to 
its prohibitive cost. 

What Hyundai does offer is more 
equipment and luxury amenities at 
lower prices. One suspects that even 
investment bankers might be look- 
ing for a better deal in a car. 


A TRULY SAFE INVESTMENT IN AN UNSAFE WORLD: 
MILITARY.VOLVOCARS.COM 


Great extras, no extra cost. Pick your favourite 2010 Volvo at special factory prices. 
Then add metallic paint and our exclusive climate package plus the opportunity of 
choosing one or two pre-selected luxury options (depending on model) - all at no 
extra costs. Save up to $4,825* now on top of special Military pricing. 


*Volvo S80 with Climate Package, metallic and single options. Offers available for the Volvo C30, C70, S40, S80, V50, V70, 
XC70 and XC9QO. Limited offer, for more details see your local Volvo representative or visit military.volvocars.com 
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Value of Medicare Advantage questioned 
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Some seniors say private insurance plans put profits above patient care 


By Matt SEDENSKY 
The Associated Press 


MIAMI — Cecile Sangiamo 
liked her health insurance — until 
she needed to use it. 

The 72-year-old Clearwater, 
Fla., resident had been on the 
federally subsidized, privately 
run Medicare Advantage policy 
through WellCare Inc. for about 
three years when she started 
having pain that made it hard to 
walk. 

Her doctor’s referral to an or- 
thopedic specialist was denied 
by the insurer. Her out-of-pocket 
costs were higher than she was 
initially told. And when Sangiamo 
needed surgery, she said, Well- 
Care offered some unexpected 
medical advice. 

“Take pills and use a walker,” 
Sangiamo remembered being told 
by the insurer, which declined to 
comment on the case. 

“T wanted to say, ‘I’ll take the 
walker and bang you in the head 
with it.” 

Seniors have flocked by the 
millions to Medicare Advantage, 
privately run plans offered as an 
alternative to traditional, govern- 
ment-run Medicare. Programs 
that promise lower premiums or 
other perks have combined with 
heavy marketing from insurance 
companies to make the programs 
double in size in the last six years 
to nearly 11 million members and 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Japanese yen (Sept. 3) 

South Korean won (Sept. 3).......... 1,216.00 

Euro costs (Sept. 3) 

Dollar buys (Sept. 3) 

British pound (Sept. 3) 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar)........csccssscsreseseeeees 0.3770 

Bahrain (Dina l)..........ccscsccssssscsececsccersecereres .3770 

British pound 

Canada (Dollar) ...........cccssessccscecsccscereerers 1.1075 

CIM ACY WAN) sessissssecccsessdeceosctestsecssssoesceseese 6.8321 

DENMALK (KONE) ......cccsccsssssccerscsceecerserers 5.2411 

EQV SE (POUND csccisssticceeisicstdicnsiciestsestistaens 5.5308 
$1.4207/.7039 

HONG KONG (Dollar) ..........ssscssssecsseceseeences 7.7512 

Hungary (Forint) 

ISrael (SHEKEL) ........cccecscceserscsscsceecsrsccerees 3.8093 

Japan (Yen) 

KUWaAiIt (DiNAP) ..........cccscecsccsceceecssscceserseeers .2876 

NOrway (KON) .......sssscesesecscsssssescerecesess 6.1159 

Philippines (Peso) 

Poland CZIOCY) sccsscssscesscasecessesceccssssscarcvecsesseses 2.94 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ou... esssssssseseeeesees 3.7503 

SiNgapoOre (Dollar) uuu... sesecscsssessceseceres 1.4434 

South Korea (Won) 

Switzerland (Franc) .... 

Thailand (Baht) 

Turkey (N@W Lira) .......sscesececsssesssssereres 1.5161 

(Military exchange rates are those avail- 

able to customers at military banking 

facilities in the country of issuance 

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 

Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 

nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 

purchasing British pounds in Germany), 

check with your local military banking 

facility. Commercial rates are interbank 

rates provided for reference when buy- 

ing currency. All figures are foreign 

currencies to one dollar, except for the 

British pound, which is represented in 

dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is 

dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


PIM Fate .......cccccssccsecssecsssesssesssesssseseeees 3.25 
DISCOUNT Fate .......ccccccccccsscssscsssccssscseeees 0.50 
Federal funds market rate......... 0.00-0.25 
B-MONTH Dill... etcesscesceseceseeceseeesees 0.12 
30-YEAr DONT .......cecseeceeccssescsecercesceecerees 4.19 
Sources: Bank of America, The Associated Press 
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Dr. Michael Sedrish, director of Utilization Management for the 
Medisys Health Network, stands between shelves of patient files at 
Jamaica Hospital in New York. “No one ever gave these insurance 
companies the right to decide who should live and who should die,” 


Sedrish said. 


growing. 

But critics say that Sangia- 
mo’s case is all too common and 
that the plans put profits above 
care and denials of service are 
routine. 

Profits at the insurers offer- 
ing Medicare Advantage have far 
outpaced expectations, and their 
expenses to treat clients have 


A DAY ON WALL STREET 


Sept. 1, 2009 
Dow Jones 
industrials 


-185.68 
9,310.60 M 


Pct. change from previous: -1.96% 


Sept. 1, 2009 
Nasdaq 
composite 
-40.17 
1,968.89 M 


Pct. change from previous: -2% 


Sept. 1, 2009 
Standard & 
Poor’s 500 


-22.58 
998.04 M 


Pct. change from previous: -2.21% 


SOURCE: SunGard 
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been far lower than projected. 
Advantage insurers are re- 
quired to offer perks beyond tra- 
ditional Medicare, such as gym 
memberships or hearing aids. 
Enrollees also often get care co- 
ordination among the many doc- 
tors an older person might have. 
But there is no standardization 
of the thousands of plans seniors 
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Senior health care enrollment grows 


Spending and enrollment on private Medicare Advantage plans 
have surged since 2003, when the government added lucrative 


subsidies for insurers. 
Medicare Advantage costs ... 





... and enrollment (as of July ’09) 
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Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 


can choose from, and co-pays and 
premiums vary widely. 

In the debate on overhauling 
the U.S. health care system, Ad- 
vantage has been criticized as 
an example of a broken system 
that costs too much, confuses en- 
rollees and suffers from a lack of 
oversight. Government payouts 
for Advantage total $111 billion 
a year and, on average, 14 per- 
cent more per patient than tra- 
ditional Medicare have made the 
plans a key target for lawmakers 
and President Barack Obama, 
who has cited it frequently as too 
costly. 

Proponents of Advantage and 
the many seniors who like their 
coverage hail its added benefits 
and care coordination. But even 
many backers acknowledge one 
of its toughest problems is few 
seniors understand the essential 
difference in private plans: Even 
services covered by traditional 
Medicare that doctors deem 
medically necessary routine- 
ly need the insurers’ advance 
approval and are sometimes 
denied. 

“Every decision is based on 
not what’s right for the patient, 
but what’s right for the bottom 
line,” said Dr. Michael Sedrish, 
who coordinates HMO payments 
for Medisys Health Network, 
which runs three New York City 
hospitals. 

Insurers make big profits 
from Advantage. A GAO report 
released last year and based on 
2006 data shows Advantage in- 
surers’ profits were $3.36 billion, 
far exceeding a projected $2.03 
billion. And though enrollment 
grew quickly, medical expenses 
were $360 million lower than 
projected. 

A year earlier, the insur- 
ers’ profits were nearly triple 
projections. 

The Obama _ administration 
already has announced new re- 
strictions on Advantage plans, 
including closer scrutiny of high- 
deductible coverage, but more are 
expected and might be included 
as part of the overall health re- 
form bill. 

Obama has focused on Advan- 


tage as one of an array of changes 
to pay for his health initiatives. 

“There’s no showing that se- 
niors are healthier using Medi- 
care Advantage than _ using 
regular Medicare,” he said last 
month in Raleigh, N.C. “But, 
taxpayers, you fork over an ad- 
ditional $177 billion to them 
over 10 years. You take that out 
— that right there helps pay for 
millions of people who could get 
coverage.” 

At Jamaica Hospital, it all 
became clear with Angela 
Dispenza. 

The New Yorker was a healthy 
77-year-old when she fell two 
years ago and fractured her 
back. 

Doctors thought it obvious that 
Dispenza should be admitted to 
the hospital, then receive reha- 
bilitation as her best chance to 
walk again. The hospital says her 
Medicare Advantage plan, Ox- 
ford, denied her hospital admis- 
sion, rehabilitation and even an 
ambulance ride home. 

The hospital admitted Dispen- 
za anyway. It was paid, though 
not in full, only after going public 
with the case. Dispenza was able 
to walk out of the hospital on her 
own; doctors said she would have 
been bedridden and died without 
the treatment they insisted on. 

Sedrish, whose Medisys net- 
work of hospitals in New York 
owns Jamaica Hospital, found her 
case such an egregious example 
of denials he says he sees so often 
that he set out to prove it. 

He analyzed files for 16 months 
in 2006 and 2007, looking only at 
patients from one insurer, Ox- 
ford, in need of just two types 
of care, acute rehabilitation and 
treatment for traumatic brain 
injuries. Of 46 such cases, the 
hospital says, all but three were 
denied. 

Oxford declined to comment. 

“There are barriers on top of 
barriers on top of barriers to try 
and prevent people to get the ser- 
vices,” Sedrish said. 

“No one ever gave these in- 
surance companies the right to 
decide who should live and who 
should die.” 


Friday, September 4, 2009 





By Marcia DUNN 
The Associated Press 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — A 


A new fully loaded tank will be 
installed on the second spacewalk 
of the mission Thursday night. 
The old one will be returned to 
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was deemed minor; deeper dam- 

age likely would have forced an 

early end to the spacewalk. 
Shortly before the spacewalk 


olbert hopes treadmill will trim down 
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astronauts 


pair of spacewalkers successfully Earth aboard Discovery. got under way, the space station Michael Barratt 
tackled a hefty tank removal job The tanks are massive by space- officially got its new $5 million moves the 
at the international space sta- walking standards: Nearly 5 feet treadmill that is named for Col- Combined 


tion Tuesday as their crewmates 
unloaded comedian Stephen Col- 
bert’s namesake treadmill for all 
“those famously fat astronauts.” 

The only concern Nicole Stott 
and Danny Olivas had about 
mass — everything is weightless 
up there, after all — involved the 
huge ammonia tank they needed 
to disconnect. They held the freed 
tank steady until a robot arm 
grabbed it. 


long, 7 feet wide and 4 feet high. 
The old one has been up there 
since 2002. 

A moment of concern arose 
1% hours into Tuesday evening’s 
spacewalk when Olivas noticed 
fraying on the index finger of his 
right glove, following the tank re- 
moval. Mission Control evaluated 
the problem for several minutes 
before giving him a “go” to re- 
main outside. The stitching defect 


bert. It was one of the first items to 
be unloaded from the moving van 
that was delivered by Discovery. 

Colbert, known for his Comedy 
Central program “The Colbert 
Report,” was out of the country 
Tuesday. But he said through 
his New York publicist that “my 
treadmill will ... help trim down 
those famously fat astronauts.” 
The word “my” was underlined. 
“Lay off the Tang, Chubby!” 





| Operational Load 
Bearing External 
Resistance 
Treadmill, or the 
COLBERT, aboard 
the international 
space station 

on Tuesday. 


=| NASA/AP 





WEATHER OUTLOOK 


FRIDAY’S FORECAST 
Ors 


National forecast 





Forecast highs for Thursday, Sept. 3 Sunny Pt. Cloudy Cloudy ate a pas Tene = S ma 
Athens 84 71 Clr Lisbon 78 64 pc 
Auckland 62 48 Rain London 72 58 Rain 
Baghdad 105 78 Clr Madrid 92 75 Clr ee 
Basra 114 85 pc Managua 93 73. Clr Pacific 
Bahrain 100 89 Clr Manila 88 77. Rain 
Bangkok 89 75 Rain Mecca 109 90 Cir ; Ocean 
Barbados 86 77 Rain Melbourne 59 39 pc 


Barcelona 85 72 pc Mexico City 75 55 pc 















































Beijing 82 62 Clr Montevideo 57 55 Rain 
Beirut 88 76 pc Montreal 72 49 Clr 
Belgrade 83 55 Clr Moscow 71 48 pc 
Berlin 89 59 Clr Nairobi 77 57 pc 
Bermuda 85 79 pc Nassau 91 77 Clr 
Bogota 68 35 pc New Delhi 93 82 Rain 
Brasilia 82 56 pc Nice 83 72 Clr 
Brisbane 71 41 Clr Osaka 87 73 Clr 
Brussels 70 57. Rain Oslo 68 59 Rain 
Bucharest 81 52 pc Panama 93 75 Clr 
Budapest 82 48 pc Paris 75 62 Rain 
Buenos Aires 64 53. Cldy Perth 66 48 Rain 
Cairo 91 74 Clr Prague 85 49 Clr 
Calgary 83 53 Clr Rio de Janeiro 82 68 Clr 
Caracas 92 79 pc Rome 89 71 Clr 
Colombo 86 80 Rain San Jose 86 67 Rain 
Fronts Pressure Copenhagen 73 62 Rain  SanJuan 89 81 Cir 
Cold Warm: Stationary Low  -Hipk’ ‘Dhahran 109 82. Clr SanSalvador 87 68 Clr 
AN les © @ Dhaka 93 81 Clr Santiago 58 50 Cldy 
Dili 92 77 Clr Sao Paulo 84 63 pc 
Dubai 107 89 Clr Sapporo 77 62 Cldy 
Dublin 62 50 Rain Seoul 84 62 Clr 
: = j W7 oS eS EQ yg ae 7 . sald a sf . Rain 
ote : VAL Se ee eneva ain ofia pc 
Nea ; Oe M4, Re Se} pe O Guatemala. 7860 pc. Stockholm 7360 pc 
Hanoi 91 79 Rain Sydney 70 50 Clr “ps . 
Showers Rain T-storms Flurries Snow Ice Harare 81 40 Clr Taipei 95 82. Clr sho Philippine 
Havana 91 71 Clr Tegucigalpa 86 59 pc 
a 7 Helsinki 64 55 Rain Tehran 89 69 = Cir 
Unsettled Weather Remains in Plains and Southeast HongKong 93 82 Clr Tel Aviv 87 70 Clr 
Islamabad 94 77 pc Tokyo 86 71 pc 
A weak trough in the South combined with a stationary front Istanbul 75 68 Rain Turin 85 60 Clr 
across the Gulf of Mexico and the Plains will result in continued ape ie = ba a oF = a 
showers and storms across much of the Plains and Southeast. A Johannesburg 79 55 Clr Valletta 86 72 Clr 
cold front will bring rain to portions of the Pacific Northwest. Kabul 84 64 Rain Vancouver 68 56 Rain 
Kiev 71 51 pc Vienna 79 56 Clr 
KualaLumpur 84 73 Rain Warsaw 75 50 Clr 
Weather Underground * AP Kywait 109 78 Clr = Zurich 88 52. Rain 
Thursdays’s U.S. temperatures 
City Hi Lo Wthr Casper 86 48 Clr Erie 75 52 Clr Jacksonville 85 71 Cldy Montgomery 86 66 PClidy Richmond 79 60 Cldy Spokane 78 61 PCldy 
Abilene, Tex. 95 71 Cldy Charleston, S.C. 81 65 Cldy Eugene 79 50 Cldy Juneau 59 m_ Clidy Nashville 82 60 Cldy Roanoke 80 53 PCldy Springfield, Ill. 80 53 Clr 
Akron, Ohio 77 50 Clr Charleston, W.Va.80 51 Clr Evansville 81 57 PCldy Kansas City 76 56 Cldy New Orleans 88 70 PCldy Rochester 77 53 Clr Springfield, Mo. 80 56 Cldy 
Albany, N.Y. 81 52 Clr Charlotte, N.C. 80 57 PCldy Fairbanks 66 m_ Cldy Key West 91 78 PCldy New York City 81 60 Clr Rockford 80 50 Clr Syracuse 80 51 Clr 
Albuquerque 87 64 PClIdy Chattanooga 83 61 PClidy Fargo 80 56 PCldy Knoxville 82 57 PCldy Newark 81 60 Clr Sacramento 89 60 Clr Tallahassee 85 72 Cldy 
Allentown, Pa. 81 51 PCldy Cheyenne 78 51 PClidy Flagstaff 79 49 Cldy Lake Charles 89 65 Cldy Norfolk, Va. 77 66 Cldy St Louis 81 55 PCldy Tampa 88 74 Cldy 
Amarillo 88 61 PCldy Chicago 80 52 Clr Flint 80 48 Clr Lansing 79 48 Clr North Platte 76 56 Cldy St Petersburg 88 75 Cldy Toledo 80 49 Clr 
Anchorage 59 m_ Clidy Cincinnati 79 55 Clr Fort Smith 79 61 Cldy Las Vegas 104 82 Cldy Oklahoma City 91 65 Cldy St Thomas 87 80 Rain Topeka 73 60 Rain 
Asheville 76 52 PCldy Cleveland 77 54 Clr Fort Wayne 80 49 Clr Lexington 81 55 PCldy Omaha 68 57 Rain Salem, Ore. 78 53 Cldy Tucson 97 75 PCldy 
Atlanta 83 63 PClidy Colorado Springs 82 55 PCldy Fresno 98 68 PCldy Lincoln 69 57 Rain Orlando 87 73 Rain Salt Lake City 93 63 PCldy Tulsa 80 65 Rain 
Atlantic City 80 56 Cldy Columbia, S.C. 82 62 PCldy Goodland 83 58 PCldy Little Rock 83 60 Cldy Paducah 82 56 PCldy San Angelo 96 69 PClidy Tupelo 84 64 Cldy 
Austin 99 70 PCldy Columbus, Ga. 84 67 PCldy Grand Junction 92 60 PCldy Los Angeles 89 69 Clr Pendleton 85 61 Clr San Antonio 98 72 PClidy Waco 95 73 Cldy 
Baltimore 79 56 PCldy Columbus, Ohio 80 52 Clr Grand Rapids 78 49 Clr Louisville 81 58 Cldy Peoria 79 52 Clr San Diego 82 69 PCldy Washington, D.C. 79 59 PCldy 
Baton Rouge 90 65 Clr Concord, N.H. 82 50 Clr Great Falls 89 57 PClidy Lubbock 91 67 Cldy Philadelphia 82 59 PCidy San Francisco 75 58 PCldy W.Palm Beach 90 76 Rain 
Billings 94 59 Clr Corpus Christi 92 73 PCldy Green Bay 75 49 Clr Macon 86 65 PCldy Phoenix 103 84 PCldy San Jose 81 60 PCldy Wichita 83 64 Cldy 
Birmingham 84 64 PClIdy Dallas-Ft Worth 92 73 Cldy Greensboro, N.C. 79 58 PCldy Madison 75 46 Clr Pittsburgh 78 49 Clr San Juan, P.R. 89 78 Rain Wichita Falls 95 71 PCldy 
Bismarck 84 56 Clr Dayton 79 50 Clr Harrisburg 80 53 Clr Medford 86 55 PCidy Pocatello 87 51 Clr Santa Fe 84 55 Cldy Wilkes-Barre 80 48 Clr 
Boise 95 67 PCldy DaytonaBeach 85 73 Rain Hartford Spgfld 83 53 PClidy Memphis 86 63 Cldy Portland, Maine 78 53 Clr St Ste Marie 75 45 Clr Wilmington, Del. 80 56 PCldy 
Boston 76 58 PCldy Denver 83 53 PClidy Helena 88 57 PClidy Miami Beach 91 77 Rain Portland, Ore. 76 57° Cldy Savannah 83 66 Clidy Yakima 85 59 PCidy 
Bridgeport 80 57 Clr Des Moines 75 53 Cldy Honolulu 89 76 Clr Midland-Odessa 94 67 PClIdy Providence 79 57 PCldy Seattle 72 57 Cldy Youngstown 77 46 Clr 
Brownsville 93 74 PCldy Detroit 79 52 Clr Houston 93 72 Cldy Milwaukee 73 53 Clr Pueblo 89 54 PClidy Shreveport 86 65 Cldy 
Buffalo 77 53 Clr Duluth 73 51 PClidy Huntsville 83 60 PClidy Mpls-St Paul 78 56 Clr Raleigh-Durham 80 60 PClIdy Sioux City 69 58 Rain National temperature extremes 
Burlington, Vt. 81 52 Clr El Paso 93 69 PCIdy Indianapolis 79 58 PCldy Missoula 90 54 PClidy Rapid City 82 56 Clr Sioux Falls 72 57 Cldy High: 115, Death Valley, Calif. 
Caribou, Maine 78 53 Clr Elkins 77 45 PClidy Jackson, Miss. 86 63 PCldy Mobile 87 68 PClIdy Reno 91 58 Clr South Bend 78 49 Clr Low: 28, Embarrass, Minn. 


Advertise your car, truck, motorcycle, 
boat, or bicycle in Stripes free! 
No charge! On us! 
Up to 7 lines of copy for 21days - free! 
Call Classified today at 229-3276 


or e-mail us at classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil. 
individuals only - no dealers! 
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Thanks for dropping Coulter 


I applaud your fine news organization for 
canceling the Ann Coulter column. 

As an independent voter and a longtime 
soldier (and Marine), I am all-too-tired of 
the right-wing stranglehold that the Repub- 
licans have on our military. 

I and my fellow independent-thinking 
soldiers already have to put up with (stra- 
tegically scheduled) Fox News broadcasts 
in the chow hall, and then we were further 
tortured when we opened your paper by 
having to look at her horribly written con- 
servative column full of lies and disrespect 
toward our president. She routinely uses 
racist innuendo and outright false state- 
ments to further her extreme-right-wing 
agenda. In her view, everything that is not a 
hard-right “anti-President Barack Obama 
Republican idea” is some sort of liberal lie. 
She seems to be attempting to rally troops 
against our new president. 

There is nothing wrong with an opposing 
view but, when that view is so far distanced 
from reality, and so polarizing that it can be 
contrary to good order and discipline, she 
needed to go. When I see people adoring her 
or believing her rhetoric, I feel pity. Thank 
you for your excellent decision. Keep up the 
good work. 

Sgt. Will Guy 
Joint Base Balad, Iraq 


No on national health care 


The reason we are the only industrialized 
nation that doesn’t have national health 
care is because we don’t need it (“National 
health care needed,” letter, Sept. 1). If you 
look at the track record of socialized medi- 
cine, it stinks. Costs skyrocket and qual- 
ity of care plummets. The reason quality 
plummets is because fewer people become 
doctors when they can no longer afford to 
pay back school loans, rent, utilities and 
malpractice insurance. Innovation de- 
creases because the government won’t pay 
to cover the costs of all those technological 
advances because they “aren’t necessary.” 
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Tell us what you think 


Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on 
editorials and columns that are published in the 
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor- 
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must 
be signed, and must include the writer’s address or 
base and telephone number. Please limit all letters 
to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit letters for 
length, taste and clarity. 
Send your letters to: 
U.S. mail: 

Readers’ Forum 

Stars and Stripes 

Unit 45002 Minato-ku 

APO AP 96338-5002 Tokyo 106-0032 
Via fax from Japan: 03-3408-8936; 

DSN 229-3271 

Via fax from outside Japan: 

[Country code +81] 3-3408-8936; 

DSN 229-3271 

E-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil 


International mail: 
Stars and Stripes 
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All you have to do is look at survival rates 
of different diseases between the U.S. and 
England. A man who has prostate cancer in 
the U.S. has a nearly 100 percent survival 
rate over a five-year period while the same 
person only has a 75 percent survival rate 
over the same five years in England. 

If you want to bring down health care 
costs: 

m@ Put acap on medical malpractice set- 
tlements. This will help keep doctors’ costs 
down. 

@ Allow people to buy medical insurance 
outside of their own state. By opening up 
to outside states, you automatically create 
more competition and bring down costs. 

Forcing health care reform down our 
throats is not a solution, it is anti-Ameri- 
can. Why are we going to force 82 percent 
of Americans who have health insurance to 
give up what they have in order to cover the 
18 percent who don’t have insurance? It is 
not the government’s job to provide health 
care for everyone. It does not have the con- 
stitutional authority to do any such thing. 
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It’s time for our government to reread the 

Constitution and figure out that it does not 
run the country. We, the people, do. 

Staff Sgt. Al Meyer 

Ramstein Air Base, Germany 


Language problem 


I am a 63-year-old civilian contractor 
working in Iraq with plans to stay but one 
month more. 

One becomes closely associated with 
people when they work together seven days 
a week for months. I have worked with eight 
military units. Ieven know the names of the 
children of several married men in these 
units. Overall, I’ve never met a more polite 
group of young men. It has been pleasant 
working with them when they display this 
type of attitude. The thank yous, may Is, 
yes Sirs, no sirs, etc., have been quite im- 
pressive. But what has impressed me the 
most is, it is evident they are sincere. This 
is a credit to the military. The honor and 
respect these men display, I feel, is taught 
by their respective branches. 

Now, correct me if I’m wrong: I do not 
think one has to use profanity to be tough 
or to make a point. Standing in line at the 
dining facility, post exchange or just pass- 
ing a group of soldiers, I hear the Lord’s 
name being used in vain or the “f” word 
being used. This is very offensive, not only 
to me, but to many others. 

This type of language should not be tol- 
erated and certainly should not be coming 
from men of character. Is this language 
coming from home, or is it developed in 
boot camp where instructors growl and 
spew profanity? 

Sailors have been notorious for their 
foul mouths, thus the saying, “cuss like a 
sailor.” I, for one, think it is deplorable and 
despicable, to say the least. The military 
should not allow this to be taking place! 

Our country and our young men are bet- 
ter than this. Not using bad language is a 
vital part of dignity and respect. 

Robert Davis 
Camp Ar Ramadi, Iraq 


N. Korea makes same old diplomatic play 


Washington Post editorial 


t would be easy to dismiss North Korea’s 
[ortomaes as crude, mendacious and 
comically repetitive — if only it had not 
proved so effective. Over the past 15 years, 
the nuclear-armed Stalinist state has yo- 
yoed between bellicose provocations ... and 
promises of far-reaching cooperation. With 
each schizophrenic swing it has demanded 
— and usually received — political and 
economic bribes, sustaining a regime that 
has starved millions of its people and im- 
prisoned or enslaved millions of others. 
The latest hinge between Pyongyang’s 
two facades was provided at the beginning 
of August by former President Bill Clinton, 
who met with dictator Kim Jong I] to win 
the release of two American journalists. 
The meeting provided a huge boost for Kim, 
who is seeking to restore his authority after 
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a stroke and install a son as his successor, 
and who had greeted the Obama adminis- 
tration with hostility. His regime abruptly 
dropped that offensive ... and began dis- 
patching envoys who ... proposed negotia- 
tions with Seoul and Washington. 

North Korea wants to establish direct 
bilateral talks with the United States — ex- 
cluding China, Japan and other members 
of the “six-party” group organized by the 
Bush administration. ... It would then de- 
mand more U.S. economic and political 
concessions in exchange for promises to 
freeze and eventually dismantle its nuclear 
and missile programs. It sold the same bill 
of goods to the two previous U.S. adminis- 
trations; in both those cases, Kim reneged 
on his commitments and returned to brink- 
manship. As former Secretary of State 
Henry A. Kissinger recently has written, 
this pattern of behavior not only has Kept 
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the regime economically afloat but has also 
allowed it to steadily improve and protect 
its nuclear arsenal. ... 

The Obama administration has been say- 
ing that it intends to break this cycle. It has 
taken some steps in the right direction by 
renewing the squeeze on North Korea’s 
finances and winning approval of a U.N. 
resolution cracking down on Pyongyang’s 
arms trafficking. ... But, in keeping with its 
belief in dialogue with rogue states, it also 
has appointed a special envoy for North 
Korea, Stephen W. Bosworth. ... Earlier this 
year, Bosworth declared his readiness to go 
to Pyongyang “whenever it appears to be 
useful” and hinted at “incentives” for the 
regime. If that occurs without a decisive 
change in North Korean behavior, Kim’s 
crude but effective diplomacy will have tri- 
umphed again. 


By GARRY TRUDEAU 
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Big families present environmental issues 


By BonnIE ERBE 
Scripps Howard News Service 


ith great fanfare the infamous 
\ X Duggar family this week an- 
nounced (on the “Today” show, no 

less) the upcoming birth of a 19th child. 

Without engaging in histrionic gym- 
nastics about the parents’ Herculean ap- 
petite for children, I would like to use the 
Duggars’ 19th child as a teaching moment 
about the environment. 

The Duggars, if you haven’t heard of 
them, are an Arkansas couple, Jim Bob and 
Michelle, whose ever-growing family is 
the subject of a cable TV series, and whose 
Web site (www.duggarfamily.com/index. 
html) gurgles with excitement about fam- 
ily size, and proselytizes and sells nonstop. 

Among many other things (including the 
family’s daily biblical routine, how to buy a 
DVD for $19, etc.), it explains the parents’ 
love of children thusly: “Psalm 127 says, 
*Lo children are a heritage of the Lord, the 
fruit of the womb is His reward.’ We be- 
lieve that each child is a special gift from 
God and we are thankful to Him for each 
one.” 

There are so many group photos of those 
poor kids, one wonders how they do any- 
thing but imbibe Bible lessons, pose for 
pictures and go on TV. 

There has been plenty of praise lavished 
on the family Web-wise and the usual 
snarky remarks. An MTV newsroom post 
(http://newsroom.mtv.com/2009/09/01/ 
duggar-family-polyphonic-spree/) — says: 
“The culture seems obsessed with people 
who have freakish numbers of children 
(like that wacky Octomom), and apparent- 
ly Michelle Duggar — an Arkansas woman 
who already has 18 kids and who starred 


with her massive family on the reality 
show “18 Kids and Counting” — is due for 
another. That is entirely too many children 
no matter how you look at it. That’s not a 
family, that’s just psychotic.” 

But unthinking criticism of that genre 
only invites hostility from those who dis- 
agree. I read one Internet comment about 
the Duggars from a person who came from 
a family of 14 telling others to butt out — 
that family size is the particular province 
of those making large families, and those 
parents alone. 

I’d like to use this teachable moment to 
establish a bit of equilibrium on the topic, 
rather than lurching from unquestioning 
praise to “butt out.” The fact is, in an era 
of declining environmental resources, it 
is other people’s business if an American 
couple has 19 children. This would not 
have been true in an earlier era when there 
was plenty of open space, less pollution and 
plentiful fuel. But now that we’ve become 
the world’s most prolific user of fossil fuels 
and natural resources, we have a plan- 
etary duty to slow down. Indeed, if a fami- 
ly’s first consideration is the well-being of 
its children, that family should be the first 
to consider the environment as part of the 
children’s inheritance. 

I’m not suggesting we enact laws to limit 
the number of children — that would be 
way too intrusive and hardly constitution- 
al. But Iam suggesting just as the Duggars 
are using the bully pulpit of the media to 
promote their multitudinous family, others 
should use the same bully pulpit to teach 
the Duggars that what they are doing has a 
negative impact on their fellow citizens. 

From the Web site ecasavesenergy.org: 
“The average American produces 20 tons 
of CO2 each year through their day-to-day 





Michelle Duggar, seated left, is surrounded by her children and husband Jim Bob, top 
left, while she holds her newborn daughter, Jennifer Danielle, in Rogers, Ark., on Aug. 
2, 2007. Duggar, the 42-year-old mother of 18, is pregnant again, she said Tuesday. 


activities. This must be dramatically re- 
duced to ensure a sustainable future for 
our children.” 

Those activities include heating and cool- 
ing one’s home, driving, food consumption, 
usage of public services and so on. There 
are plenty of things the Duggars could do 
to reduce the environmental impact of so 
many children (driving hybrids, using less 
fuel to heat or cool the house) but none of 
those offsets come close to having a nor- 
mal-sized family. 


So instead of using the media bully pulpit 
to promote God, real estate and DVDs that 
bring the family income, they should use it 
to do penance for their sins against the en- 
vironment. Do I think they will follow suit? 
Of course not. But many evangelical Chris- 
tians have adopted environmental preser- 
vation as an important theme. Maybe some 
of them could help their neighbors, the 
Duggars, see the light. 





Bonnie Erbe is a TV host and writes this column 
for Scripps Howard News Service. 


Why children’s independence requires baby steps 


By PETULA DvorRAkK 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 
hadn’t thought of her name in years: 
[paces Lee Dugard. 

Her walk to the bus stop in 1991 
changed my tiny California home town of 
South Lake Tahoe forever, after she was 
snatched by strangers who shoved the 11- 
year-old into a car and sped off, right be- 
fore her stepfather’s eyes. 

Her reappearance last month generated 
headlines nationwide — a chilling remind- 
er to me and millions of other parents that 
it can happen anywhere, to anyone. 

My brother broke the news to me that 
Jaycee and her two children had been 
discovered living in a tent compound in a 
weed-choked backyard in central Califor- 
nia. She’d been held captive there for al- 
most two decades. 

“They found Jaycee!” Michael’s voice 
mail exclaimed. “I can’t believe it.” 

Stunned, I called up the case on my 
BlackBerry, finding the story and the photo 
of the man charged with the kidnapping: a 
convicted sex offender named Phillip Gar- 
rido. Garrido, 58, didn’t appear especially 
creepy at first glance. He could’ve been 
anybody. Same for his wife, Nancy, who is 
also under arrest. 

Jaycee’s abduction changed my brother’s 
childhood. I was already at college when 
Jaycee disappeared, but Michael, now 31, 
was in junior high. He was just beginning 
to assert his independence, which in that 
town meant long bike rides to neighboring 
lakes with friends and backpacking or fish- 
ing trips without Mom or Dad. Suddenly, 
all these trips and each walk to the bus stop 
were re-evaluated by my parents. 

“We were put on lockdown. It was ridicu- 


lous,” Michael remembered. ... 

Across the country, Jaycee’s disappear- 
ance helped kill stickball games, races on 
banana-seat bikes until dinnertime and 
expeditions to score five-cent watermelon 
candies at the convenience store. 

“I’m never going to let him out of my 
sight,” Laura Sleat said recently, tracking 
the movements of her 4-year-old at a pool 
in Annapolis, Md. “How can I? We just 
know too much today.” 

The specter of Phillip Garrido hung in 
the air 3,000 miles away and 18 years after 
he allegedly took Jaycee from the streets 
where I used to ride my bike. 

Such names as Jaycee and Adam Walsh 
and Elizabeth Smart and Polly Klaas and 
Etan Patz are the reasons I don’t let my 
5-year-old use the bathroom at that very 
nice gated pool by himself. Or why I nearly 
have a heart attack whenever I lose sight of 


my 2-year-old, hiding in a forest of hang- 
ing pants at Target. Our kids are little, so 
it makes sense to keep constant tabs on 
them. But the real dilemmas will come 
when our boys want some independence to 
learn how to function alone in the world. ... 
I know I shouldn’t let the dread of someone 
like Phillip Garrido determine the course 
of their childhood. But I also understand 
why so many parents walk their children 
to bus stops or school doors, whether the 
distance is two blocks or two miles. 

Kristina Williams lives near her two 
sons’ elementary school in suburban Ta- 
koma Park, Md. But she has arranged her 
schedule so she can drop them off. 

“T grew up in (nearby) Silver Spring, and 
we walked to school starting in first grade,” 
said Williams, a podiatrist. “But the world 
has changed. It’s a different place from 
when I was growing up.” 


It’s impossible to know, statistically, 
whether this world of child kidnappings 
really has changed. 

Until the 1990s, law enforcement agen- 
cies had databases to track stolen cars, but 
not stolen children, said Ernie Allen, presi- 
dent of the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children in Alexandria, Va. 

Given what he knows, we’re not in an 
epidemic. “The tracking we do now, those 
numbers are remarkably constant. We ba- 
sically see about 100 to 120 a year, the most 
serious stranger abductions,” Allen said. 

But that number is enough for just about 
any parent to give in to our worst fears. 

I suspect that Garrido’s receding hair- 
line and vacant look will haunt me when my 
boys begin to ask if they can walk to school, 
play ball in the park or go take a bike ride 
for some 25-cent watermelon candy. 





Petula Dvorak is a Washington Post reporter. 
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Coast Guard seizes 
Taiwanese vessel 


tl HONOLULU 

— The U.S. Coast 
Guard has seized a Tai- 
wanese-flagged fishing 
vessel for allegedly fish- 
ing for sharks, tuna and 
other catch in U.S. wa- 
ters near Saipan. 

A Coast Guard 
C-130 spotted the 
72-foot Te Hung Fa 
allegedly 39 miles inside the U.S. 
Exclusive Economic Zone sur- 
rounding the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

The Coast Guard cutter Wash- 
ington arrived on the scene the 
next day to find the vessel 20 miles 
inside the zone. 

The Coast Guard said that fed- 
eral officials plan to investigate and 
pursue a case against the vessel’s 
unidentified owners. 

Violators face civil penalties up to 
$140,000 per violation and full for- 
feiture of the vessel and its catch. 


Teacher accused of 
selling grades for cash 


IN TRENTON — A New Jer- 

sey social studies teacher 
has been charged with accepting 
cash from students looking to im- 
prove their grades. 

Thirty-year-old Megan Laboy 
is accused of collecting more 
than $1,400 from Colts Neck High 
School students during the 2008- 
09 school year. 

Police said the Howell resi- 
dent told students she’d give them 
extra credit and the money was for 
charity. But they said she kept the 
money for herself. 

She’s charged with third-degree 
theft by deception. She was re- 
leased on her own recognizance. 


Teen leads officers 
in wrong-way chase 


DALLAS — A 14-year-old 

boy was taken to a hospi- 
tal with minor injuries after he led 
officers on a wrong-way chase in a 
sport utility vehicle. 

Chief Deputy John Garrett, a 
spokesman for Precinct 1 Con- 
stable, said a cruiser spotted the 
Mitsubishi Montero speeding in a 
school zone just before 9 a.m. The 
boy took off east in the westbound 
lane when he saw the law, eventu- 
ally crashing into a parked car. 

Garrett said three constables 
then chased the boy on foot before 
catching him. The boy sustained 
a cut lip and will be charged with 
evading arrest at the least. 


Foster mom of missing 
boy won’t face charges 


C OAKLAND — Prosecu- 

tors said the foster moth- 
er of a missing 5-year-old boy with 
cerebral palsy won’t face charges 
because there isn’t enough evi- 
dence against her. 

Alameda County prosecutor 
Tom Rogers said Jennifer Camp- 
bell, 33, will not be charged in the 
disappearance of her biological 
nephew, Hasanni Campbell. 

Rogers said the district attor- 
ney’s office is still deciding wheth- 
er to charge her fiance, Louis Ross, 
38, who is being held on suspicion 
of murder. 

Ross reported the boy missing, 
saying he vanished after being left 
alone in a car at the back entrance 
of an Oakland shoe store where 
Campbell works. 
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Suspected serial bank 
robber faces charges 


fy DENVER — A man 
WJ suspected of being the 
Bandit,” accused of 17 
bank heists in four states, has been 
charged with two counts of bank 
robbery. 

Michael Kincade, 29, appeared 
in federal court in Denver to hear 
the charges. Kincade’s suspected 
accomplice, 45-year-old Christo- 
pher Richardson, faces the same 
charges. Detention and _ prelimi- 
nary hearings are set. 

The FBI called the robber the 
Shaggy Bandit because of his re- 
semblance to a character in the 
“Scooby Doo” cartoons. 

Kincade and Richardson are sus- 
pected in several robberies, mostly 
in the Denver area. Other thefts 
were in Flagstaff, Ariz.; Albuquer- 
que, N.M.; and Hutchinson, Kan. 





Group to study warming 
effects on Arctic plants 


Vi ALLENDALE — Grand 

Valley State University 
students will spend the next five 
summers studying the effects of 
global warming on plants in the 
Arctic. 

The school said it received a 
$503,000 National Science Foun- 
dation grant for the research, a 
collaborative effort with the Uni- 
versity of Alaska, University of 
Texas and Florida International 
University. 

Assistant biology professor Rob- 


Make yourself at home 


A Florida black bear stands on a 
picnic table in the backyard of a 
home in Holly Hill, Fla. 








ert Hollister says re- 
searchers will look at 
the amount of carbon 
dioxide released by 
soils, as well as at how 
much energy plants ab- 

sorb and plants’ nutrient 
content. The goal is to fore- 

y cast the effects of climate 
change on the Arctic, he said. 


Christian convert 


) fears for her safety 


ORLANDO — An at- 

torney for a teenager 
who says she ran away from home 
because she feared for her safety 
after she converted to Christianity 
from Islam claimed in court docu- 
ments that her family’s mosque in 
Ohio has terrorist ties — a charge 
disputed by the Islamic center’s 
leader. 

Rifga Bary, 17, said in a sworn 
statement her family regularly at- 
tended gatherings at the Noor Is- 
lamic Cultural Center in suburban 
Columbus, Ohio, and her attorney 
said in a memo the mosque hosted 
extremist speakers and supported 
a scholar with ties to the militant 
group Hamas. 

Bary disappeared and police 
used phone and computer records 
to track her to the Rev. Blake 
Lorenz, pastor of Orlando, Fla.- 
based Global Revolution Church. 
Authorities said the teen had met 
him through an online Facebook 
prayer group. 

Bary has been placed in a foster 
family and is fighting in court to 
stay with them. 


Mayor says judge signed 
warrant for his arrest 


C HARTFORD — Mayor 

Eddie Perez, already 
scheduled to go on trial on brib- 
ery charges, said a state judge had 
signed a new arrest warrant accus- 
ing him of wrongdoing involving a 
former state lawmaker. 

Perez said he was innocent and 
vowed to complete his term, which 
expires in 2011, and to restore his 
reputation. 

Perez’s attorney, Hubert Santos, 
said he expected Perez to be ar- 
rested. A spokesman for the chief 
state’s attorney’s office said only 
that no arrests were planned. 


Vintage neon signs to 
grace downtown Vegas 


LAS VEGAS — It’s a 
touch of old Vegas: Vin- 
tage neon signs are being restored 
and will adorn a stretch of down- 
town’s Las Vegas Boulevard. 

About 17 signs, some from ca- 
sinos dating to the 1950s, will be 
part of the boulevard’s Scenic 
Byways Plan, said Danielle Kelly, 
operations manager for the Neon 
Museum, which is providing the 
signs. 

The signs — including the horse- 
shoe that once topped Binion’s 
Horseshoe casino and the slipper 
from the Silver Slipper next to the 
New Frontier casino — recall ear- 
lier years of the city that grew out 
of the desert to become America’s 
gambling mecca. 

“Everyone is working really 
hard to have the signs restored to 
their original condition,” Kelly told 
the Las Vegas Review-Journal. 

Workers recently installed the 
sign from the Bow and Arrow 
Motel at the corner of Las Vegas 
Boulevard and Bonanza Road. It 
was restored earlier using private 
donations. 
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: Donna Everhart, an evacuee 
Keeping good Company from Beaver Valley, Ariz., 
where a fire forced mandatory evacuations, stays with her birds at a 
Red Cross shelter. 





: State trooper Albert Arrey investigates 
bridge closed the scene of an accident on Beebe 
Bridge near Chelan, Wash., that sent the cab of a semi-trailer truck 
loaded with boxes of apples into the Columbia River. The bridge was 
closed as a dive team searched for the cab and its occupants. 
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Brad Wirth of Bloomington, Ill., wipes 
A clean Sweep down the rims of a Hagie sprayer at the 
company’s display area in preparation for 
the Farm Progress Show in Decatur, Ill. 
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outside Spangle, Wash. Johnson has been harvesting wheat and lentils for 
the past three weeks and still has 600 acres to finish. 





= 


Feed a bird, make a friend 


Mouth-watering 


Droplets of water form on high 
bush blueberries in Wiscasset, 
Maine. 


Terry Zittle of Cocoa 
Beach, Fla., reads his 
newspaper near the 
Cocoa Beach Pier after feeding the birds. 
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H d t k House Minority Leader Lawrence F. Cafero Jr., R-Norwalk, far right, speaks 
ard at WOr while colleagues play solitaire on their computers as the House convenes to 
vote on a new budget for the fiscal year in Hartford, Conn. 
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Judge orders defendant 
silenced with duct tape 


CANTON — An Ohio 

judge unhappy with re- 
peated interruptions from a rob- 
bery suspect ordered a deputy to 
put duct tape over the defendant’s 
mouth. 

Canton Municipal Court Judge 
Stephen Belden said the taping 
was the best way to restore order 
at a hearing for Harry Brown, 51. 

Brown complained that his 
court-appointed attorney wasn’t 
prepared and angered the judge 
with interruptions. After a warn- 
ing, the judge told the bailiff to 
tape Brown’s mouth shut. 

When the tape was removed, the 
defendant said the judge wasn’t 
being respectful. The judge ended 
the hearing and sent the case to a 
grand jury. 


Restaurant welcomes 
dogs for ‘Yappy Hour’ 


MIDLAND — A Midland 

restaurant is encourag- 
ing dog owners to bring their pets 
to the patio for “Yappy Hour” in 
response to cutbacks at the city’s 
animal shelter. 

Sedona Mexican Grill & Cantina 
is hosting dog owners and their 
pets and will donate 10 percent of 
the proceeds to the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
Pet Solutions and Animal Out- 
reach, said Midland Animal Ser- 
vices director Paul O’Neill. 

Midland Animal Services picked 
up about 819 animals in July of 
which 549 were euthanized. The 
agency has had to reduce its 
hours, is battling burnout and is 
short-staffed. 


Agents find undelivered 
mail at mailman’s home 


DETROIT — _§ Federal 

agents say they’ve re- 
covered more than 20,000 pieces 
of mail from a suburban Detroit 
postal carrier who stored them in 
his car, kitchen and garage instead 
of delivering them. 

James Stempnik Jr., 37, of Clin- 
ton Township was charged with 
delaying and stealing mail. 

Postal agents said they found 
government checks, utility bills 
and court documents. A Postal 
Service spokeswoman said none of 
the mail was opened and all pieces 
would be delivered. 

The charges came three months 
after another Michigan carrier 
who couldn’t keep up with her 
route was placed on probation for 
a similar crime. 


Crews start excavating 
historic atomic dump 


W, RICHLAND — Fifty- 

thousand people pro- 
duce a lot of trash. Who knew 
their dump site could be listed on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places? 

A dusty, rural stretch of south- 
east Washington became _ the 
state’s fourth-largest city at the 
height of World War II when thou- 
sands descended for a hush-hush 
construction project. Most didn’t 
know why they were there, learn- 
ing only later that the reactor they 
had built produced plutonium for 
an atomic bomb dropped on Naga- 
saki, Japan. 

They lived in tents, then bar- 
racks they built, and dumped their 
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trash in two landfills designated 
for household waste at what would 
become the Hanford nuclear 
reservation. 

The federal government recent- 
ly named the second landfill as 
eligible for historic listing — the 
first was deemed eligible in 2006. 
Now, as workers prepare to dig 
them up, they hope to learn more 
about the workers who moved 
cross-country for a _ top-secret 
project. 


Revenue-hungry state to 
be owner of new casinos 


K TOPEKA — _ Kansas 
is about to get into the 
casino business, not merely by 
blessing gambling and taxing the 
profits but by becoming the legal 
owner of the casinos themselves. 

Kansas is believed to be the only 
state with such an arrangement. It 
already has four Indian casinos, 
but its first nontribal one is set to 
open in December in Dodge City, 
the former cowtown and setting of 
television’s “Gunsmoke.” 

The state needs the money. 

Lawmakers in recent months 
have slashed money for schools 
and other state services, and the 
current state budget relies on $50 
million in casino licensing fees to 
remain balanced. 

Developers will build the ca- 
sinos, install slot machines, set 
up tables and manage dealers, 
all under contract with the state 
lottery. 


Park-and-Ride off 
to a good start 


LAS CRUCES — Fred 

Brown of Las Cruces 
read a book and took a nap during 
his morning commute. 

And he got to work on time. 

Brown works at Wells Fargo 
Bank in downtown E]l Paso, Texas. 
He was among the first Las Cru- 
ces residents to try the New Mex- 
ico Park-and-Ride program that 
started commuter bus service be- 
tween Las Cruces and El Paso. 

Brown said he expects to save 
about $90 a month in gasoline and 
parking costs. 

As the service started, the num- 
ber of commuters on the bus was 
small — only a handful of riders. 

Operators say there hasn’t been 
any advertising of the new pro- 
gram, with the only notifications 
coming from news stories. They 
predict interest will pick up. 


Police: Dog chewed off 
baby’s toes as mom slept 


| C JACKSONVILLE — Au- 

thorities say they are 
charging a North Carolina woman 
who slept as a pit bull chewed the 
toes off her 4-month-old baby’s left 
foot. 

The Onslow County Sheriff’s Of- 
fice said the child’s mother, Robie 
Lynn Jenkins, and her boyfriend, 
Tremayne Spillman, will be 
charged with felony child abuse. 

Deputies say the couple were 
dog-sitting the 1-year-old pit bull 
for a friend who had been arrested 
on gun charges. 

Officials say Jenkins told inves- 
tigators she was on medication 
and didn’t hear the child crying 
as the two slept in the same room. 
She says she didn’t notice the in- 
jury until she changed the baby’s 
diaper the next morning. 
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Horoscope 


The full Pisces moon offers spiritual 
awakening. As with most natural pro- 
cesses, this one is not to be forced. 
We need only to be open to experi- 
encing a different kind of awareness, 
however momentary it may be. This 
is not designed to be a lasting state. 
Let your mind expand and 
contract as you breathe in 
the passing moments. 


TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(Sept. 4). This year you 
will be deeply appreciated 
and applauded for your loy- 
alty. Your love life sparkles 
through the fall, and excit- 
ing developments follow in 
the winter. Good fortune 
befalls you while you work 
within a_ highly structured 
group. Follow proper form 
and procedure, and you'll make fan- 
tastic money in December. Libra and 
Taurus people adore you. 


y 


PSE Ey ve AT 


Holiday 





others receive what you have put out 
into the world. Do not let this make 
you selfconscious. Keep creating 
what feels good to you. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
Your awareness of your surroundings 
will be tested. If you learn that you 
were not paying attention, you correct 
yourself just in time to observe some- 
thing truly, subtly wondrous. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23- 
Oct. 23). Step up and 
command respect. You 
may have to change 
your clothes to do s0, 
although it’s not really 
about wearing a suit or 
not wearing a suit. The 
attire makes you feel 
and act differently. 


SCORPIO —_ (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). Your day 
is best spent doing what 
you want to do. This may 
seem impossible as you look around 
and see all of the things you “should” 
be doing. Give yourself permission to 


Mathis 








Beetle Bailey 


Get Fuzzy 





! AIN'T NEVER TOLP 
NOBODY THis, BIG Lb, BUT... 
ONE TIME... { WANTED 
TO Kitl MYSELF TOO. 


($NIFFLE} 


WITTER. covieCANOORY LLE 








“STARS AND STRIPES? 


IL THINK THE 
PIPE IS CLOGGED, 
LET ME CLEAR IT 


YEH, AN’ IT WAG OVER A 
WOMAN. SHE WAS ERETHING 
TO ME. WHEN SHE LEFT, IT 
WAS LIKE MY WHOLE WORLD 
GOT RIPPED AWAY FROM ME. 


Seta Bel Fst bet? a WWW CANBORYVILLE.COM 
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| 1 KNOW THAT. WHAT 
De NO) MEAN YORE 


SHIPPING ? 





1 WAS EMPTY. | DIDN'T 
KNOW WHO | WAS NO 
MORE, IF f WASN'T HER 
MAN. BUT YOU KNOW 
WHAT KEPT ME GOING? 








THIS. SHIRT 
ITO A 
SEALED 
BOX... 


YEAH! sce 
YOU GOTTA 
Just LEMEMBER 
WHAT You GOOD 
AT, AN’ DO IT! 



















ARIES (March 21-April 19). ignore the “shoulds” in favor of follow- @ [00 Diz 
With your typically dynamic and in- ing your bliss. = 
tense personality, you have been ac- SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. E 
cused of many things a being boring 21). When you don’t have the means = ; 
is not one of them. You'll continue the 4, do something on your own, this is — : 
trend of keeping everyone else on 4, blessing. Band together with oth- Oo ; 
their toes. ers for a common cause. You'll have 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20). © compromise, and that’s where the LET Me GUESS. TAD BOUGHT 
You've seen a lot of the world, and bonding begins. 7 T HAVE SOMETHING YOU eae is ee 
you're saa to be surprised. If some- CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. = al : TELL A A ae 
ie - old ee lane oda re 19). Everything is cyclical. You'll be | Qh 
quire them fo show you a: Itfle Extfa reminded of this because of the events =) 
something 7 perhaps a bit of eccen- occurring in the lives of your relatives. oD . 
tricity, passion or novelty will do. There is so much that is positive about = : 
GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Your family, and that is where your at- | E 
You'll get the perfect opportunity to _ tention is best invested. = : 
build on an already solid relationship. AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). * 
ie Ls Il sign up for a ses a You have a commanding presence, Z . 
gether, make a date way info fhe TU- Gnd part of what makes it so is that : Thank ll \we. never lost To My litle. WWhars Love. W 
t d | t sid - TSNONY ats Love. g 
ure or endeavor a large project side Joy do not know it. Your soft words : a\stec beforell sve witer OT To Bo Sue bear me 
by side. will be heard as though you are : me outl! 6-Love .6- Love! i WITH IT? like ies 
CANCER (June 22-July 22). speaking through a megaphone. gm | &-love # \ peat Tinall 
When one person in your inner circle PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). er ) 
needs help, everyone chips In f0 AS Think about exotic travel, keeping rial 
sist. You'll have new social responsi- i, mind that any place you've never x4 
sine eee : this, and itwillbea poor might fall under that category, = 
Pee eee distance notwithstanding. Plan the | = 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Selfex. perfect trip out on paper — it could = 
pression is important to you, though happen. ESPECIALLY THE 
you are sometimes surprised at how Creators.com DUDE, DON'T NEW rae : 
MEXICAN FOOD?! re i : 
THIS 15 AMERICA! | asta peed sae : 
T WANT PIZA eeu : 
= : : 
° : 
GS | Shes. e4 SULT z 
oa wwe, bofdecamics.can/blog a 
T T 8 ] T 5 T T | Difficulty: Very Hard 
i vas MMH KIMMEL LIVE TONIGHT ON 
=| | Ce . FON STEWART, ELLEN, GEE. YOU WONDER IF CONAN O'BRIEN 
3 Y 4 column and 3-by-3 THE VI fl MAN, TALK H FISH 
square includes the ” OPRAH, BILL MAHER... AER 
1 2 digits 1 through 9. i] : 
For solution, tips and =) x 
computer program, &2 i 
see www.sudoku.com D Se |: & = on SS 
. , i = s ie at Se = f = 5 
7 4 3 Yesterday’s solution _ > Hi te: E>, : a ci = = 
| ' ’ s'2 & 319 6 cS) 2 uWsys* We So CASS 
6 7 | isi fr area aie 
++ = rd B 
Fisis{a'vielera : THAT's THE [2] MAYBE  UJRONG! 
| 2161913, 1 818.413 2 SORTOF [8] wipinc. JUST BE 
4 } 4+ +++ 5 THING ID [3 
6? aj2 3 4]3 1: 2 REMEMBER. |@ WRONG! 
5 8 9 | Hatsteretstats : : 
® & a 
, ES 8 3 
© Universal Press Syndicate = 3 
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Baby Blues Garfield Frazz 


Jump Start 


Zits 


Red & Rover 


Hagar 


Better or Worse 


ONE FOR ME... 


1 WISH WE STHL 
LIVED IN A FARMING 
SOCIETY, 


ONE FOR HIM, 
ONE FOR ME... 
ONE FOR HIM.-. 
ONE FOR ME... 

ONE FOR HiM... 


CLA 

Sre 
MORNING GEetIng To 
KNowW EACH OTHER... 


AND SCHOOL 


OTL STARTED 


LATER, 


AND VD HAVE 
ANOTHER COUPLE 
WEEKS TO RELAX. 
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WERE ALSO GOING 
Db SOME TIME THIS | | TO Look AT SOME 
OF TRE THINGS 

l 


(OO LU Be 
THS YEAR. 


2 eS alan.ocm 


ca 


WeOOTLCE com jal, 





IT WAEN'T THAT BIG 


OF A DEAL, DAR IT DONT 


THINK T WAG KEALLY 


















WHOS THE G 
COUNTING THAT 
MONEY 2 









PLEASE! Pay 
ATTENTION | 





“STARS AND STRIPES? 








COULD YOU EAPLAIN XW iT WOULD BE 
WHATEVER FUNNY FUNNY TO 
JOKE | JUST ANYONE WHO 
TOLD FRAZL? GREW UP 
BALING HAY. 
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BLED PAS Ta) 4 [CSIOAIUT) AQ PEING IN siEy 





KAMMIE, \S 
WREN OFBY? 


WE'LL ENOW 
IN A MINUTE, 






eth ee A ee, 


add a scuttle or wo 
an tne Yard, 
and its Alcataz. 








Waa COMICS .OON 


BUT INST TO BE 
SAFE, DONT HANG 
UP JUST YET. 





Tne UNIVERSE ICN'T 
GETTING ANY YOUNGER 
Y'KNOW, 









HE'S NOT GOING 
7TO BE THERE 
MUCH LONGER... 


HES ONE OF THE 
KING'S TAX 
COLLECTORS / 











LARS AY 
SAY * PAY” 
ATTENTION | 


Py Urive:sal Ares Syrcticaie 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 


ai 


13 
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NM — — 
06) Ae) m 
a3 oo 
tS 
ho 
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an a fs 
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oy) Go 
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BE 
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ACROSS four sequels 25 Started 
1 Bake sale org. 58 Sen. Kennedy a ae 
4 List-ending abbr. amie s man 
7 Animal DOWN 30 Kreskin’s claim 
12 Sleep phenom 1 Evidence 31 Bashtul 
13 Bill’s partner 2 earth | 32 Weeding tool 
14 White-collared : sane ieee! color 33 ales bit 
thrush (Var.) 2 a ae | = . or se 
15 Sphere Ele ele rioeils Cuice or eum 
6 Individu- arabic 
16 Quasimodo, 
notably ally owned 40 October 
18 Gramest apartment birthstones 
7 Physicist Niels 42 Square dance 
contents 
19 Sequence eats group 
20 eon ae 9 — Today 43 Preach, maybe 
10 Sleuth 44 “Oops” 


place 
22 Ages and ages 
23 Hardy cabbage 
27 Help 
29 Penn pal 
31 Be a goldbrick 
34 Material for blue 


11 Antlered animal 45 Not us 
17 Minimal change 46 Distort 
21 Report card data 48 Overactive one? 
23 Hardly dexterous 49 Khan title 

one 50 Slight amount 
24 Brewery product 51 Bkpr. 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


shoes 
35 Addicted MT UT LTE Ti TDI LE! 
37 Likely 
38 Longings 
39 Sinbad’s bird 
41 Fly fast 
45 Spanish 
appetizers PT A}O| 
ae are 
ar style 
52 Bill 


53 Open-mouthed 
54 Golfer's concern 
55 Greek vowel 

56 Sir’s counterpart 
57 Horror film with 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


UERYE OCOQOQGSD CDDARYCZNE 


HN INS ZERLQ C PLN V 
UNSAH ON PZ ARQGAI VG 
SPRLW? ERWEVFNU DGLYRA. 


Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AFTER CHOPPING 
WOOD FOR HOURS THIS AFTERNOON, WE ALL 
ENDED UP WITH A SPLITTING HEADACHE. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals U 
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Dear Abby: I am 23 and 
have never been able to stand up 
for myself. I have an extremely 
sloppy roommate whom I always 
have to clean up after, a former 
fiance I want to cut ties with, and 
an overbearing mother who treats 
me like a child. 

I know I’m in these 
situations because I 
have allowed them to 
happen. I’d like to be 
able to speak my mind 
without fear of what 
will happen, but it’s al- 
most as if I feel black- 
mailed, and sticking up 
for myself will make 
them angry. 

— Wants To Speak 
Up, St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Wants To Speak 
Up: Stop for a moment 
and look at what being 
a people-pleaser has gotten you 
— a roommate who takes advan- 
tage, a former fiance who won't 
stop clinging, and a mother yow’re 
afraid of having a frank talk with. 
Are you afraid if you have an un- 
pleasant conversation that they 
won't “like” you? 


FSP EE ve AT 


Dear Abby 





By refusing to speak up, what 
you're doing is encouraging more 
of the same. However, if you draw 
the line with your roommate and 
stop acting like her maid, she 
might straighten up — or move 
— which would free you to find 
someone with _ bet- 
ter personal habits. If 
you tell your former fi- 
ance it’s time to hit the 
road, you will free him 
to find someone else, 
which would actually 
be doing him a favor. 
And as for your mother, 
wouldn't it be healthier 
to air your feelings than 
harbor the resentment 
yow’re nursing? 


Dear Abby: I 


have been married to 
a wonderful man for 28 
years. My problem is 
his mother, “Hildegarde,” has al- 
ways been overly attached to him, 
so much so that we moved out of 
state to get away from her. 
Hildegarde has now not only 
moved to our same small town, 
but to a home just up the street! 
My husband works long hours, 


“STARS AND STRIPES? 


Woman needs to assert herself 


and his mother expects him to 
visit her daily. If he gets a day off 
and we do something together, she 
cries to anyone who will listen that 
her son “never comes to see her.” 

This is affecting our marriage. 
Hildegarde acts like a jilted lover, 
and I am considering divorcing 
him to get away from her. 

— Trapped Like Rats in Colo. 

Dear Trapped: Nowhere in 
your letter have you mentioned 
your husband's feelings about his 
mother’s antics. Surely he must 
have known she was considering 
the move. 

If ever I heard of a couple who 
needed couples counseling, it’s 
you two. You must stick together 
and form a united front. Hilde- 
garde may also need a therapist 
to help her understand that her 
neediness is over the top. But exit 
the marriage only as a last resort, 
because if you do, you'll be leaving 
him to her, and she is insatiable. 





Letters for this column — with your 
name and phone number — should 
be addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers 
can write to Abby on the Internet at 
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby 
Universal Press Syndicate 





WHOA. DO YOU THINK 


THROUGH THIS PART 
OF OUR DV.D. > 


Pearls Before Swine 








B.C. 





-.-YOU TRY TO THROW THE HORSESHOE 
SO THAT IT WRAPS AROUND 
METAL STAKE... 


HORSES 
WEAR 
SHOES? 


ONLY ON 
FORMAL 
OCCASIONS. 
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Pardon My Planet Over The Hedge 











WHAT ARE 
WE GOULD FAST-FORWARD YOU TA 


Were CIVICS OU Eeralatdng @acl ser 








man { AAVE A NICE 
W TIME, YOU TWO. 





YON 








AND UNDERNEATH EACH RING, 
IN A SMALL ZIPPERED POUCH - 
IS A CYANIDE CAPSULE... 


\ WHEN SECRET AGENTS MARRY § 


— 





K"KANG! 


e@verizon.net 
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ARAL? 





YOUR TEACHER CALLED 
AND TeELD ME ABOUT 
YoUR ORAL REPORT, 
DANSE 


WE etc? WILEY INK (ue. — OST BY arr —_ 
B'AS Ue PsaL Ceres VOI CATE F-e WILE HR EARTAC(be Het 





PLEASE DON'T INVITE YOUR PIRATE 
FRIEND TO OUR HOUSE. 
HERE. HAVE A 
__. TISSue. 


sat by Gtlid Fuels Send ual, Ing 
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BUT \T WAS 
ALL TRUE / 
LCN WILL 
TELL You’ 














WHAT... ANNO 


Friday, September 4, 2009 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
WINE by Mike Argirion and Jeff Knurek 
Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


The current was 
too strang 





” 






\ 





heed 


©2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
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WHAT THE SUBMARINE 
FACED WHEN IT RAN 
INTO TROUBLE. 





Now arrange the circled letiers 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


“eT WY_YY\Y YN PY YN 
Answer: AN 
NAPS OAT UAT AN peered bad bs ad 


(Answers tomorrow) 


Nae” 













Jumbles: LOUSY GUILD PLENTY COUPON 
Teas Answer: The golfer left the library because his slacks 
were — TOO LOUD 
Speed Bump 
SOLEDSUME COM] mst. aiClerTals 
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We THINK HES DeAD, —_\ 
BUT WHY DON'T You BURY 

HIM WITH HIS PHONE, 
JUST INCASE. 
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We SHOULD WARN 


You THAT SOMe 
OF You MAY FIND THE 
FOLLOWING SEGMENT 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2009 
(AFN-ATLANTIC) (AFN-FAMILY) (AFN-MOVIE) (AFN-NEWS) (AFN-PACIFIC) (PENTAGON) (SPECTRUM) (AFN-SPORTS) (XTRA) 
15:00 /|Sesame Street Funniest Home Videos _ (2:45) Movie “The Sting” | The Rachel Maddow Days of our Lives Fit For Duty Design Star SportsCenter (2:00) Sports 
15:30 Planet’s Funniest Animals (1973) Paul Newman. Two | Show Battleground 
16:00 | The View (3:50) Pokémon Depression-era conmen "Around the Services | Oprah Winfrey The Grill Sergeants Lost Worlds “Taj Mahal’ MLB Baseball San Fran- | MTV Hits Playlist 
plot to swindle a crime lord. : 
16:30 (:40) Zatch Bell Tavis Smiley FNG Useful benefits. cisco Giants at Philadelphia 
17:00 |Dr. Phil The Fairly OddParents | Farrah Fawcett:The E! =| Nightly Business Report | Wheel of Fortune Around the Services King of the Hill eel Pridelphia. X Play 
17:30 Teenage Mutant Ninja _—| True Hollywood Story —_[ Nightline Jeopardy! Downrange That ’70s Show (Same-day Tape Subject to Punk'd 
18:00 | Judge Alex SpongeBob SquarePants | What It Takes The O'Reilly Factor World News-Gibson Week-Pentagon Daily Show-Jon Stewart | Blackout) The Simpsons 
18:30 |The King of Queens Hannah Montana Entertainment Tonight Around the Services The American Veteran The Colbert Report Family Guy 
19:00 Access Hollywood Wizards of Waverly Place | Movie “Wordplay” (2006, |Countdown With Keith America’s Got Talent Four | Briefing Encore Primetime: Family Se- SportsCenter Two-A-Days 
19:30 | Judge Judy That’s So Raven Documentary) Olbermann acts advance. Fit For Duty crets 
20:00 _ |The Young and the Rest- | Made Today Extreme Makeover: Home | Battleground Grey’s Anatomy “Before | Quick Pitch The Real World Devyn 
20:30 less (:40) Movie “Lords of Edition “Cerda Family” —_ | Recon Revisited and After’ gets a puppy. 
21:00 |General Hospital Beverly Hills, 90210 “Mexi- Dogtown” (2005) Emile Today House “Both Sides Now’ Around the Services Private Practice “Ex-Life” |MLB Baseball Atlanta | A Double Shot at Love 
1:30 can Standoff” Hirsch. Californians pioneer Pacific Report Braves at Florida Marlins. 
a new style of skateboard- : = — From Land Shark Stadium 
22:00 _|Days of our Lives Degrassi: TNG ing. America’s Newsroom Pacific Report Briefing Encore Seinfeld “The Gum” in Miami. (Same-day Tape The Best Damn Sports 
22:30 Strange Days (:40) Movie “Wolf” (1994, The Tonight Show With | Recon Friends Subject to Blackout) Show Period 
23:00 _| Oprah Winfrey 7th Heaven “Come Drive |Horror) Jack Nicholson, = Newsroom Conan O’Brien Army Newswatch Daily Show-Jon Stewart Attack of the Show! 
23:30 With Me” Michelle Pfeiffer. Late Show-Letterman Downrange The Colbert Report 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2009 
00:00 | Wheel of Fortune Wizards of Waverly Place | (10:40) Movie “Wolf” (1994, / MSNBC Live Late Show-Letterman This Week in the Pentagon| Late Night With Jimmy —_—| SportsCenter X Play 
00:30 | Jeopardy! That’s So Raven Horror) Jack Nicholson. The Late Late Show With | Fit For Duty Fallon Punk'd 
1:00 {Headline News Made (12:55) Movie “The Pa- | Happening Now Craig Ferguson The American Veteran _| Burn Notice Michael dodg- | SportsCenter The Simpsons 
1:30 | ATS/AFN Report triot” (2000, War) Mel Gib- Judge Judy Around the Services es assassination attempts. Family Guy “Mother Tucker” 
2:00 __| America’s Got Talent Beverly Hills, 90210 “Mexi- Pcl Heath Ledger, Joely Newsroom CSI: NY “Necrophilia Downrange America’s Next Top Model | Tennis U.S. Open, Men’s & | Two-A-Days 
! chardson. A man and his seen Ff : y 
2:30 can Standoff son fight side by side in the Americana All Hands TV The Girl Who Punk'd Ashton” Women’s Second Round. 
3:00 _| Extreme Makeover: Home | Degrassi: Next Generation| Revolutionary War. MSNBC Live Oprah Winfrey Recon Revisited Medium “We Had a Dream” SUN ered The Real World Devyn 
3:30 [Edition “Cerda Family” —_| Strange Days-Blake Holsey| (:20) Movie “Wordplay” (2006) State Dept Briefing ing, N.Y. gets a puppy. 
4:00 |House “Both Sides Now” [7th Heaven “Come Drive _ |A salute to crossword puzzles [Studio BWith Shepard —_ | Dr. Phil Battleground Seinfeld ‘The Gum” A Double Shot at Love 
4:30 With Me” and fans profiles Will Shortz. | Smith Around the Services Friends 
5:00 Headline News Teletubbies Movie “Lords of Dog- The Situation Room With | Final Score The American Veteran Namaste Yoga The Best Damn Sports 
5:30 |The Tonight Show With | Rolie Polie Olie town” (2005) Emile Hirsch, | Wolf Blitzer Headline News This Week in the Pentagon | Total Body Sculpt With Gilad Show Period 
6:00 | Conan O’Brien Sesame Street eee Glenn Beck Good Morning America | Downrange Healthy-Ellie Krieger Attack of the Show! 
6:30 | Late Show With David ekaleboardng: Around the Services | Road Tasted With the Neelys 
7:00 _ | Letterman Bear in the Big Blue House| Farrah Fawcett: The E! =| Around the Services Good Morning America _| Briefing Encore FitNation SportsCenter MTV Hits Playlist 
7:30 |The Late Late Show With |Raggs True Hollywood Story —_ [NBC Nightly News Recon 
8:00 | Craig Ferguson Dora the Explorer What It Takes World News-Gibson Sesame Street Fit For Duty The Morning Show With | College Football South — Sports 
8:30 | Judge Judy Movie “Cinderella Il: Dreams | Entertainment Tonight | CBS Evening News Around the Services Mike & Juliet Carolina at North Carolina 
9:00 [CSI:NY ‘Necrophiia Come True” (2002) Voices of “Movie “Thicker Than Wa- |The NewsHour With Jim The View Recon Revisited Reba Siate. (Subject fo Blackout) 
; ana? Jennifer Hale, Tress MacNeille. tay” a errr (Live) 
9:30 Americana ter (2005, Drama) Melissa | Lehrer State Dept Briefing Living Single 
10:00 | Oprah Winfrey Peep-Big World Gilbert, Lindsay Wagner. “Hannity Dr. Phil Fit For Duty Guiding Light 
10:30 Super Why! (:45) Movie “The Real AFN Europe Report 
11:00 | Dr. Phil My Friends Tigger & Pooh| McCoy” (1993, Suspense) | Anderson Cooper 360 —_| Judge Alex FNG Useful benefits. E! News (:15) College Football Or- | Sports 
11:30 SeeMore’s Playhouse ives aren The King of Queens Fit For Duty The Daily 10 egon at Boise State. (Live) 
12:00 | CBS Evening News Ni Hao, Kai-lan into the business. Special Report With Bret | Access Hollywood Battleground Star Trek “Mudd’s Women’ 
12:30 |ESPNews Dora the Explorer (:35) Movie “Chocolat” _| Baier Judge Judy Around the Services 
13:00 | Prime News Tonight Raggs (2000, Drama) Juliette Campbell Brown The Young and the Rest- | Briefing Encore Roseanne 
13:30 Bear in the Big Blue House Binoche, Lena Olin, Johnny less Downrange Girlfriends 
: Depp. A single mother : : : a 
14:00 |NBC Nightly News Sesame Street opens a chocolate shop in | Your World With Neil General Hospital AFN Europe Report Emeril Live (:15) SportsCenter Sports 
14:30 | World News-Gibson a French village. Cavuto Recon Revisited 
15:00 |Sesame Street Funniest Home Videos _| (2:50) Movie “The The Rachel Maddow Days of our Lives Fit For Duty How Do | Look? 
15:30 Planet’s Funniest Animals Mummy” (1999) Brendan | Show Battleground SportsCenter 
16:00 | The View (3:50) Pokémon iterate ieee A, Around the Services Oprah Winfrey Army Newswatch Lost Worlds The Viking war- MTV Hits Playlist 
16:30 (:40) Zatch Bell 2 3,000-year-old curse. _ Tavis Smiley EXchange on Air rors from Denmark and Norway.’ NFL Preseason Football 
17:00 | Dr. Phil (:05) Movie “Black Behind the Scenes Nightly Business Report | Wheel of Fortune Around the Services King of the Hill (Part 2 of 2)| Philadelphia Eagles at New | x play 
17:30 Beauty” (1994, Adventure) | The Big Tease Nightline Jeopardy! Downrange That ’70s Show ‘I’m a Boy” Lot ae on Punk'd 
18:00 | Judge Alex aar ae What It Takes The O’Reilly Factor World News-Gibson Today’s Air Force Daily Show- Jon Stewart \\.J. (Same-day Tape Sub- ' The Simpsons 
18:30 |The King of Queens in Victorian England. Entertainment Tonight Around the Services All Hands TV The Colbert Report ject to Blackout) Family Guy “Running Mates” 
19:00 Access Hollywood Unfabulous Movie “Ali” (2001, Biog- | Countdown With Keith | Law & Order: Special Vic- Briefing Encore Scrubs “Their Story Il’ World Series of Poker 
19:30 | Judge Judy True Jackson, VP raphy) Will Smith, Jamie | Olbermann tims Unit “Snatched” Fit For Duty My Name Is Earl “Bullies” | SportsCenter 
20:00 _ |The Young and the Rest- | Sonny With a Chance en Speen Today CSI: Miami A murder oc- | Battleground Chuck “Chuck Versus the 
20:30 | less Wizards of Waverly Place | \Wuhammad Ali. curs during a horse race. | Recon Revisited Beefcake” Quick Pitch 
21:00 |General Hospital Wildfire “Impressions” (:15) Movie “Ruby Bridg- | Today Big Brother 11 Around the Services Brothers & Sisters “Trou- South Park 
21:30 es” (1998, Drama) Chaz Pacific Report bled Waters” (Part 2 of 2) /ESPNEWS South Park 
22:00 _ |Days of our Lives Heroes The fates of Peter, Monet. A 6-year-old black America’s Newsroom Pacific Report Briefing Encore Seinfeld “The Rye” College Football Utah The Best Damn Sports 
student faces public school 
22:30 Nathan and Matt. integration. The Tonight Show With | All Hands TV Friends State at Utah. (Taped) Show Period 
23:00 Oprah Winfrey 7th Heaven “With Honors” | Movie “Speed” (1994) Kea- | Newsroom Conan O'Brien Today’s Air Force Daily Show- Jon Stewart Attack of the Show! 
23:30 nu Reeves, Dennis Hopper. Late Show-Letterman | Downrange The Colbert Report 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2009 
00:00 | Wheel of Fortune Unfabulous (11:00) Movie “Speed” MSNBC Live Late Show-Letterman Recon Late Night With Jimmy —_| (10:00) College Football |X Play 
00:30 | Jeopardy! True Jackson, VP (1994, Action) Keanu Reeves. The Late Late Show With | Fit For Duty Fallon Utah State at Utah. (Taped) Punk'd 
1:00 Headline News Sonny With a Chance (:10) Movie “Of Mice and | Happening Now Craig Ferguson The Grill Sergeants Scrubs “Their Story” SportsCenter The Simpsons 
1:30 | ATS/AFN Report Wizards of Waverly Place | Men” (1992) John Malkov- Judge Judy Around the Services My Name Is Earl Family Guy “Running Mates” 
2:00 Law & Order: Special Vie- |Wildfire “Impressions” _|/C". Based on Steinbecks Newsroom CSI: NY ‘Live or Let Die” | Downrange One Tree Hill “I Love You US. Open Tennis Men's World Series of Poker 
2:39 __ tims Unit “Snatched” Ha : ae ee The American Veteran But I've Chosen Darkness” | Second Round & Women’s 
3:00 CSI: Miami A murder oo- | Heroes The fates of Peter, | (:15) Movie “All” (2001, Bi-| MSNBC Live Oprah Winfrey EXchange on Air Third Watch "Walking | jar ound. From te 
3:30 | curs during ahorse race. | Nathan and Matt. ography) Will Smith, Jamie State Dept Briefing Wounded” ter in Flushing, N.Y. (Live) 
4:00 Big Brother 11 7th Heaven ‘With Honors” Sea aeibie beeen Studio B With Shepard _|Dr. Phil Battleground Seinfeld “The Rye” South Park 
4:30 mayer Mlinamniad All Smith Around the Services Friends South Park 
5:00 Headline News Barney & Friends The Situation Room With |Good Morning America | This Week in the Pentagon | Namaste Yoga The Best Damn Sports 
5:30 _| Tonight Show-Conan O’Brien| Oobi MovieRuby Bridges (1998) | Wolf Blitzer National Guard News _| Total Body Sculpt With Gilad Show Period 
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED 


Selling your couch, your 
car or your Stephen 
King collection? 


Friday, September 4, 2009 


Build Your Business for As Little As $21 a week! 


Stars and Stripes offers the most effective and affordable way to reach the military community overseas. Ad 
rates vary depending on the size of your ad and the frequency of insertion. Please contact us for details! 


Reach us! 

Phone us at: 

03-6385-3276 (Commercial) 
011-81-3-6385-3276 (Overseas) 
229-3276 (Tokyo DSN) 
645-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 
721-7146 (Korea DSN) 


Free Ad Guidelines: 


« Free ads are available to DOD ID card 
holders only. 

+ All free ads must be mailed, faxed or 
e-mailed. You may renew or make changes 
to your ad by calling 229-3276. 

+ Free ads run for 21days and on a space 
available basis only. 

* Please spell out each word. No 
abbreviations. 

+ Item prices must be listed. 

+ Free ads are available for private parties 
only. For information on commercial or 
in-home business ads, please call 229-3276. 

+ Stars and Stripes reserves the right to 


Mail us at: 

Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002 
7-23-17 Roppongi, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo 106-0032 Japan 

Email us at: 

classifieds @pstripes.osd.mil 


Fax us at: 

03-3423-8257 (Tokyo CML) 
229-3214 (Tokyo DSN) 
02-2270-7141 (Korea CML) 
721-7141 (Korea DSN) 
645-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 


Sell it FREE in Stripes 
classified. 


SSiTl 


Address 
Your ad 


Submit coupon to: Stars and Stripes, Classified Ad Dept., Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002 Fax DSN 229-3214, CML 03-3423-8257, E-Mail classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil 





Announcements 


—— Do you love to Eat - for Free? —— 


MysteryShoppers needed with access at AAFES 
bases in Korea and Okinawa/Japan. 
Computer/Internet required, training provided. Fee 
paid + reimbursement of food purchase. Apply - 
http://www.frontlinefocus.com/apply/apply.pl 
- scroll to bottom - AAFES - Asia 


Individuals placing 


advertising should use discretion in 


concluding the sale 


Not all potential buyers are reputable 
or honest. S&S suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that potential 
buyers are reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the sale. 

S&S is not liable for the contractual 
relationship between sellers and 
buyers of merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the web site. 


Your Hometown Newspaper 


#OTRIPES. 


www.-stripes.com 





Autos for Sale 141 


Atsugi - 1994 Honda Accord Ex 
2.2L (2,200 cc) 4-cylinder SOHC 
VTEC, 4 door sedan. Cold AC, 
Remote Starter, Aftermarket 
Parts installed, New KYB 
Shocks and Trust Springs, After- 
market rims with new tires, 
Aftermarket stereo system, and 
much more. 66,000km (41,000 
miles) everything working in 
good working condition. Paper- 
work good until August 2011. 





Asking $5,500 (OBO) Call 
08032577094. 
Atsugi - 2002 BMW  318ti 


Coupe. Newer body style, only 
one on Atsugi with a Y Plate. 
JCI until April 2011, new brakes, 
great tires. Only 60000km, no 
accidents. Call 080-5677-7554 
for a test drive. $5000.00 





Atsugi - 2006 Nissan Frontier 
Crew Cab (US Spec), red. 
15,000 miles. Power doors, 
windows, locks, 
AM/FM/CD/DVD/Ipod _ stereo, 
10" sub and amp. JCI due 
March 2010, 2009 road tax paid. 
$12,000 OBO. Contact Scott at 
09029083706. 





John D. Panasiewicz 


General Manager 


040 


classified 


of their property. 


141 


Atsugi - FOR SALE 1997 Honda 
Accord $1800 OBO. Power 
everything in good _ working 
condition. JCI ‘til Apr '10; Base 
Inspection ‘til Feb ‘10. Contact 
Kelly @ 080-6786-6900. 


Misawa, Japan - 1997 Subaru 
Impreza - JCI good through Oct. 
2010. A/C Heater, CD player 4 
wheel drive asking $2000 OBO 
Please call 080-3178-1556 or 
email elaina.sellon@ yahoo.com 
looking for a reliable inexpen- 
sive car then here you go a Dark 
Blue 4 door 


Autos for Sale 








Misawa, Japan - For Sale: 
Honda civic. JCI good until 
March 2011 and the 2009 road 
tax paid. Automatic transmission 
6 disc CD changer Working A/c 
Asking $1500 OBO call 
0176-52-7219 or email 
combo1982 @ hotmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - 1986 Sprinter 
Trueno AE86 with JCI for 2 full 
years and cold A/C 170,000 km 
TRD Exhaust HKS Intake TRD 
Suspension TRD 2way Diff NGK 
Ignition Wires NGK Plugs Cusco 
F/R Strut Bar Water Temp/ Oil 
Press. / Volt Gauges etc. only 
serious buyers make a reasona- 
ble offer all serious offers will be 
considered. Call 425-274-4379 
or email dani_co3 @ yahoo.com 





H. Bryant Pierpont 
Advertising Manager 


Terry M. Wegner 


Accounting Manager 


Lt. Col. Autum C. Whalen 


Commander 


Jack Luersen 
Production Manager 


Up to 32 words FREE for 
21 days! 


re-classify, rewrite or reject any ad. 


Installation 





Announcements 040 


Play The 
2009 NFL 
Challenge! 


Lert tiptoe & Pree Bete 
Over acee brtet re ation 
Mere hart Retteg Syotew 
www.oconus.conm 


Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota, Japan - 1990 Nissan 
Must Go! Red, great for off road, 
IPod USB hardwire (plug and 
play), Red, great for off road, 
IPod USB hardwire ( plug and 
play), Kenwood remote control 
CD player, sunroof, recent tune 
up ( replace spark plugs, oil 
change, air filter), has a few 
dings but overall a great car. JCI 
till April 2010. Asking $1100 but 
willing to negotiate. For sale 
now but we will need to use till 
Sept. 4. PCS'ng email pittman_ 
five @ yahoo.com 











Yokota, Japan - 1990 Nissan 
Terrano - PCS'ing Must Go! 
Red, great for off road, IPod 
USB hardwire ( plug and play), 
Kenwood remote control CD 
player, sunroof, recent tune up ( 
replace spark plugs, oil change, 
air filter), has a few dings but 
overall a great car. JCI till April 
2010. Asking $1100 but willing 
to negotiate. For sale now but 
we will need to use till Sept. 4. 





Please email pittman_ 
five @ yahoo.com 
Yokota, Japan - 1994 Silver 


Nissan Primera My family will be 
PCS'ing soon and | am looking 
to sell my vehicle. This vehicle 
has a roomy trunk and easily 
seats 5 adults. Currently it has 
110,000 km (rough estimate) 
which translates to about 70,000 
miles. Very reliable vehicle and 
fits into tight spaces. Asking 
price $1200 for more information 
just call (313) 347-1026 or (080) 
5650-1979 and ask for David. 


Yokota, Japan - 1994 Toyota 
Cresta Power windows, Tilt 
Steering, Automatic, A/C, MP3 
USB Kenwood CD receiver, 12" 
sub and Earth Quake Amp. JCl 
until 10 Jan. 2010 asking $1699 
will Accept 2 payments. Please 
call 090-6860-0658 or email 
pittxxx11@ hotmail.com 


Yokota, Japan - 1996 Mitsubishi 
Delica-Space Gear Van; Seats 
8; Cold A/C; power windows w/ 
moon roof and sun roof; JCI 26 
Apr 2010. Asking $1200 OBO 
Runs great, but having engine 
cooling problems Sean 
080-351 1-6553 








Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota, Japan - 1997 R33 
Skyline GTS Four door automat- 
ic silver skyline. Great A/C and 
heater Road Tax and insurance 
paid run great, lots of room, 
great family car. 40th Anniversa- 
ry Skyline Edition Contact for 
more details. JCI until 2010 
asking $2000 Please _ call 
(904)229-0833 or email need to 
s el | A S A P 
hannahlovestigger @ hotmail. 
com 


Yokota, Japan - 1998 Honda 
Accord Gold, 4-door good family 
car. Great A/C and heater, 6-cd 
changer and in-dash navigation 
system runs great. Haven't had 
any problems with it. JCI until 
Feb. 2011 asking $2000 OBO 
PCS September 5th, so need to 
sell ASAP Please _ call 
412-246-3000 or email ashley. 
smith @ yokota.af.mil 








Yokota, Japan - 1999 Daihatsu 
Gino Cute, 1950's style, com- 
pact car! Dark purple & chrome, 
JCI until June 2010, 2 door, 
power windows & locks, great 
AC & heat, automatic, AM/FM 
stereo w/CD player, 75,438 
miles, only takes $20 to fill tank! 
Bought last year & only put 500 
miles on it. Easy to drive on 
small streets! Excellent 
condition! PCS'ing in 2 weeks- 
must sell! JCI until June 2010 
Asking $2000 OBO Call 
0805-414-5420 





Yokota, Japan - 1999 Daihatsu 
Gino Cute, 1950's style, com- 
pact car! Dark purple & chrome, 
JCI until June 2010, 2 door, 
power windows & locks, great 
AC & heat, automatic, AM/FM 
stereo w/CD player, 75,438 
miles, only takes $20 to fill tank! 
Bought last year & only put 500 
miles on it. Easy to drive on 
small streets! Excellent 
condition! PCSing in 2 weeks- 
must sell! Asking $2000 OBO 
Call 0805-414-5420 





Yokota. Japan - 94' Nissan 
Largo (pictures coming soon), 
Navy Blue, seats 7, CD player, 
replaced tires during JCI, will get 
oil changed right before transfer. 
Available 10 Sept, must sell due 
to PCS. JCI until 15 July 2011 
asking $2000 OBO Please call 





214-261-6465 or email 
gpooky_99 @ yahoo.com 
Yokota, Japan - 95 Toyota 


Chasers, JCI till Jan 2010! Great 
car runs very well! New tires, 
Cold air condition automatic- 
Just over 100K. Clean interior- 
Great size for a family, plenty of 
room. JCI until 2001 asking 
$1500-PCSing soon, need to 
sell -Please contact via phone 
080-5181-1883 





Yokota, Japan - Black 1994 
Toyota Soarer w/ sun roof and 
JCI 2011, cold ac, clean interior, 
good tires, tinted windows, 
power windows, 6 disc CD 
changer, strong 2jz engine, and 
JCI until 2011. Asking $2500 
OBO oil change will be done 
before selling the car. Please 
call if interested! need to sell 
ASAP! Contact wil at 
080-6756-8173 





MVGIRCULATION OFFICES 


Richard Chuckrey 
Information Systems Manager 


Darian L. Wilson 
Marketing Manager 


Charles D. Winans 
Pacific Circulation Manager 


circulation@ pstripes.osd.mil 


MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS: 
CML: (03) 6385-3171 


DSN: 229-3171 


JAPAN: 
Yokota/Atsugi/Zama DSN: 225-4505/6/7 


Yokohama/Yokosuka DSN: 243-477] 
Misawa DSN: 226-3406 

Sasebo DSN: 252-3890 

Iwakuni DSN: 253-4770 





Deadline to place, cancel, or make any change to an ad is five(5) business days prior to publishing date. If the 
ad has a typographical error, Pacific Stars and Stripes’ liability is to re-run the ad for one (1) additional day on 
the next available issue date. Any other problem with advertising must be filed in writing no later than ten (10) 
days after the first insertion of the ad. Ads cannot be run upside down or sideways. 


All Classified Advertisements Are Non-refundable 


Classified advertising is accepted from DoD personnel (private party ad Classified advertisements) and all 
organizations which provide a service of interest to the military community (business advertisements). All ads 
are assessed before acceptance according to the moral and ethical judgment of Pacific Stars and Stripes. 
Classified advertisements must be acceptable for our general 


military/family readership. Pacific Stars and Stripes has the right to 
return any and all ads considered inappropriate for publication. 


Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota, Japan - 98 Toyota 
Aristo W/ 2 year JCI Navy/Deep 
Blue Leather interior Power 
Locks, windows, etc. Sunroof 
Power Locks, windows, etc. 
Sunroof New 18" Chrome Rims 
Heated Seats Spacious car 
Runs Good Road Tax Paid 
Small Scratch But | Will Cover 
The Cost Come Take A Look At 
it/ Test Drive If Interested please 
email me at spear_ 
robert@yahoo.com or call @ 
619 894 8034 or 080 412 18307 
Bought the care for 5000 and 
bought rims for it But | Am 
selling it for a lot cheaper JCI 
until June 2011 asking $4500 
Call 080-4121-8307 or email 
robert.spear @ yokota.af.mil 





Yokota, Japan - Family Deal - 
two cars for $1100 1996 Toyota 
Scepter - JCI until Oct 2010, 
7seater, Moon-roof, GPS, A/C, 
reliable family car and 1994 
Toyota Starlet - JCI until Oct 09, 
4 door, A/C, reliable car. We've 
had both cars for over two years 
and haven't had any problems. 
Please call Joe or Jayne 
717-265-2649. 224-0646 





Yokota, Japan - R32 GTST type 
M_ skyline Drift ready 5speed 
RB20det engine rb25 turbo new 
spark plugs FMIC GTR _ fuel 
pump HKS SSQ blow off greddy 
prophecy 1 E. Boost controller 
front tien tension rods_ white 
GTR hood $14 kouki eye lids 
GTR front bumper aftermarket 
front fenders slotted brake rotors 
in the front and rear strut bars 
GTR driver seat Racing seatbelt 
harness W/padding CD player/ 
new rear speakers front and 
rear strut bars HICAS lock bar 
not installed yet but can. Shim- 
med diff. better then stock KTS 
fully adjustable coil over's after- 
market cone metal intake razo 
shift knob Ebrake button after- 
market steering wheel _ full 
exhaust- down pipe straight pipe 
CB. R32 GTR rims/tires & stock 
sun roof. Plus more JCI Mar 
2011. $2200.0BO. Please 1- 
954-381-3971 state or email 
johnortizalready @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Silver 1998 
Nissan Cube Great gas mileage. 
Available immediately, JCI until 
March 2010 asking $1500 
Please call (313) 347-1047 





Yokota, Japan - Toyota Aristo 
19" Wheels (New Tires) New 
Brakes Leather Seats CD Player 
12in Sub w/ 400 watt amp 
Talking Alarm/w sensors 2 key 


remotes. Asking $3500 OBO 
Call 263-7369 /_ cell 
080-6786-669383 or 


e_smalls @ hotmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - Toyota Lucida 
JCI due Mar 2011, asking $1800 
1996 Luxury edition, is in great 
shape. JCI until March 2011 
please call me 
090-9391-1877 


at 





Yokota, Japan - Toyota Mark Il 
Grande 1996 Nice and Clean 
No JCI $800 hurry will PCS 
soon. Call 080-3394-7695 Matt 
asking $800 


TOKYO HEADQUARTERS: 
DSN: 229-3174 
CML: (03) 6385-3174 


KOREA: 
Yongsan DSN: 721-7140 
Osan DSN: 784-4393 
Taegu DSN: 768-7461 
Pusan DSN: 763-3787 
Kunsan DSN: 782-743] 





Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota, Japan - Toyota Estima 
van Due to PCS, please call: 
Hollie @ 1-763-354-3526 GPS 
system  Interior/Exterior great 
condition Power windows/locks 
A/C & Heater work great! 
AM/FM/CD Pioneer stereo w/ 
detachable face JVC speakers 
Seats 8 people 2nd row seats 
can be turned to face back row 
or lay down flat Back seats fold 
up to fit big items Van runs 
great! JCI good till Jul 2010 
Road tax paid Asking $1500 O 
OBO Please call 763-354-3526 
or email sarah1576a@hotmail. 
com 





Yokota, Japan - Truck 4 Sale! 
1994 Nissan Terrano - PCS 
move. JCI expires Oct 2009 
buyer renews, Asking price 
$1500. Option 2: JCI renewed 
by owner asking Price $2200 
payment Options. Please Call 
090-349-80860 or email maxine. 
howard @ yokota.af.mil 





Zama; 1991 4-wheel drive Nis- 
san Terrano: Excellent condi- 
tion; JCI just renewed good until 
August 2011; English GPS, ETC 
Machine; Kenwood Stereo with 
USB port connection where 4 
thumb drives can hold over 100 
CDs, power amp and Electro- 
hydraulic shocks. Many more 
extras email Larry at 
LPLATT69 @hotmail.com or call 
aaa $1800 or best 
offer. 





Zama - 2006 Chevrolet Corvette 
C6 /Z06 Styling, Silver, 20" rims, 
American Spec, Excellent Con- 
dition, Less than 25,000 miles, 
Garage kept, Glass Coating, 
Hurricane Intake, Bassani Ex- 
haust System, Z06 Design, 
Leather Interior, Sport Racing 
Suspension, 450HP, JCI, 
Targa-Top; plus much more; 
Priced to sell, Kelly Blue Book, 
Serious Offers Only: 
090-851-79568 or 268-4288 


Motorcycles 164 


Yokota, Japan - 1996 Harley 
Davidson Low Rider 1996 
Harley-Davidson dyna low rider 
- FXDL only 7500 miles, stored 
under cover, Custom paint and 
well taken care of. Serious 
offers will be considered. Asking 
price $10,000 Please call 313 
347-1005 or email 
digtab @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - 1998 Honda CB 
400 Beginners bike with low 
mileage. Blue - Good condition. 
JCI until August 2010 asking 
$1200 Please call 
090-349-80860 or email maxine. 
howard @ yokota.af.mil 





Yokota, Japan - 2000 Honda 
X-11 Only 10,000km, new bat- 
tery, not recommended for be- 
ginners unless strong enough. 
Reduced for sacrifice sale from 
$3,950 to $3,450.00 need to 
sale or trade for other than 
motorcycle what do you have? 
Willing to finance Please call 
210-547-9936 or email 
samuelengler @ hotmail.com 


EMARKETING: 
marketing@ pstripes.osd.mil 
DSN: 229-3149; CML (03) 6385-3149 
DSN FAX: 229-3132 


OKINAWA: 
DSN: 645-2010 
CML: (098) 893-0292 
FAX DSN: 645-7297 
CML: (098)892-0995 
GUAM: 
CML: (671) 632-1003 





MasterCard 





VISA 











Motorcycles 164 


Yokota, Japan - 2007 HD 
FLSTF Fatboy. Includes pas- 
senger seat, removable back- 
rest (required for your passen- 
ger), saddlebag, and all factory 
manuals! Extras are available. If 
you want to buy a reasonably 
priced HD to ride to ride while 
you are here in Japan, this is a 
rare opportunity. I'm asking 
$15,000.00 but all reasonable 
offers will be considered. | love 
this bike! I'm only selling it 
because I'm PCS'ing back home 
and | don't need two. JCI until 
July 2010 asking $15000 Please 
email bakaboy45 @ yahoo.com 


Yokota, Japan - Aprilia RS 125 
Motorcycle 2007 - 2900KM, JCI 
until Sept 2011. UMEDA sells 
new for 550,000 yen. Asking 
$4500 OBO Please _ call 
090-8504-7284 


Baby Items 200 


Yokota, Japan - Aprica baby 
carrier please come to Ome city 
to pick it up or pay for the 
delivery fee asking $5 Contact 
080-1004-2765 








Bicycles 220 


Yokota, Japan - 2009 Cannon- 
dale CAAD9-7 Blue 2009 Can- 
nondale CAAD9-7. Size is 
52cm, excellent condition. Just 4 
months old with only a few rides 
on tires. Asking $600.00 firm 
Please contact Kevin @ 
080-3351-8852 or pre- 
d1128@yahoo.com. 


Yokota, Japan - Kona stinky for 
sale. Not used to terribly much. 
Only went around 5 times last 
year, yet to go this year. Needs 
New seat if you care about the 
tears, other than that she's good 
to go. Also have a bike stand, 
and full body armor (upper part 
never used) for additional cost. 
Asking $650 Please call 
080-3755-3434 or email 
grant @ flsimages.com 


Books 250 


Yokota, Japan - Need 
PSYC100A book ASAP (38rd 
Edition) Looking for Psychology: 
A Journey (8rd ED.) Please let 
me know ASAP. Price negotia- 
ble Please call 323-345-6970 
Thanks! 








Yokota, Japan - City = Mini 
Stroller Rarely used. Very easy 
to use and place in your car. 
Asking $200 Call 954-676-4031 
or email baldini3 @ hotmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - Fisher Price - 
Rainforest Bouncer Seat full of 
perks for both babies and 
parents, the Fisher-Price Rain- 
forest Bouncer offers a place for 
baby to play, rest, and develop 
key motor, visual, and auditory 
skills. Designed for use from 
birth until baby can sit up 
unassisted, this activity seat 
features a fun and_ colorful 
jungle theme, complete with 
delightful toys and _ sounds. 
Original purchase price $59. 
Gently used. Asking $20 Please 
call 090 1793 3079 


Yokota, Japan - New Baby care 
Book practical guide to the first 
three years. By Dr. Miriam 
Stoppard asking $10 Contact 
080-1004-2765 


Yokota, Japan - Project Man- 
agement Fifth Edition Informa- 
tion Technology by Kathy 
Schwalbe. Asking $40 call Sean 
080-351 1-6553 


Clothing 320 


Yokota, Japan - Cowboys boot 
(Western boot) Used cowboys 
boot in AAA grade in mix size 
for men and women sold at 
$15.00 a pair in mix order of 25 
pair Tel 514 333 0510 








Yokota, Japan - Lansinoh Dou- 
ble Electric Breast Pump is an 
efficient, affordable — electric 
pump designed for everyday 
long term use at home or away. 
The patented system prevents 
milk back up in the tubing and 
pump. Dual independent con- 
trols for speed and suction allow 
for personal settings to simulate 
your baby's nursing pattern. This 
pump was used twice while we 
were in the states. We paid 
$150, will sell for $125 OBO. 
Please call 404-478-4616 


Bicycles 220 


Yokota, Japan - 2009 Cannon- 
dale 613 road bike. Size is 
52cm, K-wing carbon fiber bars, 
triple front crank, and excellent 
condition. (Buyer will need ped- 
als) $700.00 firm Please contact 
Gary @ 214-261-6325 or 
080-4059-2674 Email 
gaj222 @ymail.com 


Yokota, Japan - 21 Speed 
Ladies' Schwinn Mountain Bike 
used once. Asking $90 OBO 
Please call 858-368-6909 or 
email pattito319@ hotmail.com 








Yokota, Japan - Halloween 
Costume - Girl Infant/Toddler 
Everything in photo included. 
Stride Rite Shoes Size 5M, One 
Size 18M, Scarf (Hair/Neck), 
Glasses, Belt, Skirt (18M-2T). | 
had to order from several 
different sites online to complete 
outfit, it was expensive. Only 
worn 3 times, excellent condition 
very cute! Asking $15 Please 
email lailani.sisson@ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Ninja Costume - 
Boys Size Small Size Small - 
100% Polyester Includes: Long 
Sleeve Top, Pants, Belt, 1 Mask 
w/ Red Dragons, and 1 Mask 
Plain Black. Asking $5 Please 
email lailani.sisson@ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Wilton Charac- 
ter Pans for Sale! | am spring 
cleaning and would like to move 
some of my inventory. | have the 
following cake pans for sale at 
$5 each or $40 for the whole lot: 
Dora, Elmo, SpongeBob, Blue's 
Clues, Scooby Doo, Tweety 
Bird, Suzy Q, Power Puff Girls, 
Ragedy Ann, Power Rangers, 
Jack-o-Lantern, Easter Bunny 
Please let me know if you're 
interested. First come __ first 
serve. Please call 773-634-7741 
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Club/Parties 340 


SHINJUKU WORLD FRIENDS 
INTERNATIONAL PARTY, Sep 
5, Sat, 6:30-8:50pm, SHINJUKU 
TOKYO LOOSE. The full-scale 
International Party in Shinjuku. 
Meet 200 people. 20 kinds of 
free cocktails. Free Snacks with 
Sandwiches. Male 3500J yen 
Female 3000 yen _hitp:/ 
/www.world-friend.com = Call 
080-2001-0512 party@goover. 
Co. jp 

eee 


Computers 360 


Computer - Express Card 54 
CAC reader, SCM3340. Elimi- 
nate the USB wires with an 
Express Card CAC reader for 
your Express Card capable 
laptop. $30 plus $12 shipping. 
Card worked well in my laptop 
but new laptop has a reader 
built in. Call Raymond at 713 
877-9300 and leave message or 
email rtorp @alumni.rice.edu 


Yokota, Japan - 640 GB Exter- 
nal Hard Drive Paid $100 for... 
please email with any questions. 
Asking $80 Please email gregg. 
matthew @ gmail.com 








Yokota, Japan - 8G Pro Duo 
Memory Stick, Adapter and USB 
Reader Brand New SanDisk 8G 
Pro Duo Memory Stick, Memory 
Stick Duo Adapter and USB 
Card Reader. This can be used 
for Memory Stick Pro or Memory 
Stick Pro Duo and also good for 
PSP1000, 2000 and 3000. Ask- 
ing $40 OBO Please call 
090-9825-3805 


Yokota, Japan - brand new hard 
drive our hard drive crashed 
about 2 months ago, so we 
called HP and got a brand new 
one. However, due to the slow 
pace of mail, it took about 2 1.2 
months to get here. So, we 
decided to just go to the BX and 
buy one. Well, today, we got the 
hard drive HP sent to us. We 
are not in any more need of it. 
It's brand new, still in the wrap 
paid $92.00 for the same exact 
one at the bx. Seagate internal 
desktop hard drive call 
702-946-6079 500GB 7200RPM 
Sata asking $70 Please email 
rkjnsingleton @ yahoo.com 





Computers 360 


Yokota, Japan - Sony Desktop 
Computer Great condition 
comes with everything you need 
now at a low price call for 
details!! Asking $800 OBO 
Please 1-901-273-9919 or email 
cmfrith28 @ yahoo.com 


Furniture 510 


Yokota, Japan - Rosewood 
Telephone Chair from Eastwood 
Trading Company. Double Hap- 
piness Design with glass top. 
Asking $600 Please email lily- 
_481@hotmail.com or call 
314-558-3409 





Zama - Dell Dimension 8300 
desktop. Great computer pur- 
chased in 2005. Runs like a 
champ. MS Office 2007 and 
Windows XP installed. Syman- 
tec Anti-virus w/o expiration, 
plus too much more to list. 
Includes wireless mouse & 
keyboard, Wireless adapter for 
networks. Flatscreen monitor. 
(only selling because we don't 
have room for a desktop) $300 
OBO. Call for more information- 
263-8258. 


Crafts/Hobbies 380 


Yokota, Japan - must go 
immediately-tons of scrapbook- 
ing must sell immediately b 4 | 
leave! | have put together tons 
of bags filled w/ great scrap- 
booking items (most | purchased 
online). You name it, it's proba- 
bly here. Jolie's boutique, Karen 
Foster, Adorn it by Carole's 
creations, creative imaginations, 
Bo bunny, die cuts w/ view, 
making memories, k & compa- 
ny, and many, many more. 
(Christmas Holiday/snow board- 
er themed, love/marriage, sum- 
mer, 4th of July, friendships, 
sleepovers, baby boy, boy, baby 
girl, girl, Halloween/fall, camp- 
ing, pool/beach/swim, — k-8th 
grade, 9th - graduation, movies, 
birthday, Easter, spring, travel, 
Disney, & So much more. there 
is a lot here. bundled up in bags 
by themes (some have lettering 
in them, brads, thicker, you 
name it!). start at $5 - $20 
please call 916-473-4488 


Furniture 510 


Negishi, Japan - Black oval 
coffee table for sale $125.00 or 
best offer. Large, glass top, 
shelf on bottom. Oriental design, 
got at bazaar. phone- 
08041281319. 





Yokota, Japan - HP Pavilion 
Dv1000 14.1 widescreen display 
Windows XP sp2 1.6ghz pro- 
cessor 2gb RAM 160gb internal 
Hard Drive 80gb External Hard 
Drive Two batteries (one 3Cell 
other 6Cell) Alto Cordless Note- 
book stand and wireless Key- 
board Belkin 15N1 Media Read- 
er/writer USB 2.0 Targus wire- 
less mouse Logitech Webcam 
HP laptop bag Preinstalled 
software Microsoft Office 7, 
Photoshop 7, Fast stone image 
viewer And more Asking $ 500 
OBO Please email 
jarodhodge915 @ hotmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - Red Apple Mac 
book items / IPod items abso- 
lutely nothing wrong w/ any- 
thing. We have to start downsiz- 
ing now! Extra Apple Mac book 
"white color" battery only | kept 
the box it came in. Paid $130 
asking $65 See-thru hard shell 
cover to protect a 13" Macbook. 
Was my sons/he changed color- 
s/doesn't need this one. We paid 
$50. Asking $10 | kept orig. 
box--only used the cord other 
item never used-apple USB 
power adapter set. Asking $15 | 
luv dual docking station alarm 
clock set w/ remote. | have the 
box. Exc. Shape. $65 Contact 
916-473-4488 


Yokota, Japan - Samsung 19" 
LCD Monitor & Swivel/Tilt Wall 
Gently used black 19" LCD 
monitor by Samsung. I'm includ- 
ing a Wall bracket that swivels & 
tilts, perfect match for the 
monitor. Have to sell because | 
don't have a desktop anymore. 
Asking $140 OBO Please call 
080-4141-5252 











Negishi - Large black leather 
couch, great condition, moving 
must sell. 100.00 or best offer, 
call 08041281319 


Yokota, Japan - 2 bar stools for 
sale! $45 we moved here and, 
unfortunately, no longer have 
room or a purpose for them. 
Please contact Terrence at 
090-6301-4553. Asking $45 
Please call 090-6301-4553 


Yokota, Japan - | have a china 
cabinet, it is 2 sections has a 
light looks great. Asking $150 
Please call 090-907-3269 


Yokota, Japan - IKEA coffee 
table for sale! $40.we moved 
here and no longer room for it. 
Original price was $135. Please 
call 090-6301-4553 


Yokota, Japan - Rosewood 
Corner Bar w/ 2 Stools from 
Eastwood Trading Company, 
Dragon Design. 2 stools and pull 
out bar. Asking $1500 Please 
email lily_481@hotmail.com or 
call 314-558-3409 


Yokota, Japan - Rosewood 
Entertainment Center from East- 
wood Trading Company. Dragon 
Design, beveled glass Entertain- 
ment Center extendable to fit a 
TV up to 61inches. Asking 
$1500 Please email or call 
314-558-3409 


Yokota, Japan - Rosewood 
Grandfather Clock w/ German 
Movements Rosewood dragon 
design all clock movements, 
with dancers especially made 
from Germany. Asking $3000 
Please e-mail lily_481 @hotmail. 
com or call 314-558-3409 























Yokota, Japan - SERTA Queen 
size bed pillow top, only 6 mos. 
old, hardly used, look as new. 
Bought $899 from BX Call 
323-338-7534 or email if interes- 
ted Asking $450 


Zama - Sofa for sale. 4 Piece 
Leather Sectional. Brown. $900 
OBO - Will deliver within Kanto 
Plain. Call 090-3697-0187. 


Furniture/Appliances 511 





Yokota, Japan - must go- 
Honeywell fans w/ built-in air 
cleaners absolutely nothing 


wrong w/ these! | kept them very 
clean. | kept the manuals to 
them as well. | purchased these 
in the states about a year anda 
half ago. Only selling because 
we must downsize what we 
have!! These are really nice 
Honeywell "black color" fans w/ 
remotes that also have built-in 
flashlights. This is a great way to 
circulate the air in your home, so 
it's not so stuffy. These fans 


offer lots of other options. 
another "plus" about these 
fans-they have built-in air 


cleaners-no extra $$ to replace 
filters-have a fan & air cleaner in 
one, takes up less_ space!! 
Asking $40 each (I have 3--we 
had 1 in each room upstairs to 
help circulate the air all year 
round.) contact Angela 
916-473-4488 


Household Items 560 


Yokota, Japan - Kitchen Cabinet 
plus misc. household items 
Kitchen cabinet $30; Doll and 
case $20; blender, coffee mak- 
er, floor fan, vacuum, paper 
shredder, rice cooker, floor 
lamp, and more $5 to $10 each. 
Massage pad on swivel rattan 
chair $15. Coffee table, Asking 
$30 Please call 6143584904 


Yokota, Japan - Must Go- 
Canvas Closet Hanging 
Organizer-2 nothing wrong w/ 
these! They are in_ exc. 
condition-machine washable as 
well. Only selling because we 
must down size now - Set of 





2-Canvas Garment Bags w/ 
Cedar Inserts. These’ are 
natural-Khaki/cream trim __ in 


color--has hanger hooks at top 
to hang in closet-| bought these 
at BBB. Great to use in a 
downstairs closet or bedroom 
closet-organize suits, dresses, 
coats, seasonal clothing, etc. 
WE used them to hang all of our 
"winter" clothing in summer/no 
wrinkles, vice-versa. Plus, we 
used one to hang coats in 
downstairs closet. Great way to 
organize a closet, & create more 
space, | am asking $30 for the 
set of 2. These are really nice. 
The removable cedar inserts 
were great to have as well. 
Please call 916-473-4488 


Yokota, Japan - Must go-front 
door Japanese/American sign 
exc. Shape only selling because 
we need to downsize what we 
have now. | bought this at a 
bazaar a while back and paid 
$60. | am asking $30. You can 
hang this sign on your front 
door, or wall, or get a stand and 
put it on a desk/counter. It has 
Mount Fuji, Japanese man, etc. 
on it. The sign reads "this is an 
American style home run Japa- 
nese style. Please take off your 
shoes and stay awhile." it's 
really nice. | kept it very clean. 
So sorry, | do not have pictures. 
Please call me 916-473-4488 to 
see in person. Thank you. 








“STARS AND STRIPES? 


Home Electronics 570 


Yokota, Japan - 27in TV selling. 
Don't have the remote for it. 
Works fine just don't need | can 
take it to your house if needed 
asking $25 Please email 
yokotaads123 @ gmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - DJ SET + sera 
to scratch live beginners DJ set 
comes with 2numark tt1600 belt 
drive turntables/2 needles, 1 
Stanton m.202 mixer, and 1 JVC 
headset. Also included is a 
range serum to scratch live still 
new and in the box perfect for 
using old skool turntables setup 
for new skool technology. setup 
comes with all cables and if you 
are a aspiring DJ then this is the 
perfect setup to begin with also 
if you don't know scratch live 
allows you to mix music straight 
from your computer with any 
turntables and _ still have that 
original sound and feel. And as 
a bonus | will through in a 
soundcard so that you can 
record what you mix! All for a 
low price of $400. And if you are 
a beginner and need help | will 
also show you how to set 
everything up correctly. Asking 
$400 Please call 1-954-381- 
3971 state or email 
johnortizalready @ yahoo.com 


Yokota, Japan - ESPN Game 
Station The active fun of six 
different sports, including foot- 
ball, basketball, baseball, soc- 
cer, golf and hockey. Excellent 
conditions with Owner's Manual 
Asking 75 OBO please call 
314-558-3453 or email 
hworth1 @ hotmail.com 








Yokota, Japan - Fender 2x12 
Combo Amp 1 year old. 212 
DSP combo amp features 16 
amp models and 16 DSP effects 
per channel (including reverb, 
delay, chorus, tremolo, flanging, 
Vibrations and combinations). 
100W power section with 2 
special design 12" speakers, 2 
independent channels with du- 
plicate controls 16 amp types 
per channel 16 effects types per 
channel included footswitch for 
channel selection and effects 
on/off Head phone output. Pre- 
amp out and power amp in 
asking $200 OBO Please call 
090-6182-0119 or email 
mitjrdn @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Guitar Hero 
PS38--Full Set with 4 games 
Comes with 2 guitars, drums, 
and microphone. 4 games are: 
Guitar Hero: World Tour Guitar 
Hero: Legends of Rock Guitar 
Hero: Metallica Guitar Hero: 
Aerosmith Everything works per- 
fectly. Just don't play it anymore 
but it's a lot of fun. Asking $225 
Call Rob or Kristen at 1-702- 
946-6079 


Yokota, Japan - JVC GZ-MC200 
Mini Camcorder 1/3.6-inch CCD 
imager with 2.12-megapixel res- 
olution Micro-drive format lets 
you shoot up to 60 minutes of 
high-quality MPEG-2 video 10x 
optical zoom with image stabili- 
zation 1.8-inch LCD screen Also 
supports Compact Flash and SD 
Memory Cards, USB2.0, DV- 
AVI, Windows-AVI, MPEG-1 
and MPEG-2, Windows Media 
Video, and Real Video and also 
works as a Digital audio player 
this link has detailed pictures 
and review http://www.camcor- 
derinfo.com/content/ JVC-GZ- 
MC200-Camcorder-Review.htm 
asking $120 Please call 090 
1793 3079 or email 
chrisanba @ gmail.com 








Yokota, Japan - Karaoke Sys- 
tem Bought from BX in March. 
Have used it twice, maybe even 
once... Has a book of 2,100 
songs, 1 microphone, a stand, 
and the handbook full of songs. 
Also, comes in a leather case. It 
hooks directly into the TV Easy 
hook-up and easy to use. Paid 
249.99 asking $120 OBO 
Please email 
rkjnsingleton @ yahoo.com 





Home Electronics 570 


Yokota, Japan - Konka 32in Flat 
Screen Television Silver in color 
32in flat screen television Works 
completely fine nothing wrong 
with it. | just upgraded. Not an 
LCD TV just a flat screen $100 
firm Call 81-3200-9312 





Yokota, Japan - MUST GO 
NOW-iLuv Clock/dual docking 
station absolutely nothing wrong 
we have to downsize now, & we 
don't need 2 of these anymore! 
It's in excellent condition. We 
kept the orig. box, everything it 
came with. "black color" Iluv 
“double play"-imm173 (has dual 
docking station to charge IPod / 
| Phone-remote control bright 
control | CD large clock display- 
am/fm radio-alarm many more 
great features. paid $150. ask- 
ing $65 must downsize now. 
contact 916-473-4488 





Yokota, Japan - must sell-Sony 
CD Boom box/IPod dock abso- 
lutely nothing wrong w/ this!! It 
was kept very clean. We also 
kept the orig. 
box/paperwork/etc. my son is 
cleaning out his room now, & 
says he no longer wants it. This 
is really nice!! It's a "white color" 
Sony CD boom box w/ built-in 
apple IPod universal docking 
station w/ remote. | like the fact 
you could either play music CD's 
or listen to an IPod while it was 
charging. You can either carry it 
from room-room using batteries, 
or, you can plug it in. it also has 
am/fm radio, 30 station preset, & 
many more great features. It 
sounds really clear as well. My 
son is only asking $60. Please 
call 916-473-4488 





Yokota, Japan - Sabre DVD 
Player brand new, in box. 
Received as a gift, but never 
used b/c we have a blue-ray 
player. Color-black comes with 
remote and batteries asking $15 
Email Melissa 
mking02 @ hotmail.com 


Jewelry 610 


Yokota, Japan - Must Go-Bag of 
Jewelry / G-Shock Watch My 
son wants to sell his G-Shock 
watch. | kept the manual it came 
with. It has a Velcro military 
camo wrist band, & lots of cool 
features. We paid $80. My son 
is asking $30. | put a small bag 
together of MISC. Jewelry that | 
never wear anymore. Neckla- 
ces, earrings, maybe a ring or 
two, $20 for the whole bag 
Contact Angela 916-473-4488 


Musical Instruments 740 


Yokota, Japan - Ernie Ball Music 
man Stingray Bass Professio- 
nally played on the road and in 
the studio. Black w/black picks 
guard. In perfect condition with 
Original custom case Massive 
hum bucker pickups with 3-band 
active preamp. Hard maple body 
and custom blonde Maple neck, 
Schaller tapered-post tuners. 
With Volume, treble, bass con- 
trols. | paid $1500 dollars for this 
bass a few years ago. Come 
play it and see what you think. 
I'm willing to barter. Also below 
is a picture of the Hard shell 
Case with a_ different color 
stingray bass. The bass I'm 
holding on stage, is the exact 
bass I'm selling. Asking $ 875 
OBO call 090-6182-0119 or 
email mttjrdn @ yahoo.com 


Outdoor Living 715 


Yokota, Japan - 800 Watt Power 
Supply BFG Power Supply first 
reasonable offer takes it. Please 
email gregg. 
matthew @ gmail.com 





Outdoor Living 715 


Yokota, Japan - 2 Person Trail 
Tent ~ Brand New | got this tent 
and never used it so | am 
getting rid of it to someone that 
can use it more. It is brand new, 
still factory sealed and never 
opened or used asking $15. 
Size is 7' x 4.6' thanks asking 
$15 Please call 8583686846 o 
email jcwang77 @ aol.com 





Yokota, Japan - Large size 
plastic outdoor storage shed 
needed! Please call Bryan at 
313-347-1031. Price negotiable! 


Pets 820 


Misawa, Japan - Free Cat to 
Good Home - | need to find a 
home for a cat. He is a lovable 
animal, his owner PCS'ed and 
was left here. He comes with 
everything you will need, litter 
box, food and water dish. His 
name is lion or if you are 
interested please give me a call 
080-3181-556 or email me elai- 
na.sellon @ yahoo.com 





SHA/ZAMA - free cat to good 
home. 3 year old black and 
white male japanese tabby. up 
to date on all shots. if interested 
get ahold of patricia/CJ Wittsell 
@ 267-6329 / 
puertobaby87 @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Japanese Bob- 
tail Cat Beautiful white cat with 
tabby spots is looking for a 
home! He was a stray that was 
picked up and living at Pet 
Boarding. After several weeks in 
foster care he has turned into a 
fantastic, friendly cat. Now he 
just needs you to take him home 
and give him a forever home. 
Asking $50 Please contact 
443-524-6433 





Yokota, Japan - Saltwater Pow- 
der Brown Tang Beautiful fish to 
watch. Asking $20 Please call 
(323)338-7553 or email 
mdfisherman @ hotmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - Saltwater Sco- 
pas Tang 2inches long. The 
Scopas tang is predominantly 
herbivorous, but will eat a 
variety of foods in captivity. 
They're not finicky, the Scopas 
tang is predominantly herbivo- 
rous, but will eat a variety of 
foods in captivity. They're not 
finicky eaters and, if otherwise 
healthy, will adapt quickly to 
prepared foods such as 
spriulina-enriched flakes, dried 
macro-algae, my sis and brine 
shrimp, and other meaty sea- 
foods. Asking $15 Please call 
(323)338-7553 or email 
mdfisherman @ hotmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - Saltwater fish 
Blue Tang 3inches long The 
Blue Tang boasts a_ vibrant 
electric blue body dressed with 
bold black markings. It is also 
called the Pacific Blue Tang, 
and Hepatus or Regal Tang. 
Regardless of common name, 
Paracanthurus hepatus fish is 
equal parts beauty and peace- 
fulness that suits almost any 
large community marine aquari- 
um. Asking $60 firm Please call 
(323)338-7553 
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Photography 830 


Yokota, Japan - must go 
now-light blue Canon Camera 
there is absolutely nothing 
wrong w/ this camera! It was my 
daughter's. she upgraded, & no 
longer needs this one. It was 
purchased in Dec. we kept the 
orig. box, everything it came w/, 
etc. it's all in exc. condition, kept 
very clean. The SD card it came 
w/ is still sealed up-brand new. 
Plus, we are including another 1 
GB SD card (2 SD cards total). 
This would make a great gift, 
first Camera, or extra camera. 
The picture comes out clear. It's 
very simple to use as well. It's a 
canon power shot e1-light blue, 
10mega pixels, 4x optical zoom, 
optical image stabilizer, large | 
CD screen, face detection, 
Digital Ill, red eye correction, 
movie mode, easy mode, & 
many more great features. We 
paid $180. My daughter is 
asking $85. Great deal! Contact 
916-473-4488 


Toys 945 


Yokota, Japan - Huge plastic 
little Tikes toy box blue and 
white. Hold everything. We 
downsized our toys and we no 
longer need it due to PCS. 
Asking $25 for it Please call 
3145583462 or email 
cowan04 @ hotmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - Toy chest/trunk 
have a blue top, tan bottomed 
toy chest that's 2ft wide by like 
3ft long. Plastic asking $ 15 
bucks please email 
meangreenparts @ yahoo.com 


Sporting Goods _ 980 


Yokota, Japan - AB Lounge 
Ultra This is the ultimate ab- 
dominal machine! This great 
machine elicits more muscle 
activity in the upper and lower 
abdominals, plus the love han- 
dles. It also folds down small 
enough to fit under your bed. 
Please email me if interested. 
Paid $134.99 new asking $80 
OBO Please email gregg. 
matthew @ gmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - Brand New and 
never worn SPYDER Snow- 
boarding Jacket and Pant set. 
Both are XL and will fit a person 
that is 61". The pant has 
suspenders with them that are 
detachable and the jacket has a 
hood and the arm is removable 
by zipper. Top of the line suit. | 
bought these last year and then 
got deployed and now PCS'ing 
to Guam for 4 years. Paid over 
$200 and willing to part for 
$150. Call 407-373-1342 or 
email owner @trandell.com 





Yokota, Japan - Fitness Bike - 
Pro Form 240S, $50 OBO 
We've owned this bike for a little 
while now and have no more 
room for it in our house. Bike is 
in great shape, except for a 
scratch on the main frame of the 
bike and a few ‘dings’ on the 
seat. Only needs two double 
batteries - great for exercising at 
home! Works great! MUST GO 
ASAP! Please call 
425-274-4375 or email 
eddierozzi @ rocketmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - keep fit | have a 
step-master, not to big, easy to 
fit any place. Asking $50 Please 
call 0909073269 





Yokota, Japan - New _ Ignio 
Snowboarding Goggles - color 
Black and Size LG asking $20 
Please call 407-373-1342 or 
email owner @trandell.com 


Yokota, Japan - New SPYDER 
Snowboarding Gloves size XL 
Bought last year and_ got 
deployed and now PCS'ing to 
Guam. Selling for $30 call 
407-373-1342 or email owner @- 
trandell.com 
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sportingGoods —_980 


Yokota, Japan - Must go- 
decorative bowling ball w/ bag 
set must downsize!! Nothing 
wrong, we just have to clear out. 
We have had this set for several 
years now. We _ bought the 
bowling ball in the states years 
ago, but are still in exc. shape--it 
has an "Americana theme w/ a 
bird on it"-8 LBS-the holes can 
be "re-drilled at the bowling 
alley". Plus, we are also includ- 
ing a really nice, rolling, Colum- 
bia bowling ball bag w/ lots of 
storage for ball, shoes, etc. The 
bag Is in exc. shape & looks 
brand new. This is a really nice 
set. Priced to sell immediately-- 
-both ball and bag $35. Price 
low set contact 916-473-4488 


Yokota, Japan - Nike SUMO2 
SQ Tour Driver-XS-For Sale 
would like to switch to a different 
style Driver. In Great shape, 
upgraded shaft to an X-Stiff, if 
you want the original shaft it is a 
Stiff Flex Adela Shaft. Will send 
you pictures of it or if you would 
like to stop by and see just call 
or email. Thanks for viewing my 
ad have a great day or night. 
Please call 1-512-275-4906 or 
email mmathis126 @ yahoo.com 
will post pictures when | can 
figure out how. 


Yokota, Japan - NWT VANS 
Snowboarding Boots and Flow 
Bindings Vans Danny Kass 5 
Snowboarding Boots - Size 14 
2008 Flow Team _ All- 
Mountain/Freestyle Snowboard 
Bindings Both is brand New and 
never used. Bought last year 
and the got deployed and now 
PCS'ing to Guam in Nov for 4 
yrs paid over $500 and will to 
part for $400 call 407-373-1342 
or email owner @trandell.com 











Yokota, Japan - treadmill for 
sale! $150.00 simplicity by Atha- 
lon treadmill for Sale! We moved 
here and no longer have room 
for it. Works Great! Asking price 
$150 Please call 090-6301-4553 


Miscellaneous 1040 


Schofield Barracks, HI - NAVI- 
GON 5100/5110 GPS for 
$200.00. Works great in Europe 
and the U.S. In good condition 
and comes with a 220v charger. 
Email:rainatalig@ yahoo.com _ if 
interested. 





Misawa, Japan - For Sale: 
Treadmill and Nintendo Wii - | 
have a treadmill and Nintendo 
Wii for sale they are both in 
good shape and rarely used. 
The treadmill going for $400 and 
| will sell the Nintendo Wii for 
$400 it has Wii fitness with it 
and comes with some games 
and two controllers. So please if 
you would like any of this please 
email me or call 6163983! Audra 
Sallis 





Yokota, Japan - Friends Com- 
plete Season DVD Sets! Sea- 
sons 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 in 
original 4 DVD set cases! Price 
has come down! Everybody 
loves Friends right?! Start or 
even finish your friend's collec- 
tion here! For sale per season or 
all together $10.00/season call 
090-3817-8658 or email 
daphneandjon @ gmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - Suitcase set- 
priced 2 sell immediately this is 
a 3 piece suitcase set. Great 
size for small trips TDY's, etc. 2 
of the pieces have wheels on 
them, while the other is a 
carry-on. All matching, all in exc. 
condition-2 of the pieces were 
never used still have tags on 
them the bigger one was used 1 
time. There's nothing wrong w/ 
any of it, we just have to 
downsize, and we do not need 
any more suitcases or bags. 
Priced to sell now 3 piece set 
$45 Contact Angela 
916-473-4488 
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SCOREBOARD 


Thursday 


AFN-Sports, 4 p.m.—MLB: San Fran- 
cisco at Philadelphia (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 9 p.m.—MLB: Atlanta at 
Florida (dld). 


Friday 


AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.—Tennis: U.S. Open, 
Day 4. 

AFN-Sports, 8 a.m.—College football: 
South Carolina at North Carolina State. 

AFN-Xtra, 8 a.m.—Tennis: U.S. Open, 
Day 4. 

AFN-Sports, 11:15 a.m.—College foot- 
ball: Oregon at Boise State. 

AFN-Xtra, noon—MLB: Seattle at Oak- 
land (joined in progress). 

AFN-Sports, 4:30 p.m.— NFL exhibition: 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Jets (did). 

AFN-Sports, 10 p.m.—College football: 
Utah State at Utah (dld). 


Saturday 
AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.—Tennis: U.S. Open, 


ay 5. 
AFN-Xtra, 8 a.m.—Tennis: U.S. Open, 

Day 5. 

AFN-Pacific, 9 a.m.—College football: 
Tulsa at Tulane. 

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—NFL exhibition: 
Dallas at Minnesota. 

AFN-Xtra, noon—MLB: San Diego at 
L.A. Dodgers (joined in progress). 

AFN-Sports, 4 p.m.—MLB: Detroit at 
Tampa Bay (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 8 p.m.—College football: 
Tulsa at Tulane (dld). 


D 


All times are Japan and Korea Stan- 
dard; (did) indicates delayed broadcast. 
All listings are subject to change. Visit 
www.myafn.net for more information. 


High school 


Guam 


Girls volleyball 
Tuesday’s score 
George Washington def. Guam High 
25-12, 24-26, 25-12 





At Mangilao 
Pro basketball 
WNBA 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pct GB 
Indiana 20 8 714 —- 
Atlanta 16 14 533 5 
Detroit 14 15 483 6% 
Washington 14 15 483 6% 
Chicago 14 16 467 7 
Connecticut 14 17 452 7% 
New York 12 18 .400 9 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pct GB 
Phoenix 20 10 667 — 
Seattle 19 11 .633 1 
Los Angeles 15 15 500 5 
San Antonio 13 17 .433 7 
Minnesota 12 18 .400 8 
Sacramento 11 20 .355 9% 


Tuesday’s games 
Seattle 65, New York 58 
Detroit 101, Phoenix 99 
San Antonio 84, Minnesota 82, 20T 
Sacramento 90, Connecticut 70 
Atlanta 84, Los Angeles 79 

Wednesday’s games 

Phoenix at Indiana 

Thursday’s games 
Seattle at Washington 

Friday’s games 

New York at Connecticut 
Indiana at Detroit 
Washington at Chicago 
Atlanta at Sacramento 
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MLS 


Eastern Conference 
L T Pts GF GA 


Columbus 10 4 9 39 34 25 
Chicago 10 6 8 38 33 28 
New England 9 6 6 33 26 26 
D.C. United 7 5 11 32 35 34 
Toronto FC 8 8 7 31 30 33 
Kansas City 5 10 6 21 20 29 
New York 416 4 16 20 41 
Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Houston 11 7 7 40 31 22 
Los Angeles 9 411 38 28 23 
Seattle FC 8 610 34 29 23 
Colorado 9 7 6 33 35 27 
Real Salt Lake 9 9 6 33 35 27 
Chivas USA 10 9 3 33 23 24 
FC Dallas 611 5 23 31 35 
San Jose 5 12 5 20 27 40 


NOTE: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
Kansas City at New England 
D.C. United at FC Dallas 
Toronto FC at Colorado 

Wednesday, Sept. 9 

Kansas City at D.C. United 

Saturday, Sept. 12 
Colorado at Toronto FC 
Seattle FC at D.C. United 
Kansas City at New York 
Chicago at Real Salt Lake 
FC Dallas at Los Angeles 


U.S. Open 


Tuesday 
At The USTA Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Center 
New York 
Purse: $21.6 million (Grand Slam) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 
First Round 
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga (7), France, def. 
Chase Buchanan, United States, 6-0, 6-2, 
6-1 


Jesse Witten, United States, def. Igor 
Andreev (29), Russia, 6-4, 6-0, 6-2. 

Jarkko Nieminen, Finland, def. Fabio 
Fognini, Italy, 7-5, 7-6 (6), 6-4. 

Maximo Gonzalez, Argentina, def. Kar- 
ol Beck, Slovakia, 2-6, 1-6, 6-1, 6-4, 6-3. 

Fernando Verdasco (10), Spain, def. 
Benjamin Becker, Germany, 7-5, 6-4, 7-5. 

Julien Benneteau, France, def. Flavio 
Cipolla, Italy, 4-6, 6-1, 6-3, 6-3. 

Tomas Berdych (17), Czech Republic, 
def. Wayne Odesnik, United States, 7-5, 
6-4, 6-4. 

Horacio Zeballos, Argentina, def. Mi- 
oe Berrer, Germany, 6-3, 7-6 (7), 3-6, 

Viktor Troicki (30), Serbia, def. Peter 
Luczak, Australia, 6-3, 6-3, 1-6, 2-6, 6-1. 

Denis Istomin, Uzbekistan, def. Bren- 
dan Evans, United States, 6-4, 6-4, 7-6 


Marin Cilic (16), Croatia, def. Ryan 
Sweeting, United States, 7-6 (2), 6-4, 7-6 


(4). 

Novak Djokovic (4), Serbia, def. Ivan 
Ljubicic, Croatia, 6-3, 6-1, 6-3. 

Josselin Ouanna, France, def. Rajeev 
Ram, United States, 7-6 (4), 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

Jesse Levine, United States, def. 
Teimuraz Gabashvili, Russia, 7-5, 6-1, 6-2. 

Fernando Gonzalez (11), Chile, def. 
Nicolas Massu, Chile, 6-3, 6-3, 6-3. 

Paul Capdeville, Chile, def. Victor Criv- 
oi, Romania, 6-3, 6-0, 7-6 (2). 

Florent Serra, France, def. Janko Tip- 
sarevic, Serbia, 7-6 (8), 7-6 (5), 7-6 (5). 

Kevin Kim, United States, def. Dudi 
Sela, Israel, 6-3, 0-6, 6-2, 6-2. 

Carsten Ball, Australia, def. Juan Pablo 
Brzezicki, Argentina, 7-6 (5), 6-3, 6-4. 

Sam Querrey (22), United States, def. 
Michael Yani, United States, 6-3, 7-5, 6-4. 

Nicolas Lapentti, Ecuador, def. Stanis- 
las Wawrinka (19), Switzerland, 4-6, 3-6, 
7-6 (6), 7-6 (3), 6-3. 

Ivan Navarro, Spain, def. lvo Karlovic 
(27), Croatia, 6-4, 7-6 (8), 7-6 (5). 

Taylor Dent, United States, def. Feli- 
ciano Lopez, Spain, 4-6, 7-6 (6), 6-3, 7-5. 

Andy Murray (2), Britain, def. Ernests 
Gulbis, Latvia, 7-5, 6-3, 7-5. 

Women 
First Round 

Svetlana Kuznetsova (6), Russia, def. 
Julia Goerges, Germany, 6-3, 6-2. 

Caroline Wozniacki (9), Denmark, def. 
Galina Voskoboeva, Kazakhstan, 6-4, 6-0. 

Petra Martic, Croatia, def. Severine 
Bremond Beltrame, France, 6-4, 6-2. 

Peng Shuai, China, def. Jarmila Groth, 
Australia, 6-2, 6-3. 

Sorana Cirstea (24), Romania, def. 
Ayumi Morita, Japan, 6-1, 6-3. 

Yanina Wickmayer, Belgium, def. Vir- 
ginie Razzano (16), France, 6-4, 6-3. 

Sara Errani, Italy, def. Arantxa Rus, 
Netherlands, 6-0, 6-3. 

Stephanie Dubois, Canada, def. Kris- 
tina Mladenovic, France, 6-0, 6-4. 

Anastasija Sevastova, Latvia, def. 


Tamarine Tanasugarn, Thailand, 6-3, 7-5. 





Pro football 


NFL exhibition 


Thursday’s games 
Detroit at Buffalo 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Jets 
Baltimore at Atlanta 
Indianapolis at Cincinnati 
N.Y. Giants at New England 
Washington at Jacksonville 
Cleveland at Chicago 
Green Bay at Tennessee 
Kansas City at St. Louis 
Miami at New Orleans 
Pittsburgh at Carolina 
Arizona at Denver 
Oakland at Seattle 

Friday’s games 

Houston at Tampa Bay 
Dallas at Minnesota 
San Francisco at San Diego 
End of exhibition season 


“STARS AND STRIPES® 


Patty Schnyder (19), Switzerland, def. 
Lucie Safarova, Czech Republic, 4-6, 6-3, 
7-6 (6). 

Alona Bondarenko (30), Ukraine, def. 
Alla Kudryavtseva, Russia, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Melanie Oudin, United States, def. An- 
astasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, 6-1, 6-2. 

Anastasia Rodionova, Australia, def. 
Lourdes Dominguez Lino, Spain, 6-0, 4-6, 
6-1. 

Nadia Petrova (13), Russia, def. Kata- 
rina Srebotnik, Slovenia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Tathiana Garbin, Italy, def. Mallory Ce- 
cil, United States, 6-0, 6-1. 

Sabine Lisicki (23), Germany, def. Ara- 
vane Rezai, France, 7-6 (4), 6-7 (4), 6-1. 

Gisela Dulko, Argentina, def. Ekaterina 
Makarova, Russia, 6-3, 5-7, 6-4. 

Dinara Safina (1), Russia, def. Olivia 
Rogowska, Australia, 6-7 (5), 6-2, 6-4. 

Julie Coin, France, def. Eva Hrdinova, 
Czech Republic, 6-3, 6-3. 

Petra Kvitova, Czech Republic, def. 
Alisa Kleybanova (27), Russia, 6-7 (4), 6- 
3, 6-2. 

Jelena Jankovic (5), Serbia, def.Rober- 
ta Vinci, Italy, 6-2, 6-3. 

Kristina Barrois, Germany, def. Urszula 
Radwanska, Poland, 6-4, 6-4. 

Shahar Peer, Israel, def. Agnes Szavay 
(32), Hungary, 6-2, 6-2. 

Yaroslava Shvedova, Kazakhstan, def. 
Masa Zec Peskiric, Slovenia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Elena Dementieva (4), Russia, def. Ca- 
mille Pin, France, 6-1, 6-2. 

Carla Suarez Navarro, Spain, def. 
Varvara Lepchenko, United States, 2-6, 
6-3, 6-2. 

Shenay Perry, United States, def. Mon- 
ica Niculescu, Romania, 6-4, 6-2. 

Christina McHale, United States, def. 
Polona Hercog, Slovenia, 6-3, 6-1. 

Zheng Jie (21), China, def. Anna-Lena 
Groenefeld, Germany, 6-3, 6-2. 

Maria Sharapova (29), Russia, def. Ts- 
vetana Pironkova, Bulgaria, 6-3, 6-0. 

Alize Cornet, France, def. Monique Ad- 
amczak, Australia, 4-6, 6-4, 7-5. 

Kateryna Bondarenko, Ukraine, def. 
on Ivanovic (11), Serbia, 2-6, 6-3, 7-6 
7). 

Doubles 
Men 
First Round 

Daniel Nestor, Canada, and Nenad Zi- 
monjic (2), Serbia, def. Andreas Beck and 
Simon Greul, Germany, 6-3, 7-5. 

Marcel Granollers and Tommy Ro- 
bredo, Spain, def. Christopher Kas and 
Philipp Petzschner, Germany, 7-6 (2), 6-3. 

Marc Gicquel and Fabrice Santoro, 
France, def. David Skoch, Czech Repub- 
lic, and Igor Zelenay, Slovakia, 6-4, 7-5. 

Simone Bolelli and Andreas Seppi, 
Italy, def. Alexander Peya, Austria, and 
Sergiy Stakhovsky, Ukraine, 6-3, 3-6, 6-3. 

Andrei Pavel and Horia Tecau, Roma- 
nia, def. Nicolas Mahut and Paul-Henri 
Mathieu, France, 6-3, 6-4. 

Oscar Hernandez and Albert Mon- 
tanes, Spain, def. Robby Ginepri and Sco- 
ville Jenkins, United States, 6-4, 1-6, 6-1. 

Juan Ignacio Chela, Argentina, and 
Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, def. Lucas Ar- 
nold Ker and Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, 
4-6, 6-4, 6-2. 

Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, and 
Olivier Rochus, Belgium, def. Stephen 
Huss, Australia, and Ross Hutchins (15), 
Britain, 2-6, 6-4, 6-4. 

Lukas Dlouhy, Czech Republic, and Le- 
ander Paes (4), India, def. Victor Hanes- 
cu on Gabriel Trifu, Romania, 7-6 (11), 
7-6 (4). 
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Sept. 3 

1932 — Ellsworth Vines wins the men’s 
singles title in the U.S. Lawn Tennis Asso- 
ciation championships with a three-set 
victory over France’s Henri Cochet. 

1944 — Frank Parker wins the men’s 
singles title with a four-set victory over 
Bill Talbert in the U.S. Lawn Tennis As- 
sociation championships. Pauline Betz 
captures her third straight women’s title 
with 6-3, 8-6 victory over Margaret Os- 
borne. 

1956 — Jockey John Longden sur- 
passes Sir Gordon Richards’ then-record 
number of wins by riding Arrogate to vic- 
tory in the Del Mar Handicap at Del Mar 
Racetrack to attain his 4,871st victory. 

1994 — Terry Dean of Florida tosses an 
NCAA record-tying seven TD passes in 
the first half of the Gators’ 70-21 victory 
over New Mexico State. 





Friday, September 4, 2009 


Tuesday’s transactions 


BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES—Recalled RHP 
Matt Albers and LHP Alberto Castillo 
from Norfolk (IL). Activated RHP Dennis 
Sarfate from the 15-day DL. Purchased 
the contract of OF Jeff Fiorentino from 
Norfolk. Transferred LHP Rich Hill to the 
60-day DL. 

BOSTON RED SOX—Activated C George 
Kottaras from the 15-day DL. Recalled OF 
Brian Anderson from Pawtucket (IL) and 
RHP Junichi Tazawa from the Red Sox 
(GCL). Purchased the contract of OF Joey 
Gathright and INF Chris Woodward from 
Pautucket. 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX—<Activated INF 
Chris Getz and OF Dewayne Wise from 
the 15-day DL. Recalled INF Josh Fields 
and RHP Carlos Torres from Charlotte 
(IL). Purchased the contract of C Tyler 
Flowers from Charlotte. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS—Recalled RHP 
Carlos Carrasco from Columbus (IL). 
Purchased the contracts of OF Michael 
Brantley and RHP Jose Veras from Co- 
lumbus. 

DETROIT TIGERS—Activated RHP Jer- 
emy Bonderman from the 15-day DL. 
Recalled RHP Eddie Bonine, RHP Casey 
Fein, C Dusty Ryan, OF Wilkin Ramirez 
from Toledo (IL). Purchased the contract 
of SS Brent Dlugach from Toledo. Placed 
INF Michael Hollimon on the 60-day DL. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS—Activated OF 
Jose Guillen from the 15-day DL. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS—Sent INF Sean 
Rodriquez to Tampa Bay as the player to 
be named, completing the trade of LHP 
Scott Kazmir. Recalled OF Reggie Willits, 
C Bobby Wilson, INF Brandon Wood, RHP 
Sean O’Sullivan and RHP Rich Thompson 
from Salt Lake City (PCL). 

MINNESOTA TWINS— Announced cash 
will be forwarded to Arizona instead of 
a player to be named to complete the 
Jon Rauch trade on Aug. 28. Recalled 3B 
Brian Buscher from Rochester (IL). 

NEW YORK YANKEES—Recalled C 
Francisco Cervelli, LHP Michael Dunn, 
RHP Mark Melancon, INF Ramiro Pena, 
and RHP Edwar Ramirez from Scranton/ 
Wilkes-Barre (IL). 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS—Recalled LHP 
Jerry Blevins and LHP Dana Eveland 
from Sacramento (PCL). Purchased the 
contract of LHP Brad Kilby from Sacra- 
mento. 

SEATTLE MARINERS— Announced the 
resignation of vice president and asso- 
ciate general manager Lee Pelekoudas. 
Activated 3B Adrian Beltre from the 15- 
day DL. Recalled 1B Mike Carp and LHP 
Jason Vargas from Tacoma (PCL). 

TAMPA BAY RAYS—Recalled RHP Andy 
Sonnanstine, C Shawn Riggans, OF Fer- 
nando Perez and RHP Jeff Bennett from 
Durham (IL). 

TEXAS RANGERS—Activated INF Es- 
teban German and LHP Eddie Guardado 
from the 15-day DL and RHP Brandon 
McCarthy from the 60-day DL. Recalled 
RHP Warner Magrigal and RHP Guillermo 
Moscoso from Oklahoma City (PCL). Pur- 
chased the contracts of OF Craig Gentry 
from Frisco (Texas) and C Kevin Richard- 
son from Oklahoma City (PCL). Recalled 
OF Brandon Boggs from Oklahoma City 
and placed him on the 60-day DL. Desig- 
nate RHP Thomas Diamond for assign- 
ment. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS—Recalled INF 
Joe Inglett, RHP Brian Wolfe and RHP 
Dirk Hayhurst from Las Vegas (PCL). 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS—Claimed 
RHP Kevin Mulvey off waivers from Min- 
nesota for cash considerations. 

ATLANTA BRAVES—Recalled INF 
Brooks Conrad, C Clint Sammons and 
RHP Luis Valdez from Gwinnett (IL). 

CHICAGO CUBS— Activated INF Andres 
Blanco from the 15-day DL. Recalled RHP 
Justin Berg and INF-OF Micah Hoffpauir 
from lowa (PCL). 

COLORADO ROCKIES—Recalled RHP 
Joel Peralta and LHP Randy Flores from 
Colorado Springs (PCL). Purchased the 
contracts of INF Jason Giambi and C Paul 
Phillips from Colorado Springs. Placed 
RHP Greg Reynolds and LHP Greg Smith 
on the 60-day DL. 

FLORIDA MARLINS—Designated RHP 
Luis Ayala for assignment. Recalled OF 
Cameron Maybin, C Brett Hayes and 
RHP Rick VandenHurk from New Orleans 
(PCL). Activated RHP Burke Badenhop 
from the 15-day DL. 

HOUSTON ASTROS— Activated 3B Aar- 
on Boone from the 60-day DL. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS—Recalled 
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LHP Scott Elbert, C A.J. Ellis and OF Jason 
Repko from Albuquerque (PCL). 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS—Recalled SS 
J.J. Hardy and RHP Chris Smith from 
Nashville (PCL). 

NEW YORK METS— Activated 3B David 
Wright from the 15-day DL. Recalled C 
Josh Thole from Binghamton (EL). 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES— Recalled 
LHP Jack Taschner from Lehigh Valley 


(IL). 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES—Recalled 3B 
Neil Walker and RHP Virgil Vasquez from 
Indianapolis (IL). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS—Agreed to 
terms with RHP Ryan Franklin on a con- 
tract through 2011 and LHP Trever Miller 
on acontract through 2010. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES—Activated INF 
Edgar Gonzalez from the 15-day DL. Re- 
ecky. C Eliezer Alfonzo from Portland 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS—Purchased 
the contract of RHP Brad Penny’s from 
Fresno (PCL). Called up RHP Waldis Joa- 
quin, INF Jesus Guzman and OF John 
Bowker from Fresno. Activated INF Rich 
Aurilia and INF Andres Torres from the 


15-day DL. 
FOOTBALL 
National Football League 
ATLANTA FALCONS— Released CB Von 
Hutchins, TE Ben Hartsock and DE Willie 


Evans. 

BALTIMORE RAVENS—Placed CB Sa- 
mari Rolle on the physically-unable-to- 
perform list. Released QB Cleo Lemon. 

BUFFALO BILLS—Waived OL Chris 
Denman, LB Solomon Elimimian and WR 
Shaine Smith. Placed TE Travis McCall, 
DB Lydell Sargeant and DT Marcus Smith 
on the waived/injured list. Signed TE Ty- 
son DeVree. 

CAROLINA PANTHERS—Acquired DT 
Louis Leonard from Cleveland for an 
undisclosed 2010 draft pick. Announced 
the resignations of president Mark Rich- 
ardson and Bank of America stadium 
head Jon Richardson. Waived DT Lonnie 
Harvey. Placed S Nate Salley on injured 
reserve. 

CHICAGO BEARS—Signed DB Rod 
Hood to a one-year contract. Released 
WR Derek Kinder. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS—Placed OL Ryan 
Tucker on injured reserve. 

DALLAS COWBOYS— Claimed CB DeAn- 
gelo Willingham off waivers from Tampa 
Bay. Signed CB Jeremy Haynes. Released 
WR Julian Hawkins. Placed LB Brandon 
Williams on injured reserve. 

DENVER BRONCOS—Released TE Jeb 
Putzier, P Britton Colquitt, C Blake Schlu- 
eter and WR C.J. Jones. 

DETROIT LIONS—Signed QB Brooks 
Bollinger. Waived G Terrence Metcalf. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS—Waived DB 
back Marcus Paschal. 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS—Waived WR 
Amani Toomer, DE Alfonso Boone and R 
Cameron Goldberg. Placed WR Devard 
Darling on injured reserve. Placed RB 
Kolby Smith on the physically-unable-to- 
perform list. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS—Signed RB Ricky 
Williams to a contract extension through 
2010. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS—Releaded K 
Taylor Mehlhaff, CB Derrick Roberson, RB 
Antone Smith and G Nick Urban. 

NEW YORK GIANTS—Placed RB Andre 
Brown on injured reserve. Waived TE Lee 
Vickers and OL Andrew Carnahan. 

ST. LOUIS RAMS—Traded CB Tye Hill to 
Atlanta for a 2010 draft pick. Released TE 
Joe Klopfenstein, C Daniel Sanders, CB 
Marcus Brown and WR Jarrett Byers. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS—Waived QB 
Damon Huard. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS— Waived WR Mi- 
chael Bumpus. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS—Re-signed 
DE Jarriett Buie. Claimed Center Jona- 
than Compas off waivers. Waived DB 
Marshall McDuffie and G Ryan Schmidt. 

TENNESSEE TITANS— Waived RB Rafael 
Little, WR Dudley Guice, LB Tyson Smith 
and C Matt Lehr. 

HOCKEY 
National Hockey League 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS-— Signed F Cal 
OReilly to a two-year contract. 

SAN JOSE SHARKS—Re-signed F Tor- 
rey Mitchell to a three-year contract, F 
Brad Staubitz to a one-year contract and 
C Benn Ferriero to a two-year contract. 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING—Signed LW 
Alex Tanguay to a one-year contract. 

VANCOUVER CANUCKS—Re-signed D 
Nathan Mclver. 

COLLEGE 

ALABAMA—Annnounced the retire- 
ment of baseball coach Jim Wells. Named 
assistant baseball coach Mitch Gaspard 
baseball coach. 

ALBANY, N.Y.—Named Phil Collins 
women’s assistant basketball coach, 
Jessica Arnold director of women’s bas- 
ketball operations, Erik DiLorenzo men’s 
assistant soccer coach and Geneva Sills 
women’s’ graduate assistant soccer 
coach. 

FDU-FLORHAM—Named Marc Mitchell 
women’s basketball coach. Announced 
the retirement of associate athletic di- 
rector Ann Petracco and announced she 
will also retire as field hockey coach at 
end of 2009 season. Named Jenn Noon 
associate director of athletics and asso- 
ciate head field hockey coach. 

JAMES MADISON—Named kristin Hop- 
son women’s assistant lacrosse coach. 

PENNSYLVANIA—Named Jerome Allen 
men’s assistant basketball coach. 

SAN JOSE STATE—Named Christen 
Hardee assistant softball coach. 

SEATTLE—Named Dwayne Canada 
men’s assistant basketball coach. 

UNC GREENSBORO—Announced the 
retirement of associate athletic director 
Sylvia Mims. 
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Sports briefs 


RB Williams gets extension with Dolphins 


The Associated Press 


MIAMI — Ricky Williams 
wants to stick around the NFL a 
little longer. 

Williams signed a one-year 
contract extension that will keep 
him with the Miami Dolphins 
through 2010, according to salary 
information posted on the NFL 
Players Association Web site on 
Tuesday. The 32-year-old run- 
ning back is scheduled to earn a 
base salary of $3.4 million this 
season and $4.35 million in 2010. 

Williams told The Miami Her- 
ald that he talked to Dolphins vice 
president of football operations 
Bill Parcells and they worked out 
an agreement that was “quiet and 
easy” — and without an agent. 

The 1998 Heisman Trophy 
winner and 2002 NFL rushing 
champion has rejuvenated his ca- 
reer, and became a solid running 
back alongside Ronnie Brown last 
season. 

That hardly seemed possible 
five years ago, when Williams 
shocked the NFL by retiring from 
football. He also is a five-time of- 
fender of the league’s substance- 
abuse policy. Williams returned 
in 2007, but that stint didn’t last 
long. He gained only 15 yards on 
six carries before he fumbled, 
was stepped on and tore his chest 
muscle against Pittsburgh. 


Bengals’ Smith breaks foot 
after ending holdout 


CINCINNATI — Rookie right 
tackle Andre Smith broke his left 
foot during practice Tuesday, only 
two days after he ended his hold- 
out with the Cincinnati Bengals. 

The first-round pick sustained 
a small fracture in the foot dur- 
ing a non-contact drill in his 
third workout since signing his 
deal, another major setback to his 
chances of winning the starting 
job this season. 

“Our medical staff tells me the 
injury will not require surgery,” 
coach Marvin Lewis said. “It’s 
too soon to closely predict how 
long it will be before he can re- 
turn to practice, but it looks like 
he’s going to miss a few weeks.” 

The Bengals took Smith with 
the sixth overall pick, expecting 
him to start at right tackle. 

A long contract impasse forced 
him to miss training camp and the 
first three preseason games. He 
agreed to a four-year deal that in- 
cludes $21 million guaranteed on 
Sunday and worked out with the 
team later in the day, hoping to 
play in the final preseason game 
Thursday against Indianapolis. 


NFLPA accused of trying 
to collude with league 


The NFL Players Association 
has confirmed it is the target of a 
federal investigation into whether 
union leaders attempted to col- 
lude with NFL officials by hold- 
ing secret meetings to discuss 
labor talks. 

NFLPA official George Atallah 
said Tuesday the union has been 
cooperating with the Depart- 
ment of Labor probe, which came 
to light in a lawsuit filed against 
the union last week by NFLPA 
employee Mary Moran. Moran 


REINHOLD Matay/AP 


Dolphins running back Ricky 
Williams is brought down by 
Buccaneers’ Gaines Adams 
during an exhibition game last 
week. Williams signed a one- 
year extension Tuesday. 


claims she was wrongfully re- 
moved from her job as director 
of human resources and placed 
on administrative leave with pay 
on Aug. 3 because of her role as 
a confidential informant in the 
investigation. 

In court documents filed in Dis- 
trict of Columbia Superior Court 
on Thursday, Moran said she pro- 
vided investigators evidence that 
former NFLPA president Troy 
Vincent and other union mem- 
bers met with NFL commissioner 
Roger Goodell and Houston Tex- 
ans owner Bob McNair, allegedly 
to provide the league access to 
confidential union information. 

She alleged that NFLPA ex- 
ecutive committee member Mark 
Bruener and Texans player rep- 
resentative Kris Brown also at- 
tended the meetings, which she 
claims were not authorized by or 
reported to the union. She alleged 
the meetings were a bid by union 
members to gain influence with 
the NFL while providing “owners 
a toehold in the NFLPA.” 

Moran also alleges NFLPA 
executive director DeMaurice 
Smith met with a Department 
of Justice official in a bid to stop 
the investigation in April, weeks 
after Smith was elected to the 
job to succeed Gene Upshaw, 
who died a year ago. Smith took 
over in mid-March, weeks after 
Moran became involved in the 
investigation. 


Broncos coach says 
no trade talks on Marshall 


ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — Mov- 
ing to quell rumors, Denver coach 
Josh McDaniels said Wednesday 
the team had not held talks involv- 
ing a trade of suspended Broncos 
receiver Brandon Marshall. 

“We’re looking forward to hav- 
ing Brandon back on Sept. 6 and 
starting our preparations for 
Cincinnati with him,’ McDan- 
iels said. “There’s no discussions 
whatsoever taking place between 
the Denver Broncos and any team 
in the NFL regarding Brandon 
Marshall.” 

There were reports the New 
York Jets would be interested in 
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trading for him. 

McDaniels suspended Mar- 
shall for the rest of the exhibition 
season Friday for detrimental 
conduct stemming for insubordi- 
nate actions during a practice. 

Marshall, who has participat- 
ed in only a handful of practices 
during the offseason, has clashed 
with the organization since the 
team rebuffed his overtures for 
a new contract and did not act on 
his request for a trade. 


Feds ask court to stay order 
on drug-testing records 


NEW YORK — Federal pros- 
ecutors asked an appeals court 
to stay its decision that govern- 
ment agents illegally seized the 
drug-testing records and samples 
of more than 100 Major League 
Baseball players. 

The move could keep MLB’s 
infamous drug list from being de- 
stroyed for at least a few months. 

In a filing late Monday with 
the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals, the U.S. attorney’s office 
in San Francisco said the solici- 
tor general, in consultation with 
the criminal division of the Jus- 
tice Department and the U.S. 
attorney’s office, was consider- 
ing whether to ask the Supreme 
Court to review the decision. 

The deadline for a filing with 
the Supreme Court is Nov. 24. 

Prosecutors wrote that if the 
decision isn’t stayed, “the district 
courts will obtain jurisdiction 
over this case, and the materi- 
als seized pursuant to the war- 
rant and subject to the grand 
jury subpoena may be destroyed. 
Destruction of the property may 
render the issues presented by 
the government’s appeals moot.” 

The 9th Circuit, in a 9-2 decision 
last week written by Chief Judge 
Alex Kozinski, ruled prosecutors 
had the right to the records of only 
10 players named on their origi- 
nal search warrants, executed as 
part of the Bay Area Laboratory 
Co-Operative investigation. 

MLB Players’ Association gen- 
eral counsel Michael Weiner, who 
has been designated to succeed 
union head Donald Fehr, said 
on Wednesday the union has re- 
sponded that it will not oppose the 
stay request. 


Luongo gets 12-year deal 
from Canucks 


VANCOUVER, British Co- 
lumbia — The Vancouver Ca- 
nucks and goalie Roberto Luongo 
agreed to a 12-year contract ex- 
tension on Wednesday. 

The three-time All-Star was 
entering the final season of a 
four-year, $27 million contract. 
The new deal will run through 
the 2021-22 season and is report- 
edly worth $64 million. 

“Roberto Luongo is the leader 
of our hockey team; he is in the 
prime of his playing career and 
has a tremendous desire to make 
the Canucks a _ championship 
team,” general manager Mike 
Gillis said in a statement. “His 
leadership, competitiveness and 
character are what this team 
will represent for many years to 
come.” 

The 30-year-old is expected to 


finish his career in Vancouver. 
He also plans to play for Canada 
at the 2010 Olympics. 

Luongo was 33-13-7 last season, 
when he became the first NHL 
goalie in 60 years to be named a 
team captain. He finished second 
in the league with nine shutouts 
and fifth in both goals-against av- 
erage (2.35) and save percentage 
(.920). Luongo was a finalist for 
the Hart Trophy as league MVP 
after posting 47 wins in 2006-07. 
He has a 115-64-22 record, 20 
shutouts and 2.33 goals-against 
average over his first three sea- 
sons in Vancouver. 


Rubio: Move to T-wolves 
too risky, complicated 


BARCELONA, Spain — Ricky 
Rubio wants to keep playing bas- 
ketball in Spain, saying a move 
to the Minnesota Timberwolves 
would be too risky and compli- 
cate his life. 

The 19-year-old point guard 
was sent from DKV Joventut to 
Barcelona on Tuesday after the 
Catalan club paid Rubio’s $5 mil- 
lion buyout clause. 

Rubio, the Timberwolves’ fifth 
overall pick in this year’s draft, 
agreed to a six-year deal that in- 
cluded a buyout clause that allows 
him to leave for the NBA after 
two years. 

“Going to Minnesota would 
have just complicated my life a 
lot. It was a risk and I didn’t see 
it so clearly,’ Rubio said. “My 
priority was the NBA and it was 
impossible for the Minnesota 
Timberwolves to pay my buyout 
clause, so I wanted to stay home.” 

Timberwolves president David 
Kahn traveled to Spain three 
times to try to work out a deal and 
appeared to have secured Rubio’s 
passage to Minnesota less than 48 
hours before the player changed 
his mind. 

“When the season ended, I en- 
tered the draft with the intention 
of going to the NBA,” Rubio said 
Wednesday. “But some things 
happened that kept me from being 
ahead of the rest and I ended up 
No. 5, which I was happy with, but 
it didn’t allow me the chance to go 
to the NBA. I tried, but in the end 
it wasn’t to be.” 


Michigan coach partnered 
with banned booster 


ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Michi- 
gan coach Rich Rodriguez was 
business partners with a banned 
Clemson booster in a failed real- 
estate venture that led to a $3.9 
million lawsuit. 

Clegg Lamar Greene was part 
of the deal tied to a federal lawsuit 
accusing Rodriguez of defaulting 
on a multimillion-dollar loan tied 
to a Virginia condo development. 

Greene, 71, was arrested Dec. 
29 on five felony counts of breach 
of trust with fraudulent intent. He 
is accused of stealing money from 
investors, including Rodriguez, to 
pay debts on business deals, buy 
furniture and have cosmetic sur- 
gery. Greene faces up to 10 years 
in prison on each count. 

He also was accused in 2000 of 
providing a $1,300 loan and use of 
his boat to two Clemson recruits. 
A university investigation found 
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two minor infractions, and offi- 
cials disassociated Greene from 
the football program. Greene 
was reinstated to the program 
and later banned again, Clemson 
associate athletic director Tim 
Bourret said. 

Rodriguez, who was the offen- 
sive coordinator and associate 
head coach at Clemson from 1999- 
2000, wouldn’t discuss his rela- 
tionship with Greene when asked 
about it Tuesday on the weekly 
Big Ten coaches teleconference. 

The lawsuit against Rodriguez 
— filed Aug. 13 in U.S. District 
Court in Spartanburg, S.C., — 
says the coach owes a bank $3.9 
million for defaulting on a loan to 
build condos in Blacksburg, Va. 


Saban: NCAA to decide if 
Jones, Ingram play in opener 


TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Ala- 
bama coach Nick Saban won’t 
say whether he will play receiver 
Julio Jones and tailback Mark In- 
gram in Saturday’s season opener 
pending an NCAA ruling on their 
eligibility. 

A university investigation con- 
cluded Jones and Ingram com- 
mitted no violations by taking a 
Gulf Coast fishing trip paid for 
by Athens businessman Curtis 
Anderson. The university said 
Anderson was not an Alabama 
booster or fan; he described him- 
self as a friend of the two players. 

The NCAA has not ruled on the 
players’ status. 

Jones was an All-Southeastern 
Conference receiver as a fresh- 
man. Ingram is set to replace All- 
SEC tailback Glen Coffee after 
leading the team with 12 touch- 
down runs as a freshman. 


NASCAR suspends 
three crew members 


DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — 
NASCAR suspended three crew 
members for violating its tough- 
ened substance abuse policy. 

The three were suspended for 
violations at Bristol Motor Speed- 
way two weeks ago. 

Suspended were Richard Hen- 
ninger, a crew member for David 
Ragan at Roush Fenway Racing, 
and Gary St. Amant and Mike 
Hennessy of Tatman Motors- 
ports. That team fielded a Truck 
Series entry for Brett Butler at 
Bristol. 

NASCAR has suspended 10 
crew members this season over 
violations. Jeremy Mayfield is the 
only driver to be suspended since 
NASCAR began random testing 
this year. 


Hall of Fame jockey 
dies at age 74 


ARCADIA, Calif. — Hall of 
Fame jockey Ismael “Milo” Va- 
lenzuela, who won the 1958 Ken- 
tucky Derby and rode Horse of 
the Year Kelso, died after a long 
illness. He was 74. 

Valenzuela rode from 1951 to 
1980, winning 2,545 races and 
earning purses of more than $20 
million. He won the 1968 Preak- 
ness Stakes, the second leg of the 
Triple Crown. He was Kelso’s 
regular rider, and together they 
teamed to win 22 of 35 races, in- 
cluding 19 stakes. 
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MLB scoreboard 


Rockies 8, Mets 3 


Twins 4, White Sox 3 

Chicago Minnesota 
ab r h bi ab r hbi 
Pdsdnkcf 311 0 Spancf-lf 4110 
Bckhm3b 311 2 OCarerss 2001 
Przynsc 400 0 Mauerc 4010 
Wise pr 000 0 Morneaib 3000 
RCastr c 000 0 Kubeldh 4010 
Konerkib 40 1 0 Puntopr 0100 
Dye dh 400 0 Cuddyrrf 42 22 
uentinif 40 0 0 BHarrs3b 40 20 
etz 2b 401 0 DimyYnif 3010 
Rios rf 400 0 Gomezpr-cf1 0 00 
AlRmrzss 41 2 1 ACasill2b 3010 
JMorlsph 1011 
Totals 34 3 6 3. Totals 33 410 4 
Chicago 000 010 020—3 
Minnesota 000 011 101—4 


American League 
East Division 
WwW L Pct GB 
New York 84 48 636 — 
Boston 77 3654 +588 6% 
Tampa Bay 71 60 542 12’ 
Toronto 59 72 450 24/2 
Baltimore 54 79 406 30% 
Central Division 

Detroit 70~=6—61 534 — 
Minnesota 67 66 504 4 
Chicago 65 69 485 6% 
Cleveland 58 73 443 12 
Kansas City 51 81 386 19% 

West Division 
Los Angeles 8 53 595 — 
Texas 74 58 +561 4% 
Seattle 69 64 519 10 
Oakland 58 74 439 202 


Tuesday’s games 
Texas 5, Toronto 2, 1st game 
Detroit 8, Cleveland 5 
N.Y. Yankees 9, Baltimore 6 
Boston 8, Tampa Bay 4 
Minnesota 4, Chicago White Sox 3 
Texas 5, Toronto 2, 2nd game 
Kansas City 4, Oakland 3 
Seattle 2, L.A. Angels 1 
Wednesday’s games 
Chicago White Sox 4, Minnesota 2 
Kansas City at Oakland 
L.A. Angels at Seattle 
Cleveland at Detroit 
N.Y. Yankees at Baltimore 
Boston at Tampa Bay 
Toronto at Texas 
Thursday’s games 
Cleveland (Carmona 3-9) at Detroit 
(N.Robertson 1-1) 
Chicago White Sox (C.Torres 0-0) at 
Chicago Cubs (Dempster 8-7) 
N.Y. Yankees (Gaudin 1-0) at Toronto 
(R.Romero 11-6) 
Boston (Buchholz 3-3) at Tampa Bay 
(Price 7-6) 
Seattle (Snell 3-1) at Oakland (Tomko 


Tuesday 
Royals 4, Athletics 3 

Kansas City Oakland 
ab r h bi ab r hbi 
DeJess If 501 0 Kenndy3b 5021 
Maier rf 4110 RDaviscf 3111 
Butler 1b 2110 KSuzukc 5000 
Jacobsdh 310 0 Custdh 3100 
JGuillnph-dh 1 0 0 O Hairstnif 4010 
Callasp2b 41 2 2 EPtrsnpr-lf 0 0 0 0 
Teahen3b 401 1 Greprrph 1000 
Olivoc 402 1 RSwnyrf 3000 
JAndrscf 300 0 MEllis2b 3121 
YBtnerss 401 0 DBartnib 3000 
Pnngtnss 30 10 
Totals 3449 4 Totals 33 3 7 3 
Kansas City 010 003 000—4 
Oakland 100 000 110-3 


DP—Kansas ahd 1, Oakland 1. LOB— 
Kansas City 6, Oakland 11. 3B—Butler (1). 
HR—R.Davis (3). SB—J.Anderson (17). 


DP—Chicago 2. LOB—Chicago 7, Minne- 
sota 6. 2B—Podsednik (20). 3B—Span (9). 
HR—Beckham (9), Al.Ramirez (15), Cuddyer 
2 (24). SB—Podsednik (25). SF—O.Cabrera. 


Kansas City IP H  R ER BB SO 
Davies W,6-9 6 4 1 1 2 6 
R.Colon H,2 Y% 0 1 1 1 0 
J.Wright H,9 Y% 0 0 0 1 0 
Bale 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Farnsworth H,2 V3 1 1 1 2 0 
Soria $,22-24 2 1 0 0 2 4 
Oakland 

Ed.Gonzalez 5 3 1 1 1 =5 
J.Marshall L,0-2 0 2 2 2 0 0 
Gray 2 2 1 1 2 1 
Blevins 0 0 1 


2 2 0 
J.Marshall pitched to 2 batters in 6th. 


Gray pitched to 1 batter in 8th. Bale pitched 
to 1 batter in 7th. Farnsworth pitched to 2 
batters in 8th. T—3:00. A—10,039. 


Mariners 2, 


Los Angeles 


is‘) 


SOrPrPWWWHhHRHDWS 
ES OOCOOCCFOCOOCOCO 


Figgins 3b 
BAreu rf 
TrHntr cf 
Guerrr dh 
KMorls 1b 
JRiver If 
Mlizturs 2b 
EAyar ss 
JMaths c 
Napoli ph-c 
Totals 

Los Angeles 
Seattle 


DORFPONCROFFO SS 
FPODOrFCOCOOOCOS, 


w 


Angels 1 


Seattle 


is) 


ISuzuki rf 
FGtrrz cf 
JoLopz 2b 
MSwny dh 
Beltre 3b 
Carp 1b 
Hannhn 1b 
Johjim c 
JaWlsn ss 
MSndrs If 
Totals 


RPWWNODHhDWHS 
NOOO COOOCOCOONOCO = 


ow 


NOOCSCSCOCONHENNS 
NODC ODOOHHOOS, 


010 000 000—1 


100 000 


10x—2 


E—M.lzturis (4). DP—Seattle 3. LOB— 
Los Angeles 4, Seattle 7. 2B—K.Morales 
(37), M.Izturis 2 (16), Jo.Lopez (35). SB— 
F.Gutierrez (12). CS—Figgins (15). 


Los Angeles IP 
E.Santana 6 
Oliver L,4-1 2 
Seattle 

Fister W,2-1 13 
M.Lowe H,23 % 


Aardsma S,32-36 1 
HBP—b 


H  R ER BB SO 
> 22 bs 
2 1 1 #0 2 
5 1 Ii 2 2 
0 0 0 0 0 
1 1 


2:27. A—18542 (47,878). 
Rangers 5, Blue Jays 2 


0 0 0 
E.Santana (F.Gutierrez). T 


First game 

Toronto Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 
Scutaross 400 0 Kinsler2b 4121 
A.Hill 2b 401 0 MYong3b 2100 
Lind dh 322 1 Hamitncf 3100 
Overaylb 401 0 M.Byrdilf 40 00 
VWellscf 400 1 NCruzrf 31 22 
Barajs c 401 0 IRdrgzdh 4120 
JBautstrf 300 0 Tegrdne 4000 
Snider If 301 0 C.Davisib 40 32 
JMcDni3b 300 0 Andrusss 40 10 
Totals 32 2 6 2 Totals 32 510 5 
Toronto 000 101 000—2 
Texas 100 200 20x—5 


E—Jo.McDonald (3), Scutaro 2 (6), 
M.Young (9). DP—Toronto 3, Texas 2. 
LOB—Toronto 4, Texas 7. 2B—Lind (43), 
|.Rodriguez (5). HR—Lind (28), Kinsler 
(29). CS—Kinsler (3), N.Cruz (4). 


Toronto | IP 
RzepczynskiLl,2-4 6 
League 1 
Wolfe 1 


Texas 
Nippert W,5-2 
N.Feliz H,8 
FFrancisco S,20-23 1 


NO 


0 
WP—Rzepczynski. T—2:38. A—N/A. 


H  R ER BB SO 
8 3 3 2 9 
1 2 1 2 41 
1 0 0 0 0 
5 2 2 1 4 
0 0 0 0 4 
1 0 0 1 
A 


Chicago IP HR ER BB SO 
Danks 4 6 2 3 2 2 
Dotel *% 0 0 0 0 0 
Thornton L,6-3 Mm 2 dt 1 0 1 
T.Pena a 2 0 0 @ 1 
Minnesota 
Manship 5 {i 1 It 2 2 
Crain 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Mijares 0 0 1 1 1 0 
Guerrier BS,3-4 1 1 1 1 0 2 
Rauch W,2-0 . 1 1 0.0 0 0 
Mijares pitched to 1 batter in the 8th. 
Thornton pitched to 1 batter in the 9th. 


WP—Guerrier 2. T—2:45. A—22,599. 


Red Sox 8, Rays 4 


Boston Tampa Bay 
ab r h bi ab r hbi 
Ellsurycf 61 2 2 Bartlettss 50 10 
Pedroia2b 40 0 0 Crwfrdif 5110 
VMrtnzc 40 2 0 Zobristrf-2b4 0 1 0 
Youkilslb 42 2 2 Longori3b 51 20 
D.Ortizdh 501 0 C.Penalb 42 22 
Bay If 4111 Burrelldh 4011 
Lowell 3b 322 1 Iwamr2b 3000 
J.Drew rf 4112 WAyarph 1010 
Al@nzizss 51 1 0 Grosspr-rf 00 00 
Navarr c 3021 
Kaplerpr 00 00 
Zaun c 0000 
BUptoncf 40 00 
Totals 39 812 8 Totals 38 411 4 
Boston 10 311 011-8 
Tampa rar 100 100 020—4 
E—Ale.Gonzalez (1), C.Pena (10), Craw- 


ford (4), lwamura (6). DP—Tampa Bay 1. 

LOB—Boston 12, Tampa Bay 10. 2B—Low- 

ell 2 (28). 3B—Ellsbury (9). HR—Youkilis 

23). Bay. (30), J.Drew (19), C.Pena (39). 
i 


( 
SF—You 
Boston I 
Lester W,11-7 6 
Wagner 1 
Okajima 0 
2 
4 


lis, Lowell. 


Papelbon S,33-36 
Tampa Bay 
Sonnanstine L,6-8 
Shouse 

Cormier 

Bradford 

Choate 

Wheeler 

Balfour 


Howell 3 


Sonnanstine pitched to 


H R ER BB SO 
i 2 2 2-3 
0 0 0 0 2 
4 2 2 1 8 
0 0 0 0 3 
8 5 3 4 2 
0 0 0 1 0 
1 1 0 1 40 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 2 
1 1 1 4041 
1 1 1 4041 
1 0.0 0 0 

2_ batters in 


the 5th. Okajima pitched to 5 batters in 
the 8th. T—3:44. A—17,692 (36,973). 


Yankees 9, 


New York 


sy) 
Co 
WrROrFPrNWORF OO = 


= 


Jeter ss 
Damon dh 
Teixeir 1b 
ARdrgz 3b 
Posadac 
Cano 2b 
Swisher If-rf 
Hinske rf 
HrstnJr If 
MeCarr cf 
Totals 
New York 
Baltimore 


SBP RUBRBUBUD 
NNOFPFPWNFrOFF Ss 
WSOORPNNWHOOOS 


> 


Orioles 6 


Baltimore 
ab 
BRorts2b 5 
Pie If-cf 
AdJons cf 
Fiorntn pr-lf 
Markks rf 
Reimld dh 
Scott 1b 
Mora 3b 
Wieters c 
Clzturs ss 


OfBBHBHHOr- HOI 
SCOORPNNOCOFO 


6 13 
300— 


3; 


FPOWRWWOORF 
WRODONWOOC0OCrFO 


102 030 000—6 


E—Teixeira (2), Scott (1). DP—New 
York 1. LOB—New York 12, Baltimore 9. 
2B—Cano (40), B.Roberts (49), Mora (15). 
HR—Posada 2 (19), Cano (22), Swisher 
(23), Hinske (6), Pie (8), Scott (21). SB— 
Me.Cabrera (9), Markakis (5). 


New York IP H  R ER BB SO 
A.Burnett 5% 11 
D.Marte W,1-1 1 0 
D.Robertson H,3 1 1 
Coke H,16 0 
Ma.Rivera S,38-39 1 1 


Baltimore 
Da.Hernandez 5 
Sarfate 0 
A.Castillo H,1 
C.Ray L,0-3 BS,3-3 
Albers. 
Meredith ; 1 ; 
Sarfate pitched to 2 batters in the 
6th. C.Ray pitched to 4 batters in the 7th. 
WP—Da.Hernandez. T—3:41. A—25,782. 


OOWOr vl oooon 
OOWOrvVl oooon 
Oroorda oOOoOoONnN 
NRPrRrON COONON 


Rangers 5, Blue Jays 2 


Second game 


Tigers 8, Indians 5 


Cleveland Detroit 
ab r h bi ab r hbi 
Sizemr cf 411 2 Grndrscf 5020 
ACarersSs 51 2 0 Polanc2b 5121 
Choo dh 401 1 cCGuillnif 3111 
JhPerlt3b 401 0 Raburnif 0000 
Valuen2b 401 0 MiCarrib 5220 
LaPort rf 401 0 Ordonzrf 3210 
AMartelb 411 1 Thomsrf 0000 
Shppchc 211 0 A.Huffdh 21 2 3 
JCarrll ph 100 0 Inge3b 4112 
Brantly If 412 0 Lairdc 4011 
Everettss 3010 
Totals 36 511 4 Totals 34 813 8 
Cleveland 100 031 000—5 
Detroit 402 200 00x—8 


E—C.Guillen (2). DP—Cleveland 2, 
Detroit 2. LOB—Cleveland 6, Detroit 8. 
2B—Sizemore (20), A.Cabrera (34), Val- 
buena (21), LaPorta (8), Shoppach (11), 
Granderson (17), A.Huff (26), Laird (20). 
HR—A.Marte (4), Polanco (9), C.Guillen 
(9), Inge (26). SB—Mi.Cabrera (4). 


Cleveland IP H R ER BB SO 
Carrasco L,0-1 3 9 6 6 3 3 
Ohka 4 4 2 2 3 +0 
J.Lewis 1 0 0 0 0 
Detroit 

E.Jackson W,11-6 5 9 4 4 2 6 
Miner 1 1 1 1 0 1 
Seay H,24 14% 0 0 0 0 2 
Lyon H,10 2% 0 0 0 0 1 
Rodney S,30-31 1 1 0 0 0 1 

T—2:55. A—24,225 (41,255). 


National League 
East Division 


L Pct GB 
Philadelphia 76 =53 589 — 
Atlanta 70 8662 530 7% 
Florida 68 64 515 9% 
New York 59 73 447 18% 
Washington 46 8&7 346 32 

Central Division 
St. Louis 78 55 586 — 
Chicago 67 64 511 10 
Milwaukee 64 67 489 13 
Houston 63 70 474 15 
Cincinnati 60 73 451 18 
Pittsburgh 53 «679 402 24% 
West Division 

Los Angeles 79 «38454 594 — 
Colorado 73~=«59 553 «5% 
San Francisco 72  +#60 545 6% 
Arizona 60 73 451 19 
San Diego 58 76 433 21% 


Monday’s games 
Cincinnati 4, Pittsburgh 3, 1st game 
Atlanta 5, Florida 2 
Cincinnati 6, Pittsburgh 3, 2nd game 
Houston 5, Chicago Cubs 3 
San Diego 3, Washington 1 
Arizona 5, L.A. Dodgers 3, 10 innings 
Tuesday’s games 
Philadelphia 1, San Francisco 0 
Atlanta 4, Florida 3 
Cincinnati 11, Pittsburgh 5 
Chicago Cubs 4, Houston 1 
St. Louis 7, Milwaukee 6 
Colorado 8, N.Y. Mets 3 
San Diego 4, Washington 1 
L.A. Dodgers 4, Arizona 3 
Wednesday’s games 
Cincinnati 5, Pittsburgh 3 
Chicago Cubs 2, Houston 0 
Washington at San Diego 
San Francisco at Philadelphia 
Atlanta at Florida 
Milwaukee at St. Louis 
N.Y. Mets at Colorado 
Arizona at L.A. Dodgers 
Thursday’s games 
Milwaukee (M.Parra 9-10) at St. Louis 
(Smoltz 1-0) 
Chicago White Sox (C.Torres 0-0) at 
Chicago Cubs (Dempster 8-7) 
N.Y. Mets (Misch 0-1) at Colorado 
(Marquis 14-9) 
San Francisco (Lincecum 13-4) at Phil- 
adelphia (P.Martinez 2-0) 
Atlanta (Hanson 9-3) at Florida (No- 
lasco 9-8) 
Arizona (Buckner 2-5) at L.A. Dodgers 
(Garland 8-11) 


Dodgers 4, Diamondbacks 3 


Arizona Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 
S.Drewss 310 0 Furcalss 4010 
RRorts2b 300 0 Kempcf 3221 
Boyer p 000 0 Ethier rf 3001 
ARomrph 100 0 MRmrzlf 4000 
JUptonrf 50 3 0 Blake3b 4000 
Rynids3b 50 0 0 Hudson2b 40 20 
Monter c 4110 RMartne 4110 
GParra If 312 1 Loneylb 4020 
CYoungcf 400 0 VPadillp 2011 
Tracy 1b 200 0 Elbertp 0000 
Ryalph-lb-2b 10 1 1 Belisarip 0000 
Y.Petit p 200 0 Pierreph 0100 
Hesterph 101 1 Troncsp 0000 
LRosls p 000 0 Bellirdph 1000 
Zavada p 000 0 Broxtnp 0000 
Allen 1b 100 0 
Totals 35 3 8 3 Totals 33 49 3 
Arizona 100 002 000-3 
Los Angeles 111 000 10x—4 


E—J.Upton (9). LOB—Arizona 10, Los 
Angeles 8. 2B—J.Upton (26), Furcal (21), 
Hudson (31). HR—Kemp (23). SB—J.Upton 


(18), Kemp (29). 


Arizona 
Y.Petit 
L.Rosales L,1-1 
Zavada 

Boyer 

Los Angeles 
V.Padilla 
Elbert H,1 


Belisario W,3-3 BS,6-6 1% 


Troncoso H,13 
Broxton S,30-35 


Zavada pitched to 1 batter in the 7t 


1 
1 


H R ER 
6 3 2 
2 1 1 
0 oO 0 
1 0 0 
4 1 1 
2 2 2 
1 0 0 
0 oO 0 
1 0 0 


WP—V.Padilla. T—3:16. A—45,433. 


Braves 4, Marlins 3 


Atlanta 


i) 


POOCORPOOCRFPOFPAWHhOWSRWUS 
RPODTCOCCOCOFOCOCOOCOOCOCCFrFrF 


M.Diaz rf 
Prado 2b 
C.Jones 3b 
McCnnc 
GAndrs If 
Gorecki pr-If 
YEscor ss 
AdLRc 1b 
Infante cf 
Hudson p 
Moylan p 
Church ph 
Medlen p 
MGnzlz p 
Norton ph 
KJhnsn pr 
RSorin p 
Totals 
Atlanta 
Florida 


w 


WOORFOVOORFOVDOOCOOCFOFRNOLYN S 


NDOOCOCOOCOOCOCOCOCOOCOFFOOoO S. 


Florida 


is’) 


NRPOOCFPORPRPBWWHRNBNNWSKETS 
WODDDDODDOOFOCOCOCCOFrF 


Coghlin If 
Helms 3b 
HRmrz ss 
Bonifac ss 
Cantu 1b 
JoBakr c 
RPauln ph-c 
Uggla 2b 
C.Ross cf 
Hermid rf 
ASnchz p 
Maybin ph 
Badnhp p 
Gload ph 
Pinto p 
Lndstr p 
BCarrll ph 
Totals 


ww 


OrrrR NY 


CODDODDDOCCOOCOCOFOCOWOORFRW Ss 


NRrRr U1 


> 


WODDDOCCOCOFOCONGDWOCOO iF 


102 000 010—4 
200 000 001—3 

DP—Atlanta 3, Florida 2. LOB—Atlanta 
7, Florida 6. 2B—McCann (31), Church 
(27), Coghlan (19), Helms (11), Cantu 
(33). HR—Uggla (24). SB—K.Johnson (7). 


New York Colorado 
ab r h bi ab r hbi 
Pagan cf 402 1 CGnzizcf 4212 
LCastill2b 410 0 S.Smithif 43 30 
DWrght3b 311 0 Splirghsif 0000 
Francr rf 300 1 Heltonib 41 2 3 
Tatis 1b 4011 Tiwtzkss 5010 
Evans If 301 0 Hawperf 4000 
Santos c 400 0 GAtkns3b 3121 
AHrndzss 300 0 Barmes2b 40 10 
DnMrpph 100 0 Torrealec 3110 
Pelfrey p 100 0 DeLRsp 1000 
WValdzph 000 0 EYongph 1000 
Brodwyp 000 0 Daleyp 0000 
Sullivnph 11 1 0 Giambiph 0001 
SGreen p 000 0 RBtncrp 0000 
Takhsh p 000 0 Streetp 0000 
Reed ph 100 0 
Totals 32 3 6 3 Totals 33 811 7 
New York 200 000 100-—3 
Colorado 130 300 10x—8 
E—Pagan (2), A.Hernandez (9), 


C.Gonzalez (1). DP—New York 2. LOB— 
New York 6, Colorado 9. 2B—Tatis (17), 
Evans (5), S.Smith (12). 3B—Pagan (8), 
Sullivan (5). HR—C.Gonzalez (9), Helton 
(14). SB—C.Gonzalez (10). S—De La Rosa. 


New York IP H  R ER BB SO 
Pelfrey L,9-10 4 6 7 6 5 4 
Broadway 2 2 0 0 0 2 
S.Green Y% 2 1 1 2 0 
Takahashi 1% #1 0 0 0 1 
Colorado 

DeLaRosaW,13-9 6 4 2 1 3 6 
Daley 1 2 1 1 0 1 
R.Betancourt 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Street 1 0 0 0 0 0 


T—2:55. A—26,190 (50,449). 


Cubs 4, Astros 1 


Houston Chicago 
ab r h bi ab r hbi 
Bourn cf 40 3 0 Theriotss 4000 
Tejada ss 300 0 Bradlyrf 4221 
Brkmnib 400 0 DkLeelb 4110 
Ca.Lee If 400 0 ArRmr3b 3011 
Blum 3b 402 0 Fukdmcf 4011 
Pence rf 301 0 ASorinif 3110 
KMatsu2b 411 0 Grabowp 0000 
Coste c 401 1 Greggp 0) 0.0 
Moehlr p 200 0 MHffprph 0000 
Gervac p 000 0 Marmip 0000 
Michalsph 00 0 0 JeBakr2b 4010 
Fulchin p 000 0 K.Hillc 3011 
Kppngrph 100 0 RWellsp 1000 
Fuld If 1000 
Totals 33 1 8 1 Totals 31484 
Houston 000 000 100—1 
Chicago 000 111 0O1x—4 


E—Tejada (18), Pence (5), Je.Baker (3). 
DP—Houston 1, Chicago 2. LOB—Houston 
8, Chicago 6. 2B—D.Lee (30), Fukudome 
(30). HR—Bradley (12). SB—Bourn (49), 
K.Matsui (14). S—R.Wells. 


IP H- R ER BB SO 
Atlanta 
Hudson W,1-0 54 6 2 2 3 =°5 
Moylan H,21 *%» 0 0 0 0 0 
Medlen H,1 1 0 0 0 0 2 
M.Gonzalez H,14 1 1 0 0 0 2 
R.Soriano S,2/24 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Florida 
A.Sanchez L,2-6 5 5 3 3 2 4 
Badenhop 2 1 0 0 1 2 
Pinto 1 2 1 1 11 
Lindstrom 1 1 0 0 0 2 


WP—Pinto. Balk—A.Sanchez. T—3:0 
A—14,024 (38,560). 


N 


Padres 4, Nationals 1 


Houston IP H  R ER BB SO 
Moehler L,8-10 5% 6 3 1 0 2 
Gervacio *~ 0 0 0 0 2 
Fulchino 2 2 1 1 #2 #41 
rio 
R.Wells W,10-7 63 7 1 0 2 4 
Grabow H,20 *%~ 0 O 0 1 0 
Gregg H,1 *%~ 0 0 0 0 1 
Marmol S,7-11 1 1 0 0 0 3 
WP—Fulchino. T—2:34. A—36,332. 
Reds 11, Pirates 5 

Pittsburgh Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 
AMcCt cf 110 1 Stubbscf 5110 
DIwYn 2b 502 0 Janishss 3212 
GJonesrf 41 2 2 BPhilps2b 41 20 
Doumit c 5010 Barkerlb 41 22 
Pearcelb 400 0 Rolen3b 3110 
MilledgiIf 41 2 0 ARoslsph-3b10 0 0 
AnLRc 3b 310 0 Gomesrf 43 31 
Cedenoss 301 0 Balentnif 31 2 2 
Morton p 201 1 + =Tatumc 4024 
NWalkrph 100 0 Lehrp 2000 
Btchck p 000 0 Suttonph 0100 
VVasqzp 000 0 Owingsp 1000 
Capps p 000 0 
L.Cruz ph 1110 
Totals 33 510 4 Totals 3411 1411 
Pittsburgh 002 200 001-5 
Cincinnati 401 013 20x—11 


E—Bootcheck (1). DP—Pittsburgh 1, 
Cincinnati 3. LOB—Pittsburgh 8, Cincin- 
nati 6. 2B—Janish (11), B.Phillips (24), 
Gomes (11). HR—G.Jones (17), Balentien 
(2). SB—Gomes (3). SF—Barker. 


Toronto Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 
Scutaross 40 0 0 Kinsler2b 30 20 
Inglett2o5 202 0 MYong3b 2000 
A. ieee 101 1 Andrusss 2110 
Lind | 310 0 Hamltncf 42 2 3 
Overayib 401 1 MByrdlf 3000 
V.Wellscf 400 0 N.Cruzrf 4000 
Millar dh 200 0 DvMrpdh 4120 
Snider rf 40 0 0 IRdrgzc 3000 
RChavz c 4110 C,Davisib 41 22 
JMcDnIi3b 30 1 0 Vizquelss-3b30 0 0 
Totals 31 2 6 2. Totals 32595 
Toronto 000 000 110—2 
Texas 000 221 00x—5 


E—Tallet (2). DP—Texas 2. LOB—To- 
ronto 6, Texas 7. 2B—Overbay (27), 
Jo.McDonald (5), Andrus (12), Dav.Murphy 


(18). HR—Hami 
Toronto IP 
Tallet L,5-9 5 
Camp 1 
Hayhurst 2 
Texas 
McCarthy W,6-2 
0’Da 


y 
C.Wilson H,13 
F.Francisco S,21-24 


614 
1 
4 


1 0 
WP—O’Day. T—2:54. A—17,203. 


ton 2 (10), C.Davis (17). 


H  R ER BB SO 
6 4 4 4 4 
2 1 1 0 2 
1 0 0 0 0O 
3 1 1 2 2 
2 1 1 1 2 
1 0 0 41 1 
0 0 0 0 


Tuesday 
Cardinals 7, Brewers 6 

Milwaukee St. Louis 
ab r h bi ab r hbi 
FLopez2b 51 2 1 Schmkr2b 41 10 
Gerut rf 511 0 BrRyanss 4000 
Braun If 301 0 Pujolsib 3211 
Fielderib 310 0 Hollidylf 42 2 3 
McGeh3b 41 2 4 Ludwckrf 42 20 
MCmrncf 41 1 0 Rasmscf 3021 
Kendall c 400 0 YMolinc 4021 
Hardy ss 40 1 1 Thurstn3b 3000 
Looper p 100 0 DeRsaph-3b 1 0 0 0 
Counsllph 101 0 Pineirop 2000 
Wethrs p 000 0 KkGreenph 1000 
Coffey p 000 0 Hwkswp 0000 
Narvsnp 000 0 TMillerp 0000 
CatInttph 010 0 McCliInp 0000 
Frnkin p 0000 
Totals 3469 6 Totals 33 710 6 
Milwaukee 300 001 002—6 
St. Louis 000 301 30x—7 


DP—Milwaukee 1, St. Louis 1. LOB— 
Milwaukee 5, St. Louis 4. 2B—M.Cameron 
(27), Counsell (19), Schumaker (31), Lud- 
wick (15). HR—McGehee (12), Pujols (42), 
Holliday (9). S—Looper. 


IP H  R ER BB SO 
Milwaukee 
Looper 6 8 4 4 1 1 
Weathers L,3-5 % 1 2 2 1 =0 
Coffey Y% 1 1 1 0 0 
Narveson 1 0 0 0 0 0 
St. Louis 
Pineiro W,14-9 7 7 4 4 1 0 
Hawksworth 0 0 0 0 1 0 
T.Miller H,12 Y% 0 0 0 0 1 
McClellan H,14 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Franklin S,36-38 1 2 2 2 1 21 
Hawksworth pitched to 1 batter in the 


8th. T—2:42. A—40,119 (43,975). 


Washington San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 
Maxwilcf 300 0 ECarerss 5100 
Al@nzizss 40 1 0 Eckstn2b 4010 
Zmrmn3b 40 1 0 AdGnzlib 2000 
Dunn 1b 300 0 Kzmnff3b 3111 
WIngh If 400 0 Venalerf 4011 
Dukes rf 301 0 Headlylf 4000 
J.Bardc 3 11 1 Hundyc 3110 
Orr 2b 200 0 Gwynncf 1000 
Morse ph 000 0 Richrdp 2000 
WHarrs ph-2b10 0 0 Russellp 0000 
JMartn p 200 0 OSalazrph 1111 
SBurntt p 000 0 Grgrsnp 0000 
Brgmn p 000 0 Maciasph 1011 
CGzmnph 100 0 H.Bellp 0000 
Clipprd p 000 0 
Totals 30 1 4 1 Totals 30 4 6 
Washington 000 000 100—1 
San Diego 010 010 11x—4 


E—J.Martin (3), E.Cabrera (9). LOB— 
Washington 5, San Diego 9. 2B—Zimmer- 
man (31), Kouzmanoff (31). HR—J.Bard 
(4), O.Salazar (2). CS—Dukes (10). SF— 
Kouzmanoff. 


IP HR ER BB SO 
Washington 
J.Martin L,3-4 6 5 3 2 3 5 
s.Burnett *%~ 0 O0O 0 1 1 
Bergmann % 0 0 0 0 0 
Clippard 1 1 1 1 2 2 
San Diego 
Richard W,4-1 63 4 1 1 2 6 
Russell H,3 % 0 0 0 0 0 
Gregerson H,20 1 0 0 0 1 0 
H.Bell S,33-36 1 0 0 0 0 2 
J.Martin pitched to 1 batter in the 7th. 


T—2:30. A—15,131 (42,691). 


MLB calendar 


Oct. 7 — Playoffs begin. 

Oct. 28 — World Series begins, city of 
American League champion. 

November — Free agent filing period, 
first 15 days after World Series ends. 

_ Nov. 9-11 — General managers meet- 
ings, Chicago. 

Nov. 30-Dec. 4 — Major League Base- 
ball Players Association executive board 
meeting, Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Dec. 1 — Last day for teams to offer 
salary arbitration to their former players 
who became free agents. 

Dec. 7 — Last day for free agents of- 
ee salary arbitration to accept the of- 
ers. 


Pittsburgh IP H  R ER BB SO 
Morton L,3-7 5 9 6 6 4 1 
Bootcheck 1 2 3 3 1 0 
V.Vasquez 1 2 2 2 0 2 
Capps 1 1 0 0 0 0 
Cincinnati 

Lehr W,4-1 6 6 4 4 5 2 
Owings S,1-1 


3 4 1 1 2 1 
HBP—by Morton (Janish). T—2:56. A— 
10,304 (42,319). 


Phillies 1, Giants 0 


San Francisco Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 
Velez If 300 0 Rollinsss 4000 
BMolinph 100 0 Victorncf 4110 
Renteriss 40 0 0 Utley 2b 3000 
Rowndcf 300 0 Howardib 4021 
Garko 1b 301 0 Werthrf 3000 
Uribe 2b 300 0 Ibanezif 2000 
Winn rf 300 0 PFeliz3b 3010 
Rhingr3b 300 0 C.Ruizc 3010 
Whitsd c 200 0 Hamelsp 2000 
Auriliaph 101 0 
ATorrs pr 000 0 
JSnchz p 200 0 
Meddrsp 000 0 
Sandoviph 00 0 0 
FLewispr 000 0 
Totals 28 0 2 0 Totals 28151 
San Francisco 000 000 000—0 
Philadelphia 000 100 O00x—1 


LOB—San Francisco 2, Philadelphia 7. 
2B—Garko (3), Howard 2 (31). SB—Vic- 
torino (22), Utley (17), Hamels (1). CS— 
A.Torres (1). S—Hamels. 


H  R ER BB SO 


San Francisco IP 
J.Sanchez L,6-11 6 
Medders 2 
Philadelphia 

Hamels W,8-8 


3 1 1 


3 


9 2 0 0 1 
PB—Whiteside. T—2:20. A—44,679. 
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AL roundup 


Nathan 
blows it 
for Twins 


The Associated Press 


MINNEAPOLIS — Joe Na- 
than gave up back-to-back home 
runs to Gordon Beckham and 
Paul Konerko with two outs in 
the ninth inning, and the Chica- 
go White Sox got to Minnesota’s 
four-time All-Star closer to win 
4-2 on Wednesday. 

Nathan’s fifth blown save this 
season in 40 chances ruined rook- 
ie Brian Duensing’s seven shutout 
innings. In their final game at the 
Metrodome, where they finished 
2-7 this year and 3-16 since the 
summer of 2007, the White Sox 
woke up and rallied for just their 
second victory in 10 games on this 
previously miserable road trip. 

Nathan (2-2) followed the hom- 
ers by walking Jermaine Dye 
and Carlos Quentin before man- 
ager Ron Gardenhire — in the 
rarest of moves — relieved him. 
Matt Guerrier gave up a single 
to Alexei Ramirez that scored 
pinch-runner Dewayne Wise 
before Quentin came home on a 
wild pitch. 

D.J. Carrasco (5-1) got the last 
out of the eighth and Bobby Jenks 
picked up his 28th save with a 
scoreless ninth inning. 

The White Sox won for the sec- 
ond time in 58 games this season 
when trailing after eight. 

They hit into four double plays, 
Scott Podsednik was caught 
stealing after a leadoff single, and 
Quentin was easily thrown out 
trying to stretch for a double in 
the seventh inning. They brought 
a .221 batting average on this 
road trip into the game. 

In Tuesday’s games: 

Red Sox 8, Rays 4: At St. 
Petersburg, Fla., Jonathan Pa- 
pelbon bailed Boston out of an 
eighth-inning jam and Jason Bay, 
J.D. Drew and Kevin Youkilis 
homered to help the Red Sox beat 
Tampa Bay and take a season- 
high six-game lead over the Rays 
in the AL wild-card race. 

Yankees 9, Orioles 6: At Bal- 
timore, Jorge Posada homered 
twice, and Nick Swisher and Eric 
Hinske hit successive drives in 
a three-run seventh inning that 
carried New York to its fifth 
straight victory. 

Mariners 2, Angels 1: Jose 
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ANN HEISENFELT/AP 


Chicago’s Alexei Ramirez follows 
through on a single that drove 

in the go-ahead run during the 
ninth inning of Wednesday’s 
game against Minnesota. 


Lopez’s two-out double in the sev- 
enth inning made rookie Doug 
Fister a winner for host Seattle. 

Rangers 5-5, Blue Jays 2-2: 
Josh Hamilton, who had not hom- 
ered in 23 games, snapped out of 
his drought with two home runs as 
host Texas swept a doubleheader. 

Tigers 8, Indians 5: Placido 
Polanco and Carlos Guillen hom- 
ered on successive pitches and 
Brandon Inge also went deep to 
lift host Detroit. 

Twins 4, White Sox 3: Pinch- 
hitter Jose Morales singled home 
Nick Punto with two outs in the 
bottom of the ninth to give Min- 
nesota its ninth victory in 11 
games. 

Royals 4, Athletics 3: At Oak- 
land, Calif., Alberto Callaspo 
hit a go-ahead two-run single in 
the sixth and Kyle Davies (6-9) 
struck out six and won consecu- 
tive starts for the first time all 
season for Kansas City. 
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Lily, Cubs shut out Astros 


The Associated Press 


CHICAGO — Ted Lilly pitched 
eight shutout innings to reach 10 
victories for the seventh consecu- 
tive season and Derrek Lee hit a 
two-run homer Wednesday, lead- 
ing the Chicago Cubs to a 2-0 vic- 
tory over the Houston Astros. 

Lilly (10-8) allowed only four 
hits in joining Mark Buehrle, CC 
Sabathia and Johan Santana as 
the only active left-handers with 
10 or more victories in seven 
straight years. 

Carlos Marmol pitched the 
ninth inning for his eighth save. 
He walked Hunter Pence with 
one out and gave up Carlos Lee’s 
single before retiring Miguel Te- 
jada and Geoff Blum. 

Lilly, who is 7-1 witha1.72 ERA 
at home, walked none, struck out 
five and didn’t allow a Houston 
runner past second base. 

Reds 5, Pirates 3: At Cincin- 
nati, Brandon Phillips and Drew 
Stubbs each homered to help 
Cincinnati complete a four-game 
sweep of Pittsburgh. 

The Reds swept Pittsburgh in 
four games at home for the first 
time since Aug. 14-17, 1975, and 
sent the Pirates to their seventh 
consecutive loss, one short of 
their season high. Pittsburgh is 
three losses from becoming the 
first major American profession- 
al franchise with 17 consecutive 
losing seasons. 

In Tuesday’s games: 

Phillies 1, Giants O: At Phila- 
delphia, Cole Hamels pitched 
a two-hitter, and Ryan How- 
ard drove in the only run with a 





—— 


Cuar_es Rex Arsocast/AP 


Houston’s Aaron Boone returned 
to the field as a major leaguer 
Wednesday for the first time 
since undergoing open heart 
surgery five months ago. 


fourth-inning double. 

Hamels (8-8) allowed a lead- 
off double to Ryan Garko in the 
second inning and a single to 
pinch-hitter Rich Aurilia to start 
the ninth. He struck out nine and 
walked one in his fourth career 
shutout and second this season. 

Braves 4, Marlins 3: At Miami, 
Tim Hudson pitched effectively 
in his return to the majors, fol- 
lowing a rain delay of 2 hours, 
50 minutes. Hudson (1-0) gave 
up two runs in 5?/3 innings in his 
first big league start since having 
elbow ligament replacement sur- 
gery almost 13 months ago. 

Rockies 8, Mets 3: Todd Hel- 
ton hit a three-run homer and 
Colorado snapped a five-game 
skid and grabbed sole posses- 


sion of the NL wild-card lead as 
it started a 10-game homestand 
against losing teams. 

Jason Giambi made his Rockies 
— and National League — debut 
in the seventh when he batted for 
the pitcher with the bases loaded 
and drew a four-pitch walk from 
Sean Green. 

Cardinals 7, Brewers 6: At St. 
Louis, Matt Holliday’s three-run 
homer snapped a seventh-inning 
tie, lifting Joel Pineiro (14-9) to 
his eighth straight win. 

Albert Pujols added his major 
league-leading 42nd homer for 
the Cardinals, amajor league-best 
26-9 since acquiring Holliday ina 
July 24 trade with Oakland. 

Dodgers 4, Diamondbacks 
3: At Los Angeles, Matt Kemp 
homered for the fourth consecu- 
tive game and right fielder Andre 
Ethier preserved the lead with an 
outstanding catch in the eighth. 

Cubs 4, Astros 1: At Chicago, 
Milton Bradley homered and 
Randy Wells (10-7) became the 
first Cubs rookie to reach 10 wins 
since Kerry Wood in 1998. Carlos 
Marmol got his seventh save. 

Reds 11, Pirates 5: Craig 
Tatum drove in four runs to dou- 
ble his previous career total and 
Justin Lehr (4-1) overcame con- 
trol problems, sending visiting 
Pittsburgh to its sixth consecu- 
tive loss. 

Padres 4, Nationals 1: At San 
Diego, Clayton Richard (4-1) took 
a shutout into the seventh and fel- 
low rookie Will Venable made an- 
other spectacular catch. 
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Kadena still stinging 
from loss in Class AA 
championship game 


By DAVE ORNAUER 
Stars and Stripes 


KADENA AIR BASE, Oki- 
nawa — The memory in Sergio 
Mendoza’s mind roars as brightly 
as a reactor core glows sinisterly 
during a nuclear meltdown. 

Trinidai Stansel’s solo tackle of 
a player virtually twice his size, 
Kadena lineman-turned-full- 
back Jordan Ray, on a two-point 
conversion try that would have 
given Mendoza’s Panthers a 23- 
22 victory. 

Stansel and the Seoul Ameri- 
can Falcons prevailed 22-21 for 
their second Class AA football 
title in three years. Both at home. 
And at Kadena’s expense. 

“If ever I wanted a do-over, 
that’s the one,’ Mendoza said 
during a recent practice as the 
Panthers prepared to defend their 
three straight Okinawa Activities 
Council titles. 

But if there’s an expression 
that sums up the 2009 Panthers, 
it might be “unfinished busi- 
ness.” Even with a Class AA title 
in 2007, Kadena enters the 2009 
campaign hungry, Mendoza said. 

“We certainly feel we need to 
bounce back,” he said. “We did in 
2007 and came back as a stron- 
ger team. We discussed this at 
length” before summer break to 
see what could be done. 

Acore group of veterans teamed 
with players and coaches from 


U.S. Open 


V. Williams moves on; 


By EppIE PELLs 
The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Venus Wil- 
liams moved on and Marat Safin 
said goodbye in the U.S. Open on 
Wednesday. 

Her left Knee heavily wrapped, 
the third-seeded Williams defeat- 
ed Bethanie Mattek-Sands 6-4, 6- 
2, in a less taxing match than she 
had two nights before when she 
fell behind a set before rallying 
against Vera Dushevina. 

She hurt the knee in the first set 
of the opener, and the heavy tape 
she wore for the second round 
confirmed the injury was more 
than just a tweak. But Williams, 
who fielded no fewer than a dozen 


Okinawa Activities Council 
schedule 


Regular season 
Friday, Sept. 4 
Kubasaki vs. Kadena at Ryukyu Middle 
School, 7 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 11 
Kadena at Kubasaki, 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 19 
Kubasaki at Yokota, 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 26 
Kadena at Robert D. Edgren, 1 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 9 
Kubasaki vs. Kadena at site to be de- 
termined, 7 p.m 
Friday, Oct. 16 or Saturday, Oct. 17 
Kadena at Yokota, 7 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 23 
Kadena at Kubasaki, 7 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 30 
Kubasaki vs. Kadena, site to be deter- 
mined, 7 p.m., if necessary. 


the Foster and Kadena teams in 
the U.S. Forces Japan-American 
Football League to step up their 
conditioning. 

“We’ve doubled and tripled 
our workouts,” Mendoza said of 
conditioning sessions that lasted 
up to 32 hours. “We hope it pays 
off.” 

Kadena must overcome a num- 
bers problem, though; only 20 
players are out for the varsity. 
“There'll be a lot of ironman this 
season,” he said. 

But among that number is a 
solid core of experience, par- 
ticularly at running back, where 
juniors Shariff Coleman, Thomas 
McDonald and Lotty Smith are 
joined by junior newcomer Den- 
nis Sharp. 

Plowing the road for them is a 
line led by veterans such as Tyler 


questions about her health in the 
postmatch interview, insisted she 
wouldn’t use it as an excuse. 

“T’m still playing well and I feel 
I’ll continue to play better as the 
rounds go on,” she said. “I’m try- 
ing not to make this injury a fac- 
tor at all.” 

She said she had no plans to pull 
out of the doubles with her sister, 
Serena. They are trying to add 
the U.S. Open to their Australian 
and Wimbledon titles this year. 

While Williams keeps _ play- 
ing, Safin’s Grand Slam career is 
over. 

Planning to retire at season’s 
end, the former world No. 1 fell 
1-6, 6-4, 6-3, 6-4 to Austria’s Ju- 
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Kadena Panthers senior quarterback Stanley Schrock calls signals 
during Thursday’s football practice at Kadena Air Base, Okinawa. 


Broome. Stan Schrock and Nor- 
man Correa will split time under 
center. 

They’ll do their best-of-five 
OAC series with arch-rival Kuba- 
saki, and will hit the road for the 
first time to play in-season games 
against off-island teams, Robert 
D. Edgren on Sept. 26 and Yokota 
on Oct. 17. 

Wherever and whomever they 
play, Mendoza is hoping all the 
hard work can bring the Panthers 
back to the Class AA title game. 

“We may not get there, but 
we’re certainly going to try,” 
Mendoza said. “We want to be in 
that last game.” 


former No. 


rgen Melzer. Safin’s career will 
end with two major champion- 
ship titles, a smaller number than 
many experts thought possible 
when he broke through by beat- 
ing Pete Sampras in the 2000 U.S. 
Open final. 

“That match was a miracle for 

e,” Safin said. “It took some 
time for me to see how big this 
thing was. It was difficult because 
I was also 20 years old, I wasn’t 
ready for this. It was difficult to 
understand it.” 

Now he’s 29 and wants to move 
to the next chapter of his career, 
though he concedes he’s not sure 
what, exactly, that will be. Watch- 
ing his top-ranked sister, Dinara 


In Kubasaki, the Panthers will 
face a team in full rebuilding 
mode. 

Just one starter — coach Fred 
Bales’ son, senior running back 
Josh Bales — returns to a team 
that’s lost 10 straight to Kadena, 
dating to the 2006 season. Bales 
still calls Kadena the OAC’s 
“team to beat.” 

And Kubasaki enters the sea- 
son without two-year part-time 
starting quarterback Kaleb Rob- 
inson, who gave up football to 
concentrate on baseball. Seniors 
Mateo Sanchez and P.J. Varner 
take over under center, and have 
transfer receiver Clay Beasley 


Team capsules 


Kadena Panthers 


Kadena Air Base 

2008-5-1 overall, .833, 132 points for, 
22 points against; 4-0 Okinawa Activi- 
ties Council, 1.000, 84 points for, 0 points 
against. Won third straight Okinawa Ac- 
tivities Council regular-season best-of- 
five series by 4-0 count; won Class AA 
semifinal 27-0 over Guam High on Nov. 1 
at Kadena Air Base; lost Class AA cham- 
pionship game 22-21 at Seoul American 
on Nov. 8. 

Head coach-Sergio Mendoza, fourth 
season. Overall record 14-2, three 
straight Okinawa Activities Council reg- 
ular-season titles (2006-08), one Class 
AA championship (2007). 

Returning players-13. 

Returning starters-8. 

Base offense-Multiple, spread option, 
power wishbone. 

Base defense-5-3. 

Key returners-Stanley Schrock, Sr., QB- 
WR-S; Tyler Broome, Sr., L; Sean O’Neill, 
Sr., L; Gabriel Ahner, So., L; Aaron Ahner, 
Jr., PK; Thomas McDonald, Jr., RB; Lotty 
Smith, Jr., RB-DB; Nollie Jones, Jr., LB; An- 
thony Tarver, Sr., LB; James Thompson, 
Sr., LB; Corey Hankerson, So., L; Anthony 
Arivisa, Sr., LB; Norman Correa, Sr., QB. 

Key newcomers-L.J. Hubbard, Sr., WR; 
Shariff Coleman, Jr., RB; Tem Gutierrez, 
Jr., L; Marquis Lawrence, So., L; Michael 
Correa, Jr., L; Dennis Sharp, Jr., RB. 

Strengths- Strong at_ all skills posi- 
tions, leadership in the interior. 

Drawbacks-Lack of depth; just 20 
players on varsity. 

Overview-Contending. They may not 
be deep, but this is a veteran group ona 
mission of redemption for Class AA title 
game loss. Core group worked as many 
as 3% hours a day in Okinawa’s stifling 
heat to prepare for the campaign. They 
may have to ironman it, but they’re still 
a good bet to reach their fourth straight 
Class AA title game. 


Kubasaki Dragons 


Camp Foster 

2008-2-4 overall, .333, 49 points for, 
110 points against; 0-4 Okinawa Activi- 
ties Council, .000, 0 points for, 84 points 
against. 

Head coach-Fred Bales, fifth season. 
Overall record 5-10, one Okinawa Ac- 
tivities Council title (2005), one Class AA 
title (2005). 

Returning players-5. 

Returning starters-1. 

Note-One returning starter, senior Mi- 
kael Barge, transfers prior to the season 
opener. 

Base offense-Multiple. 

Base defense-3-5-3. 

Key returner-Josh Bales, Sr., RB-DB. 

Key newcomers-Clay Beasley, Sr., 
WR; Deon Lewis, Jr., RB-DB; Andrew Loft- 
esnes, Sr., L; Lucas Grondin, Sr., L; Mateo 
Sanchez, Sr., QB; P.J. Varner, Sr., QB; Matt 
Payne, Jr, OL DL. 

Strengths- -Solid play from Beasley and 
Bales, some quickness, some size. 

Drawbacks-Lack of experience. 

Overview-Rebuilding. They’re  fac- 
ing growing pains now, but behind the 
30-player varsity is a group of 50 junior 
varsity players, many new to the island, 
which may portend good things to come 
in future seasons. 


from Ohio to catch their passes. 
“We have a good bunch of kids 
who are as tired of losing as I am. 
It falls on the shoulders of the 
coach to find a way with available 
resources,” Bales said. “It takes 
blocking, tackling and sound ex- 
ecution on both sides of the ball.” 





E-mail Dave Ornauer at: 
orny@pstripes.osd.mil 


1 Safin says goodbye 


Safina, probably won’t be a big 
part of it. 

“T really love my sister, but I 
think she can manage without 
me,” he said. 

He leaves behind a lot of good 
memories. He was a fiery, emo- 
tional player in a sport that doesn’t 
have many — a player who esti- 
mated he’s broken more than 300 
rackets in his career and also got 
fined for pulling his pants down 
during a French Open match. 

Will he miss tennis as much as 
tennis misses him? 

“T need to get away from ten- 
nis for some time to realize what 
I'll miss,” he said. “Right now, it’s 
difficult to decide exactly what 


I'll miss.” 

Rafael Nadal made a success- 
ful return to Grand Slam tennis 
by beating Richard Gasquet 6-2, 
6-2, 6-3. It was Nadal’s first match 
in a major tournament since he 
was upset in the fourth round of 
the French Open on May 31. 

The six-time Grand Slam cham- 
pion skipped Wimbledon, decid- 
ing not to defend his title because 
of tendinitis in both knees. 

Defending champions Serena 
Williams and Roger Federer were 
scheduled for night matches. 

Also losing Wednesday was 
two-time major champion Ame- 
lie Mauresmo, who fell 6-4, 6-0 to 
Aleksandra Wozniak. 
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“Of they were to run the table, I don't think there's any question that there would be some serious challenge for tt. 
It would be interesting to see what happened. It would have to be a heck ofa year. to 


Karly 
schedule 
can make 
or break 
BYU's 
BCS hopes 


By Douc ALDEN 
The Associated Press 


SALT LAKE CITY 
YU is preparing to 
celebrate the 25th an- 
niversary of one of the 
most unlikely national 
championship teams. 

The Cougars of 1984 went from 
unranked to the top of the polls, 
beating every team on the sched- 
ule and the college football system 
to claim the national title, despite 
playing in a conference that was 
often overshadowed by America’s 
rich and powerful leagues. 

Sounds like a plan for the cur- 
rent Cougars. 

In 2009, BYU will again try to 
overcome tradition to win a na- 
tional championship. No team 
from outside the power confer- 
ences — excluding independents 
such as Notre Dame — has won a 
national title since BY U’s. 

But the current Cougars have 
the type of team — and the type 
of difficult nonconference sched- 
ule — to do it again. If the Cou- 
gars can beat Oklahoma and 
Florida State in September on the 
way to an undefeated season, it’ll 
be hard to keep them out of the 
national championship game in 
Pasadena, Calif., on Jan. 7. 

Lose to the Sooners and Semi- 
noles, and BYU’s Bowl Champi- 
onship Series hopes end before 
fall begins. 

“Tm not going to back away 
from that,” BYU coach Bronco 
Mendenhall said. “If it costs us an 
undefeated season and the BCS- 
buster spot, I’m still looking at the 
broader perspective. Eventually, 
we’re going to get there and the 
lessons we learn in those games 
are going to help us get there.” 

In recent years, perfect sea- 
sons by Utah, BYU’s Mountain 
West Conference rival, and Boise 
State and Hawaii of the Western 
Athletic Conference have earned 
those teams bids to the Bowl 
Championship Series. 

BYU and the rest of the poten- 
tial BCS busters know that the 





LaVell Edwards 


coach of BYU’s 1984 national championship team, on the chances of this year’s squad making it to the title game 


Party crashers? 
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BYU quarterback Max Hall threw 
for 3,957 yards and 35 TDs 
last season while completing 69 
percent of his passes. 


next step beyond just crashing 
the party is to be the team to leave 
with the biggest trophy. 

“If they were to run the table, 
I don’t think there’s any question 
that there would really be some 
serious challenge for it,’ said 
LaVell Edwards, coach of BY U’s 
1984 title team. “It would be in- 
teresting to see what happened. 
It would have to be a heck of a 
year.” 

A team from one of the nonauto- 
matic qualifying conferences has 
made the BCS four of the last five 
years. While that has sated some 
of the BCS critics, Utah’s perfect 
season in 2008 and Sugar Bowl 
victory against Alabama sparked 
a new round of outrage. 

The Mountain West has been 
pushing all it can for changes to 


the BCS, proposing a playoff for- 
mat that was shot down by the 
other conferences and then tak- 
ing the fight to Capitol Hill. 

Unless Congress throws a 
block on the BCS, though, the 
best argument leagues such as 
the Mountain West and the WAC 
can make is to beat teams from 
the six conferences that cre- 
ated and dominate the system. 

The Cougars entered fall camp 
confident about senior quarter- 
back Max Hall, who has lived up 
to the lofty standards set at BYU 
by players like Steve Young, Jim 
McMahon and Ty Detmer. Hall 
completed 69 percent of his pass- 
es last season while throwing for 
3,957 yards and 35 touchdowns. 

Hall has a new offensive line in 
front of him, but still has bruising 
back Harvey Unga to keep de- 
fenses from focusing only on the 
pass. Unga has averaged almost 
5 yards per carry in his career 
and is 841 yards short of Curtis 
Brown’s school rushing record. 

“Tm very excited about this 
football team. I think we’re going 
to win a lot of games,” Hall said. 
“T’m as focused as I’ve ever been 
in my life on the game right now. 
This is the most prepared team 
I’ve ever been associated with.” 

They’d better be. 

The Cougars’ nonconference 
schedule already included a home 
game against Atlantic Coast Con- 
ference contender Florida State 
on Sept. 19, when BYU added to 
its degree of difficulty by agree- 
ing to play Oklahoma at the Dal- 
las Cowboys new stadium in the 
opener Sept. 5. 

That’s nothing new at BYU. The 
Cougars opened the 1984 season 
out of the polls despite going 11-1 





the year before. It took an upset 
of No. 3 Pittsburgh in the season 
opener to get BYU in the rank- 
ings. Then they slowly moved up 
as every other team lost at least a 
game or two. 

The Cougars reached the top of 
the polls in mid-November when 
Oklahoma beat Nebraska and 
Navy upset then-unbeaten South 
Carolina, leaving BYU as the only 
unbeaten team in the country. 

This was long before the BCS 
and any of the bowl coalitions that 
preceded it. The Cougars’ bowl in- 
vitation was to the Holiday Bowl, 
where they beat a so-so Michigan 
team 24-17 on Dec. 21, then had 
to wait 10 days to learn their fate 
once the New Year’s Day games 
were finished. 

Once the final votes were tal- 
lied, BYU was still on top. 

The biggest criticism BYU 
faced that year was the schedule, 
playing in the Western Athletic 
Conference and getting little tele- 
vision exposure compared to the 
big-name conferences. 

That hasn’t changed a whole lot. 
BYU no longer plays in the WAC, 
but the strength of the Moun- 
tain West is questioned much the 
same way, although Utah’s 31-17 
victory over Alabama in January 
gave the league some credibility. 

BYU players will be wearing a 
patch on their jerseys this season, 
commemorating what the Cou- 
gars did 25 years before. 

“We’re in a similar position 
now. We get to see all the things a 
team like that accomplished and 
it gives us a lot of hope,” tight end 
Dennis Pitta said. “We’re confi- 
dent in the things we can do and 
we know that we can be a great 
football team.” 


BYU players celebrate their 
Holiday Bowl victory over 
Michigan in 1984. The 24-17 
victory completed an unbeaten 
and untied season and gave 
the Cougars their only national 
championship. The criticism 
against BYU was its schedule. 
Because they played in the 
Western Athletic Conference, 
the Cougars earned little televi- 
sion exposure and not much 
respect. This year’s team faces 
the same challenge. To get into 
the BCS championship game, 
the Cougars would have to go 
unbeaten since they’re not a 
member of one of the power 
conferences. But even that 
wouldn’t guarantee a spot in 
the title game, as Utah found 
out last year . Despite going 
undefeated, the Utes wound up 
playing in the Sugar Bowl. 


Reep Saxon/AP 


SIX PACK 
BCS PROJECTIONS 


By Ralph D. Russo/The Associated Press 


Gazing into the future and trying to 
determine the upstarts, underachiev- 
ers and national championship con- 
tenders in 2009. And mostly, can 
anybody keep Florida’s Mighty Ga- 
tors from repeating? 

How will it all turn out? Here’s your 
answer: 

Orange Bowl 

Miami vs. Oklahoma 

Sugar Bowl 
LSU vs. South Florida 

Fiesta Bowl 
Texas vs. Virginia Tech 

Rose Bowl 
California vs. Ohio State 
BCS national championship 
Florida vs. USC 

National champion 

Florida 






_—_ Aa Florida coach 
"y >» Urban Meyer 


Matt York/AP 
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Clausen to get on track 
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Consistency key for ND, 





Junior QB looks to break out of middle-of-pack rut 


By Tom CoyNE 
The Associated Press 


SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Jimmy 
Clausen was flat on his back 
doing a hamstring stretch with 
his backup, Dayne Crist, push- 
ing on Clausen’s leg when coach 
Charlie Weis walked up. 

“T want a quick answer. Which 
way is the wind blowing?” Weis 
asked. 

They glanced quickly at each 
other and pointed north. Weis, 
who had talked to the two about 
the crosswind a day earlier, point- 
ed to the streamers atop the goal 
post blowing east. 

“Wrong! Look at that. That’s 
the first thing you should look at 
when you come out to practice is 
which way is the wind blowing,” 
Weis said. 

Fickle winds are_ swirling 
around South Bend these days 
after back-to-back seasons of 3-9 
and 7-6. The Fighting Irish are 
21 years removed from their last 
national title, the longest stretch 
in school history, and, before slip- 
ping into the bottom five of both 
preseason top 25 polls, were un- 
ranked ranked for two full sea- 
sons, the longest stretch since the 
1962-63 seasons, just before Ara 


Parseghian arrived. Fans are be- 
yond impatient. 

Some see reason for hope this 
season, though. The Irish have 
a veteran team, including nine 
starters on offense, and a sched- 
ule that seems manageable, espe- 
cially by Notre Dame standards. 

To take a big step forward, 
Notre Dame needs Clausen to 
make the kind of improvement 
his junior year that Brady Quinn 
did four years ago. As a junior in 
his first season playing for Weis, 
Quinn went from a middle-of-the- 
pack passer with a 125.9 efficien- 
cy rating to the leader of a team 
that went to consecutive Bowl 
Championship Series games. 

Clausen had a 132.49 rating for 
a 7-6 team last season. 

To help Clausen get there, 
Weis has him focusing on details 
like the wind. Clausen has been 
watching film of Tom Brady, Pey- 
ton Manning, Joe Montana and 
Joe Theismann. 

“Just to try to get little things 
that will help me with my game,” 
Clausen said. 

Clausen is hoping to eliminate 
the inconsistency that plagued 
him last season. In the seven 
games Notre Dame won last year, 
Clausen completed 65.5 percent 


of his passes and threw 17 touch- 
downs with seven interceptions. 
In the six losses, he completed 
55.7 percent of his passes and 
threw eight touchdown passes 
with 10 interceptions. 

The TD-to-interception ratio is 
of particular concern to Weis. 

“T tried to take some chances 
last year when the running game 
wasn’t going well,” Clausen said. 

The running game is still in 
question, but Clausen has the re- 
ceivers to succeed. Speedy Gold- 
en Tate averaged 83 yards a game 
receiving last season as a sopho- 
more, Michael Floyd averaged 
65 as a freshman and tight end 
Kyle Rudolph averaged 26 yards 
a game as a freshman. 

Clausen has been focusing on 
being more of a leader. He started 
by inviting Tate, Floyd and Ru- 
dolph to his California home for a 
week in late spring so they could 
work together, including work- 
ing out with Clausen’s personal 
trainer. 

They worked out about eight 
hours a day, then spent time at 
the pool and beach. The trip was 
more than just buddying around. 
They were able to talk football. 

“They know what I’m thinking 
during certain plays and different 





routes, and I know what they’re 
thinking as well. We watched a lot 
of tape together and I think it was 
really good for us,” he said. 

Clausen also is working on 
keeping his composure. 

“When things were going bad 
the past few years I got a little 
down. But coach Weis says it best, 
‘When things are good you need 
to stay levelheaded, when things 
are bad you have to stay level- 
headed,’” he said. 

Clausen, usually guarded with 
the media, seemed more at ease 
sitting up front at a table answer- 
ing questions from reporters on 
media day while his teammates 
sat scattered around the room. He 
conceded he was surprised by how 
much the life of the starting quar- 
terback is under the microscope. 
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Notre Dame 
quarterback 
Jimmy 
Clausen, 
who has 
been watch- 
ing film of 
Tom Brady, 
Peyton 
Manning, 
Joe Montana 
and Joe 
Theismann, 
is hoping 

to be a more 
consistent 
passer and 
help the Irish 
get back to a 
BCS bowl. 


Joe RaymMonp/AP 


Quarterbacks coach Ron Pow- 
lus, who lived under that micro- 
scope at Notre Dame, has helped 
Clausen adjust to the scrutiny. 

“Tt’s not easy,” Powlus said. “It 
is a matter of changing the word 
pressure into attention and living 
your life as the QB of ND and al- 
ways being on and understanding 
that the decisions you make on 
and off the field count almost as 
important as each other.” 

Clausen said he’s cherishing 
that attention now. He’s also cher- 
ishing the idea of trying to lead 
the Irish back to a BCS bowl. 

“T don’t want to be good at any- 
thing; I want to be great at every- 
thing,” Clausen said. “That’s not 
only for me, but the entire team. 
We’re not trying to be good this 
year. We’re trying to be great.” 


Weis: Coach overhauled his staff in the offseason 


WEIS, FROM BACK PAGE 


Their only concern is the Sept. 
5 opener against Nevada. 

“Coach and the staff reassured 
us (last year) that, ‘Look, you’re 
here to play football, you’re not 
here to talk about my job.’ Which 
was completely right,” linebacker 
Brian Smith said. “That’s my 
football coach and I’m going to 
play hard for him. But I’m not 
going to play every play, ‘Oh, this 
is for Coach Weis, oh, this is for 
Coach Weis.’ 

“No, I’ve got to play for our foot- 
ball team so we can win games.” 

The reality, though, is that 
Notre Dame doesn’t take los- 
ing well. The school’s identity 
is, rightly or wrongly, tied to the 
football program, and coaches 
who don’t produce don’t last long. 
Rockne, Leahy, Parseghian and 
Holtz all stayed for more than a 
decade. Bob Davie and Gerry 
Faust got five years each, Tyrone 
Willingham just three. 

“T think this is a make-or- 
break year,” said Jack Wysocki, a 
fan visiting campus with his son 
recently. “He has to get at least 
eight or nine wins. Even if he gets 
seven wins, I don’t think they’ll 
be happy.” 

That Weis is even in this posi- 


tion is surprising. 

He was the offensive master- 
mind behind the New England 
Patriots’ juggernaut that won 
three Super Bowls in four years, 
the man who turned Tom Brady 
from a sixth-round pick into one 
of the NFL’s great quarterbacks. 
After inheriting a mediocre Notre 
Dame team, he led the Irish to 
a 19-6 record his first two years 
and back-to-back appearances in 
BCS games. 

Notre Dame officials were so 
enamored of his early success 
they gave him a new, 10-year con- 
tract — before his first season 
even ended. 

There were, though, hints of 
trouble. Another two losses to 
archrival USC. A shellacking at 
home by Michigan. And, after 
poor recruiting classes in Will- 
ingham’s last season and Weis’ 
first, a lack of difference-makers 
who would be veterans in 2007 
and 2008. 

“If you were at some other uni- 
versities around the country, you 
would have gone out and recruit- 
ed some junior college players to 
be a stopgap,” said offensive as- 
sistant head coach Rob Ianello, 
who has been with Weis since he 
came to Notre Dame. “That’s not 
what we do here.” 


Weis didn’t do himself any fa- 
vors, either, declaring he wouldn’t 
use the word rebuilding when 
Brady Quinn and Jeff Samardzija 
left. The Irish had good, inexpe- 
rienced talent, including hotshot 
quarterback Jimmy Clausen, and 
would be just fine. 

Instead, the Irish opened the 
2007 season with a record five- 
straight losses; even Joe Kuharich 
(who had a losing record) didn’t 
do that. At 29-21, Weis’ .580 win- 
ning percentage is slightly below 
that of Davie and Willingham, 
both of whom were fired. The 
15 losses since 2007 are Notre 
Dame’s most in a two-year span. 

But it wasn’t the losing so much 
as the way Notre Dame did it. 

The Irish lost to Navy in 2007 
for the first time in 44 years — at 
home, no less. Their 38-0 loss to 
USC that same season was their 
worst in the 80-year history of the 
rivalry. Last year, the Irish were 
upset by a woeful Syracuse team 
that had already fired its coach. 
They were so soundly beaten by 
USC they managed just four first 
downs, and didn’t cross midfield 
until the fourth quarter. 

The Irish hadn’t even left Los 
Angeles when speculation began 
about who would replace Weis. 
Things had gotten so bad, it 


seemed, that not even the seven 
years left on his contract, or the 
fact he was a Notre Dame alum, 
would save him. 

“He started out with two very 
good years. The last couple of 
years have not been very good 
by most people’s standards, cer- 
tainly not by Notre Dame’s stan- 
dards,” said Tim Kelley, a 1964 
graduate who co-authored a letter 
from alums to the board of trust- 
ees when Willingham was coach, 
expressing concern about the di- 
rection of the program. 

“The question is, do the first 
two years or the last two years 
represent the future?” asked Kel- 
ley, who still has faith in Weis. 

Four days after the USC game, 
athletic director Jack Swarbrick 
announced the coach would 
return. 

Swarbrick said his evaluation 
of Weis was no different than that 
of women’s soccer coach Randy 
Waldrum, whose team finished 
the regular season ranked No. 
1. And every other Notre Dame 
coach, for that matter. There 
are more than two dozen factors 
Swarbrick considers, including 
academic performance, gradua- 
tion rates, athlete behavior and 
recruiting. 

“I know the fans’ initial re- 


sponse is to look at one factor, 
the won-loss record. It’s a criti- 
cal one, but it’s only one of them,” 
Swarbrick said. The Irish, for 
example, have had a 3.0 or bet- 
ter team GPA for a record six 
straight semesters. 

Three weeks after Swarbrick’s 
announcement, the Irish were 
commanding in their 49-21 vic- 
tory over Hawaii in the Hawaii 
Bowl. 

Weis overhauled his staff in the 
offseason, the most significant 
change being that he’ll call the 
offensive plays again after hav- 
ing someone else do it last year. 
Co-defensive coordinator Jon Te- 
nuta will call the defensive plays. 
Weis also made new offensive line 
coach Frank Verducci coordina- 
tor of the running game, which 
has been abysmal the past three 
seasons. 

Weis seems to be making an ef- 
fort to be more “fan friendly,” too. 
He’s even on Twitter — though 
don’t expect song of the day rec- 
ommendations like USC’s Pete 
Carroll gives. 

The acknowledgment _ that 
changes were needed on and off 
the field — subtle as they may be 
— have gone a long way toward 
soothing angry Irish fans. 

For now. 
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Matt Barkley, the most hotly recruited high school player in the country last year, has been tabbed by coach Pete 
Carroll to start at quarterback as a freshman due to Aaron Corp’s knee injury. 


By GreEG BEACHAM 
The Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES 
he second-most interesting debate in the Pac-10 was nearly answered 
in a hotel hallway last month. USC safety Taylor Mays challenged 
California tailback Jahvid Best to a friendly sprint to determine the 
league’s fastest man, until their coaches put the brakes on them. 

The most intriguing question about the Pac-10 won’t be answered until Decem- 
ber: Is this the year somebody finally wins a race with the fleet-footed Trojans? 

By most accounts outside downtown Los Angeles, the Pac-10 is overdue for a 
positive answer to that query. 

“There’s no doubt who everybody is gunning for,” said Best, the league’s de- 
fending rushing champion. “Everybody wants to get what they have.” 

Cal’s Jeff Tedford can tout the conference’s 5-0 bowl record last winter. Ari- 
zona State’s Dennis Erickson can expound on the difficulties of a nine-game 
intraleague schedule, and Oregon’s Chip Kelly can predict big things for every campus in the conference this fall. 

Until one of these coaches figures out how to catch USC, much of the rest of the country will still think they all play 
in the Pac-1. 

Pete Carroll’s Trojans have created a confounding dynamic for the Pac-10 with their run of seven straight league 
titles, BCS bowl games and 11-victory seasons. No matter how well the rest of the conference plays, it sits in a shadow 
that not even Best can outrun. 

“As coaches, you can be sure we all realize how tough this league is, and how we stack up against other confer- 
ences around the nation,” said Tedford, whose Golden Bears shared the league title with USC in 2006, but lost to the 
Trojans on the field. “We play football that’s as good as anywhere, but there’s no doubt Pete has built a program that 
we all aspire to.” 

At first glance, USC seems ripe for picking this season, with a wholesale roster shuffle brought about by the depar- 
ture of quarterback Mark Sanchez and a wealth of seniors who played in four straight Rose Bowls — not to mention 
the spectre of NCAA investigations on the program’s periphery. But at USC, when one star leaves, another steps in. 

And the other Pac-10 contenders’ flaws seem almost as glaring. 

How will Cal move the ball if defenses load up against Best? Can the Ducks get themselves together quickly enough 
under Kelly’s new leadership? Can Oregon State finally start a season strong under Mike Riley? And which Arizona 
State will show up on Saturdays? 

“This league is incredible, from top to bottom,” said Erickson, whose Sun Devils slumped to 5-7 last year after his 
strong debut season. “It’s the only conference that plays everyone. It’s more difficult than people outside seem to 
understand. I guess they don’t see us enough on the West Coast.” 

The media overwhelmingly favors the Trojans to repeat, but Cal and Oregon figure in most preseason polls. USC 
faces both on the road before November, the month in which Carroll has never lost, while the Ducks and quarterback 
Jeremiah Masoli also host the Golden Bears. 
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With eight starters back on of- 
fense, including running back 
Jahvid Best, above, California 
hopes it can end USC’s run of 
seven straight league titles. 
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Team capsules 


USC 

Key Players: S Taylor Mays, Sr.; RB Joe McKnight, Jr.; RB Sta- 
fon Johnson, Sr.; QB Aaron Corp, So.; QB Matt Barkley, Fr.; WR 
Damian Williams. Jr. Returning starters — 9 offense, 3 defense. 

Notes: Trojans might have no returning starters in defensive 
front seven if DT Christian Tupou doesn't win job. ... Corp’s minor 
Knee injury opened the door for freshman Matt Barkley, perhaps 
the most coveted player in high school last fall, to start. ... Sept. 12 
trip to Ohio State could set tone, though Trojans follow with both 
lowly Washington schools. 

CALIFORNIA 

Key Players: TB Jahvid Best, Jr; QB Kevin Riley, Jr; CB 
Syd’Quan Thompson, Sr.; DL Cameron Jordan, Jr.; DL Tyson Alu- 
alu, Sr. Returning starters — 7 offense, 8 defense. 

Notes: Best gunning for eighth straight 1,000-yard season for 
a Cal tailback during Tedford’s tenure. Shane Vereen also could 
have a shot. ... Coordinator Andy Ludwig takes over Bears’ offense 
after leading Utah’s perfect season. ... Bears must replace three 
big-play linebackers. 


Pace 31 





OREGON 

Key Players: QB Jeremiah Masoli, Jr.; TB LeGarrette Blount, 
Sr.; S T.J. Ward, Sr.; CB Walter Thurmond III, Sr.; TE Ed Dickson, 
Sr. Returning starters — 5 offense, 5 defense. 

Notes: Coach Chip Kelly offers relatively seamless transition 
from Mike Bellotti after 14 years. ... Sept. 3 season opener at Boise 
State will make a statement for whole conference. ... Oregon has 
fewest returning starters in conference, but plenty of players with 
experience. 

OREGON STATE 

Key Players: TB Jacquizz Rodgers, So.; QB Lyle Moevao, Sr.; 
LB Keaton Kristick, Sr. Returning starters — 6 offense, 3 defense. 

Notes: Sean Canfield will start season at QB for Beavers, as 
Moevao recovers from shoulder surgery. ... Rodgers was first 
freshman to win Pac-10 player of the year award and finished sec- 
ond in rushing race despite missing two games. ... Have finished in 
final AP Top 25 three straight years. 

ARIZONA STATE 

Key Players: WR Chris McGaha, Sr.; WR Kyle Williams, Sr.; 
RB Dmitri Nance, Sr.; OL Shaun Lauvao, Sr.; DL Dexter Davis, Sr. 
Returning starters — 7 offense, 6 defense. 

Notes: LB Mike Nixon led Sun Devils in tackles (90) and inter- 
ceptions (five) last season. ... Davis is only returning player in nation 
with at least 10 sacks in two straight seasons. 

UCLA 

Key Players: CB Alterraun Verner, Sr.; DT Brian Price, Jr.; LB 
Reggie Carter, Sr.; QB Kevin Prince, Fr.; WR/KR Terrence Austin, 
Sr. Returning starters — 9 offense, 7 defense. 

Notes: Prince won starting QB job in spring after redshirting last 
season, unseating 12-game starter Kevin Craft. ... Offensive line 
should be markedly improved after 18 linemen compete for five 
jobs in training camp. 

WASHINGTON 

Key Players: QB Jake Locker, Jr.; WR D’Andre Goodwin, Jr.; 
DE Daniel Te’o-Nesheim, Sr.; LB E.J. Savannah, Sr.; S Nate Wil- 
liams, Jr. Returning starters — 8 offense, 10 defense. 

Notes: First year under coach Steve Sarkisian, Pete Carroll's 
longtime assistant at USC. ... Sarkisian, a former BYU QB, com- 
pares Locker to Steve Young, calling him “a raw talent that can be 
molded.” ... Huskies were nation’s only winless team last season. 

STANFORD 

Key Players: RB Toby Gerhart, Sr.; OL Chris Marinelli, Sr.; QB 
Andrew Luck, Fr.; LB Clinton Snyder, Sr.; DL Ekom Udofia, Sr.; S 
Bo McNally, Sr. Returning starters — 8 offense, 7 defense. 

Notes: Stanford hasn't been to a bowl game since 2001 Seattle 
Bowl under Tyrone Willingham. ... Gerhart, who set school rushing 
record last year, rated tougher to tackle than Cal RB Jahvid Best by 
several defensive players during the Pac-10 media day. 

ARIZONA 

Key Players: TE Rob Gronkowski, Jr.; RB Nic Grigsby, Jr.; WR 
Terrell Turner, Sr.; DT Earl Mitchell, Sr.; DE Brooks Reed, Jr. Re- 
turning starters — 7 offense, 7 defense. 

Notes: First winning season and bowl appearance under coach 
Mike Stoops last year. ... Sophomore QB Nick Foles, a transfer 
from Michigan State, broke Drew Brees’ high school records in 
Austin, Texas. 

WASHINGTON STATE 

Key Players: QB Kevin Lopina, Sr.; C Kenny Alfred, Sr.; RB 
Dwight Tardy, Sr.; LB Andy Mattingly. Sr. Returning starters — 8 
offense, 5 defense. 

Notes: Coach Paul Wulff's second season can't be as bad as 
first, can it? ... TB James Montgomery ready to compete after 2008 
transfer from Cal. 

— Greg Beacham 


STARS AND STRIPES Friday, September 4, 2009 SPEEA 


SPORTS 


2009 COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW: THE HEAT IS ON 


FIGHTIN 


chance 


Weis running out of time 
to restore Irish to prominence 


By Nancy ARMOUR 
The Associated Press 































SOUTH BEND, Ind. 
otre Dame fans were delighted when Charlie Weis showed up with 
his brash confidence and Super Bowl rings, certain he was the 
coach to end the national title drought that had stretched 
into a second decade. 

Euphoria has since given way to concern, concern to impatience. 
Beginning his fifth season, Weis has to prove he’s a worthy suc- 
cessor to Knute Rockne, Frank Leahy, Ara Parseghian and Lou 
Holtz — and he has to do it now. 

This is a defining year for Weis, who has little room for 
error after two dismal seasons that infuriated the Fight- 
ing Irish faithful and had some calling for his firing. All 
— well, most — will be forgiven if Notre Dame wins 
10 or more games and gets back into the mix for a 
BCS bowl. 


Tie question ts, do the first 
two years or the last two years 
represent the future?” 


Tim Kelley 
Notre Dame alumnus 


Stagger to another mediocre finish, though, or get ex- 
posed by Southern California as a BCS pretender, and the 
Irish likely will be looking for somebody else to restore 
college football’s most storied program to prominence. 

Again. 

“T’m not really worrying about the past. Right now, 
the only thing I’m worried about is the start of this 
football season,” Weis said. “I could sit there and a 
tell you the lofty goals I have, my expectations. 4p : 

But guess what? It’s time for us to back them up. * ty 
That’s what we have to do. The only way to back } 
them up is by backing them up on the field. 

“There’s no sense in giving a lot of hot air about these lofty expec- 
tations without going ahead and backing it up, and that’s what we’re Coach 


going to try to do.” Charlie 

He says this without a hint of the Jersey bite that accompanied ‘ Weis has 
some of his answers in years past. His lofty confidence — some call it little room 
arrogance — seems to have been tempered, as if to make sure he and i for error 
the Irish are judged by what they do on the field and nothing else. _after two 

But if you expected some grand introspection, a public reckoning for Paves wa 
sins of seasons past, forget it. Struggle or succeed, he is a disciple of Bill f > ee Fighting Irish 
Parcells and Bill Belichick to the core. Looking for his players to pull a faithful and had some 


2009 version of “win one for the Gipper” is an equal waste of time. 


calling for his ouster. 
SEE WEIS ON PAGE 30 


a | 
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History repeating: BYU sets sights on becoming 
first team outside the power conferences to win a na- 
tional title since the Cougars did it in 1984. Page 29. 


Inside: Pac-10 preview. Is this the year someone 
finally challenges perennial powerhouse Southern 
California? Page 31. 


Coming Saturday: Heisman preview. Quarterback 
Colt McCoy faces tough competition from previous 
two winners Tim Tebow and Sam Bradford. 


Pair of ninth-inning 
homers lift White Sox 
over Twins, Page 27 


SIX PACK 


COACHES 
ON THE HOT SEAT 


By Ralph D. Russo/The Associated Press 


Notre Dame coach Charlie Weis 
is entering a pivotal season, one 
that very well could be his last with 
the Fighting Irish if the team does not 
improve on last year’s 7-6 record. 
There’s plenty of room on the hot 
seat, though. 

Six more coaches in need of big 
victories in 2009: 

Bret Bielema, Wisconsin. He was 
Barry Alvarez’s hand-picked succes- 
sor, and now Alvarez is the athletic 
director. That should give Bielema, 
coming off consecutive disappointing 
seasons (15-11), extra leeway. 

Al Groh, Virginia. A poor start (1- 
3) and a lousy finish (four-game losing 
streak) last season left Groh 82-84 in 
eight years at his alma mater. The big 
problem: His most talented teams 
have left Cavaliers fans unsatisfied, 
so they’re not inclined to be patient 
through a second consecutive losing 
season. 

Steve Kragthorpe, Louisville. 
The man who replaced Bobby Petri- 
no walked into a much tougher job 
than most realized at the time. The 
result has been two consecutive sea- 
sons without a bowl game for Louis- 
ville. If Kragthorpe wants to validate 
AD Tom Jurich’s faith in him, the 
Cardinals need to stop a two-game 
losing streak — to Syracuse. 

George O’Leary, Central Flori- 
da. This goes beyond victories and 
losses. The death of a player during 
an offseason workout in March 2008 
made the coach and the program a 
target of intense scrutiny. Going 4-8 
last season didn’t help. 

Mark Snyder, Marshall. The pro- 
gram was in decline when Snyder 
took over for Bob Pruett in the spring 
of 2005. Snyder has been unable to 
stem the tide with four consecutive 
losing seasons. He probably needs 
at least bowl eligibility to keep his job. 

Mike Sanford, UNLV. The Rebels 
went 5-7 last season, nearly match- 
ing the combined total of six victo- 
ries Sanford racked up his first three 
seasons. A .500 season seems rea- 
sonable. Anything less might not be 
enough for Sanford to keep his job. 
Virginia 

coach 
Al Groh 
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